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“the world’s most explosive continent.” 
Al ‘RICA (LOOK Magazine, Nov. 15, 1955) 


Today, AFRICA is the continent in the news, lying open like a vacuum, a rich prize for power-hungry 


nations. 


is larger than the U. S. A., India, China and Western Europe com- 
AFRICA bined. Here lies one-fifth of all the land surface of the entire globe. 
Here are 193,000,000 people divided into a fantastic number of 
tribes. There are 700 main languages, but only between 200 and 300 
are in written form. The Bible is complete in only 33 African 
tongues. The New Testament is complete in 70. There are parts of the Bible in 200 more languages. 


AFRICA has 60,000,000 Moslems; 112,000,000 Pagans; 21,000,000 Protestant, Roman Catholic and other re- 


ligious groups. 


TODAY: 


is a challenge to the Church of Jesus Christ. 
AFRICA To evangelize the unreached millions. 
To give them the Word of God in their own tongue. 
To establish evangelical, indigenous churches. 
TO THIS GREAT TASK THE S.I.M. Is DEDICATED. YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO JOIN HAND 
AND HEART WITH US—PRAY OUT WORKERS—PRAY DOWN BLESSING. SUPPORT THIS 


WORK OF GOD. GO WITH THE GOSPEL TO AFRICA—“The world’s most explosive continent.” 


Write: 
405 Huron Street, Toronto 5, Ont. 164 W. 74th St., New York 23, N. Y. 
84 Beulah Hill, London S.E. 19, England 335 Auburn Rd., Auburn E. 2, Victoria, Australia 


Box 8615, Auckland, C. 3, New Zealand Box 2976, Cape Town, South Africa 





























WHY DOES GOD ALLOW CHILDREN TO SUFFER? 


swer. Even the Bible remains silent on the sub- 

ject. There is one thing, however, that I believe 
God will not tolerate and that is for us, His children, 
to allow little ones to suffer when it is within our 
power to help them. 

The land of Greece probably has more orphans in 
proportion to its population than any other country 
in the world. Almost 400,000 orphans out of a popu- 
lation of seven million! And in Greece the American 
Mission to Greeks has built and maintains the only 
Protestant orphanage for Greek children. 

“I have a little boy of ten who never felt a 
mother’s love,” writes Michael Belos, a blind Protes- 
tant believer in Greece. “Being extremely poor I 
had to place him in a state institution where he 
stayed for two years. Then they discharged him be- 
cause I would not have him baptized in the Greek 
Orthodox Church. When I learned of your Protes- 
tant orphanage, I immediately took him there and 
was allowed to stay with him for a few days. Words 
fail me to express how I feel about it. Such an insti- 
tution never existed in Greece before. If ever a new 
Book of the Acts of the Apostles were written, much 
could be said about this Orphanage and the work of 
the American Mission to Greeks. Of course, I know 
that if my son is to stay in this wonderful Orphanage, 
it will be necessary for you to find a foster parent for 
him in America. That is why I am writing this letter. 
Just think of my plight—a blind, forsaken father un- 
able to offer his son anything. And yet, in spite of my 
blindness, I am able to distribute a great many 
Scriptures and other Gospel literature.” 

Would you not like to be a foster parent to this 
ten-year-old boy? His support is only $15 a month. 
You will receive his picture and have the privilege of 
corresponding with him. There are other children 
also waiting to be cared for in the Orphanage and 
to attend the Christian Day School operated by the 
same Mission. It is one of the most worth-while mis- 
sionary enterprises you could undertake. Or you may 
be interested in providing the Scriptures this blind 
brother is anxious to distribute. Ten dollars will pro- 
vide him with 50 Modern Greek New Testaments. 
The people of Greece are eager to read the Word. 
They gave it to us and now it is our privilege to give 
it to them. 


r Vhat is a question which no theologian can an- 


A TUBERCULAR BOY’S PLIGHT 


The Director of the relief activities of the Amer- 
ican Mission to Greeks, Major Constantine Kalo- 
naros, is now in Greece on a special mission. One of 
his letters tells of a heart-rending case, and I want 
to share it with you: 

“I had the opportunity of visiting a 16-year-old 
bedridden boy in a little village in Macedonia. His 
name is Apostolos Apostolides and his father was 
killed fighting against the Fascists. He was only a 
baby then. With indescribable sacrifices and priva- 
tions his mother has reared him, along with an older 
sister, working day and night in the fields. Some time 
ago he contracted tuberculosis, the national scourge 
of Greece. (Approximately 60% of the children of 
Greece are suffering from tuberculosis in some de- 
gree.) He desperately needs good food and antibiotic 
drugs. But where can he get them? His mother with 
great difficulty is able to drag herself to the fields and 
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earn enough money to buy some bread and collect 
some greens for him. His older sister is now married 
and has a little girl 16 months old. But worst of all, 
this boy lives, eats and sleeps in thé same room with 
his mother, his sister, his brother-in-law and their 
baby. One room is their home. The flies are so dense 
that you can hardly see through them. How can that 
poor mother clean that room, when everyone has to 
work so hard out in the fields if they are to survive 
at all? Always there is work, but do you know how 
much they earn? Ten to fifteen drachmas (33-50 
cents) a day. What will this buy—medicine, food, 
clothing—what? You cannot imagine what I experi- 
enced in my heart as I visited that room. And yet 
Apostolos was able to greet me with a smile! 

“With all the strength of my soul I cry out to 
those who love the Lord to help this dear boy and 
his family. They are Evangelical believers and the 
Christians of America, I am sure, will want to do 
something for them.” 


THE CHILDREN ARE BEING HELPED 


Such pathetic pleas come to my desk by the hun- 
dreds and we simply cannot turn a deaf ear. The 
American Mission to Greeks has been able to ship 
many crates of antibiotics to the sanitariums of 
Greece, as well as to individual patients. From the 
President of the Greek Red Cross comes this message 
of appreciation: 

“Thank you for the five crates of antibiotics just 
received. This new donation will contribute greatly 
toward the healing of the little children treated in 
the Sanitarium of Asklipion. They are so grateful to 
you for your noble interest in them. You will be 
happy to hear that the results accomplished because 
of your valuable assistance are wonderful and these 
little ones are helped to get well quickly and return 
to their families.” 

Along with the necessary drugs for their physical 
recovery, the Mission feels a great responsibility for 
the spiritual welfare of all whom it helps, and is en- 
gaged in an all-out program of hospital visitation, dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures and missionary work 
among the sick, the poor and the downtrodden of 
Greece. You are invited to-help the orphans, the 
tubercular and the spiritually hungry through the 
American Mission to Greeks. Contributions can be 
designated for Medicine ($25 is usually enough to 
provide the complete treatment necessary to restore 
a tubercular patient); for Food ($5 will purchase 
locally 40 lbs. of nourishing food); Clothing ($6 will 
ship a 22-lb. package to some needy family); or 
Scriptures ($1 will provide a Greek Bible or 5 New 
Testaments). Whatever you do, be sure you will be 
carrying out the will of your Heavenly Father, whose 
Word declares, “Whoso shall receive one such little 
child in my name receiveth me” (Matt. 18:5). Write 
to American Mission to Greeks, Inc., P. O. Box 423, 
Dept. E, New York 36, N. Y. (In Canada write to 
90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ontario.) 


FILM ON GREECE AVAILABLE 


If you wish to see a beautiful 16 mm. 30 minute 
color-sound film on Greece and the work of the 
Orphanage, write for booking “Man of Macedonia.” 
It is sent out on a free-will offering basis. | —Adv. 











..«MAKE A CERTAIN CONTRIBUTION 
FOR THE POOR SAINTS WHICH ARE 
AT JERUSALEM. Romans 15:26 


The Saints of Macedonia and Achaia felt that they were debtors 
to the Jewish believers to whom they owed their salvation in that it 
was they who brought the Gospel of Redemption to them. Today be- 
lievers in Israel are looking to us in America for help. This Winter 
the heavy rains have caused catastrophic floods in Israel. Many poor 
Israelis have been forced out from their homes. 


Here is a letter from one of the unfortunates, a widow with five 
little children, who writes: “Dear Friend and Benefactor Mr. Zeidman: 
you have no doubt read in the newspapers about the terrible floods in 
our land caused by the heavy rains this Winter. My children and I 
have been forced out of our home one early morning at 3:30. We 
barely escaped alive, through 5 feet of raging water that nearly drown- 
ed us. We were rescued, but left all our clothing and the little bedding 
we had behind. Now we are without a roof over our heads, without 
clothing and food. We all thank God that we are alive, and you, dear 
Mr. Zeidman are the only one we know to whom we can appeal for 
help and know you will not ignore our frantic and urgent plea for 
immediate aid.” 


Here is another letter from a Hebrew Christian written in Eng- 
lish: “Dear Bro. Zeidman: The packages you have sent previously 
were given to Naomi and Yehudit as the things in them were good for 
them. I gave them your address and asked them to write and thank 
you themselves. We have had a hard winter, and the wife and children 
could have done with some good winter clothes; as it is, they had to 
do the best under circumstances. My monthly income barely meets the 
daily needs of food. Employees such as I are the ones who bear the 
brunt of the matter. Before we get our salaries, good bites have been 
taken from it for all sorts of taxes and causes. Apart from Income Tax, 
and Histadrut Tax, there are contributions to various causes taken 
almost by force. Mrs. B. desires me to mention her old mother and 
crippled sister who are in dire needs; she and they will be thankful for 
any help you may be able to offer.” 


The Scott Mission urgently needs your prayerful support. Should 
you be led to share in this Missionary work, please make cheques pay- 
able to “The Scott Mission Inc.” Thank you, and the Lord bless you. 


For further information and literature on Jews and Judaism, write to: 


Rev. M. Zeidman 
Scott Mission Inc., 
502 Spadina Ave., 
Toronto 4, Canada 





LETTERS 


*% tothe Editors * 





IMAGES 


To the editor: 

I am writing from a land of images to 
commend you for the editorial concerning 
images whch appeared in the. December 
issue of ETERNITY. We who have been called 
of God to the work of the Gospel in Japan 
are occasionally embarrassed by the much 
publicized foolishness of visiting American 
officials in participating in shrine worship 
ceremonies. It seems a great game to these 
men, whose claim to Christianity rarely goes 
beyond church membership, but Japanese 
naturally take such matters quite seriously. 

To read, therefore, that images are being 
used in the name of evangelical Christian- 
ity as an added attraction in flannelgraph 
lessons for children is indeed a shock. No 
doubt, as you suggest, there will be many 
who can see no cause for alarm. Perhaps 
such would be interested to know that the 
masses in this country have been taught 
that there is no religious significance in 
many of the customs and ceremonies con- 
nected with shrine worship. But it is the 
practice of these very customs that binds 
the people to their empty religion. 

I cannot think that the new trend in 
child evangelism will make it easier for 
children to grasp the truth of the Gospel, 
nor for missionaries to explain why we 
teach against images. That a problem of 
this nature should exist in modern America 
is fantastic. I suppose the danger may seem 
difficult to discern for some of God’s people 
in America, and I am most grateful to God 
that your magazine has recognized and 
publicized the danger. From where we stand 
no great discernment is necessary to endorse 
your position. 

CLYDE PICKETT 
Japan 


TEACHING THE WORD 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

I used to attend many of your Bible 
classes during the years I lived in New York 
City (’47-’50). 

I lived with Mrs. Masata Kodoni, the 
Japanese lady who completed her husband’s 
translation of your fine book into Japanese. 
When I returned to my own home in Mass- 
achusetts (Ashburnham), I gave my life to 
the Lord I love! He led me to teach a Sun- 
day School class of young girls. I used only 
His Word and your book, Teaching the 
Word of Truth. My original class was five 
girls; the class grew to twenty. Many of 
them accepted the Lord as Saviour. . . . One 
tells me she has started an inter-varsity 
group in the college she is now attending 
because she sorely missed the companionship 
of other Christians. The Lord is blessing 
her labors and has led her to seek out others 
who hunger for Christian fellowship. 

I now have another Sunday School class and 

still use your book, which is much worn, 
but still very precious. 

STELLA F. PERRY 

Ashburnham, Mass. 
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Che One Film Your Church Deserves to Own for Use Again and Again 









Cote. 
SOOM ee RALI TA tame See 


‘ . 
® 
Witness @ Proudly to your Reformation heritage. 
each: 
e Exciting, historical facts dramatically. , 


Inspire: An understanding of the Truth in which 
men alone are free. 










“MAN NEEDS ONLY 
JESUS CHRIST” 






The magnificent neta thee pee picture of our time. 





“Martin Luther” The film that has pioneered again—after reaching 20 million 
Will Serve You... Americans in theater showings—now charting distinctively 
new course of permanent ownership for churches and schools. 


At Sunday school class- 
es... assemblies... 


pom na igs tA DO THE MEMBERS OF YOUR CHURCH UNDERSTAND 

ciety mectings...youth WHY THEY ARE PROTESTANTS? 

groups... indoctrina- 

tion of new church Do they know that Luther’s fundamental accomplishment was turning the 

members . . . Confirma- f 7 r 

tion classes. .Catechet- Church back to the gospel of Jesus Christ? Do they appreciate how this 

= toe paved re-discovery of man’s free approach to the gift of God’s grace established the 

n church history basis upon which Protestant traditions flowered? 

c a «es t ° ° : . eos 

swemtiegp tia aarhe By seeing this great film a number of times, any person can gain fresh insight 
- gpd at sther times into the meaning and significance of one of the most vital eras in human history. 


during the church year. : 7 - ag eng eri rs 
This was the compelling reason for the production of this ambitious motion 


picture document in the first place...then it was SHARED as a public 
testimony and, because of its dramatic power and artistic excellence, won critical 
and audience acclaim. 

NOW it can belong to your church... you don’t have to pay a premium for a 








Film Restrictions: 
1. Available in U.S. 


only at this time. one-time exposure. This unique plan of continuous availability means that the 
2. This film cannot be Luther film is your tool for enlightenment—a valuable asset in your church’s 
distributed om any educational equipment. That’s why the producers are selling you a print of this 


type rental basis. ‘ J 
& Television rights re film ... that’s why rentals of any type are not authorized. 


ee MORE THAN 3,000 PRINTS ARE NOW OWNED 
BY AMERICAN CHURCHES 


The amazing and enthusiastic response during the first three months of permanent ownership 

availability has resulted in the release of more prints of MARTIN LUTHER than any other 

Introductory Offer film in history! Such overwhelming acceptance of a bold concept has permitted Lutheran 
150 Church Productions, Inc., to extend its remarkable introductory offer! 











Until Easter Sunday +4 Order Now through your denominational publishing house or audio visual dealer. 


= a Sg For complete information on how this film can best serve you write to 
Established price of $175 
— LUTHERAN CHURCH PRODUCTIONS 








Tl West 42nd Street,New York 36,N.Y. 
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A LETTER TO OUR 


READERS 








Beginning with this issue the readers of Christian Digest join 
the family of ETERNITY subscribers. To you, the new members of 
our reader family, we extend cordial greetings and trust that each 
issue of ETERNITY that comes to you will bring rich spiritual bless- 
ing into your life. The entire staff of the Evangelical Foundation is 
always at the disposal of our readers whenever we can be of help, and 
we trust that whether you are one of our new readers or have been 
with us for some time, you will never hesitate to call on us if we can 
be of service. 


Christian Digest was started as the Christian Reader's Digest 
more than twenty years ago. The Reverend Harold Wilson, founder of 
the paper, taught at the Denver Bible Institute and later at the 
Omaha Bible Institute, and at both schools the students assisted him 
in digesting articles for the magazine as well as in the printing and 
mailing. In 1939 when the publication had a circulation of 4500 
copies, it was taken over by the Zondervan Brothers, owners of the 
Zondervan Publishing House. During the war years, when so many 
churches sent subscriptions for Christian magazines to their men in 
service, circulation rose to almost 45,000. 


In January, 1955, Christian Digest was awarded by Evangelical 
Press Association a plaque in “recognition of the best special edi- 
torial program in 1954.” Despite this recognition of merit, the own- 
ers felt that the time and funds used to subsidize the magazine could 
be more effectively used of the Lord if diverted to other channels. 
We are delighted that men of their publishing background chose 
ETERNITY to carry on their outstanding work. Our editors mean to 
merit this honor by continuing to bring you a significant publication 
in every department. 


Our readers are always invited to write us and let us know how 
helpful ETERNITY is proving to be. We particularly want to hear 
from former Christian Digest readers as they may for the first time 
be reading ETERNITY. Your suggestions and criticism help our edi- 
tors to produce a magazine which is not only in keeping with the 
motto on the masthead but also effective in the lives of its readers. 
This is not an easy task, and we possess no sense of smug satisfaction 
about our accomplishments. Indeed, we know that we have a long 
way to go. 


It is with this sense of mission that we continue to serve our 
Lord Jesus Christ and you our readers. We earnestly covet your 
prayers that we may be faithful in the stewardship God has given 
us and be endued with His wisdom and understanding in this work 
which is for His honor and glory. 





(eI 


Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 








SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Feb. 1, 8, 15, Francis Childs Methodist Church, 
Collingswood, N. J.; Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, Teach- 
ing at Philadelphia Bible Institute; Feb. 19-26 
(except 21), First Baptist Church, Woodbury, 
N. J. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Feb. 5, 12, 26, Baptist Temple, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Feb. 11, Mannsville, N. J.; Feb. 17, Christian 
Women’s Fellowship, Newark, N. J.; Feb. 18, 
Youth for Christ, Hershey, Pa.; Feb. 19, Gospel 
Church, Elizabethtown, Pa. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Feb. 5-9, Bible Conference, Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, East Texas, Pa.; Feb. 13-14, 
Monthly Bible Conference, Altoona, Pa. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. 
God is making a mighty impact on Negro 
churches through Carver trained pastors. 
Will you ask some prayer group to remem- 
ber this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 


Talmage Payne, Director 














YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 


Support your own missionary. A native of 
Africa or India can be supported for $40- 
$150.00 a year. We cooperate only with evan- 
gelical and evangelistic Missions. 

We get you reports of your worker. Write for 
information. 

Missionary Prayer League, Inc. 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 

















Through 

Jews God’s Holy Word was revealed. 

Our Saviour was born a Jew. 

Yet we have given them so little. 
do 


that their Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus, died to seve them. 
















Will you er us = reach Jews with 
the Gospel through the 
MESSAGE TO ISRAEL broadcasts from 
coast to coast and around the world, 
by mail and per- 
sonal calls. 
Write for a free 
fos copy of our 
magazine, 
““MESSAGE 











| ote Shepherd, 
Director 
(FOUNDED 1937) 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, Inc. 
_ BOX 682, G.P.O., NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
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NOW AND LATER 


Arch Campbell is a pioneer Presby- 
terian missionary to Korea. Unlike a lot 
of missionaries we know, he is both a 
capable speaker and a writer. Proof of 
the latter is contained in the lead arti- 
cle, “The Christ of the Korean Heart,” 
which he kindly permitted us to repro- 
duce from his new book of that name. 

Christianity, as Dr. Campbell points 
out, is of a different order from the type 
most prevalent in our land of plenty and 
surfeited saints. It is a real tonic to read 
about Christian life and witness that 
reflects the spirit of the apostolic church. 

Suffering Korea teaches us that bless- 
ing and joy in the Holy Ghost are not 
the products of improved environment, 
but rather the normal order of things in 
the life of a believer who finds his full 
satisfaction in Christ alone. 

By all means get this book. 


ETERNITY congratulates Vernon 
Grounds, author of the article entitled, 
“The Nature of Evangelicalism,” on his 
promotion from the deanship to the 
presidency of the Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Denver. 

The editors of Ererniry have been 
impressed with Mr. Grounds’ abilities 
and scholarship for some time. If his 
contribution this month is on the sub- 
stantial side, stay with it. This is basic 
thinking for evangelicals of our day. And 
come again soon, President Grounds. 


It is always a pleasure to present any- 
thing from the pen of Dr. Frank E. 
Gaebelein, Headmaster of the Stony 
Brook School on Long Island. In our 
estimation Dr. Gaebelein is one of the 
country’s most significant thinkers and 
educators. His “Portrait of a Christian 
College” is well worth your time. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


Jan. 29-Feb. 3, First Baptist Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, Galves- 
ton, Tex.; Feb. 19-24, First Baptist 
Church, Kenedy, Tex.; Feb. 26-Mar. 
2, Robbins Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Beaumont, Tex. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services, and Evangelical Films to His. everlasting glory. 
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SANDY'S MOTHER WAS DEAD. 
HIS FATHER WAS A DRUNKARD. 


His stepmother was too busy with 
younger children to worry about Sandy. 
When the American Sunday-School 
Union missionary first saw him, Sandy 
was sullen and unhappy. The missionary 
invited him to Sunday school, but Sandy 
had no shoes and his clothes were in 
tatters. He didn’t want to go. 
)The missionary prayed about Sandy, 
and then the inspiration came! Maybe 
he could get Sandy to go to summer 
camp! A Christian friend, hearing about 
Sandy, volunteered to provide clothes and 
money. 

At first Sandy was dubious. But when 
he saw pictures of the camp, tried on the 
new clothes and got letters from regular 
campers, he couldn’t wait for camp to 
start. 

That week at camp was the happiest 
Sandy had ever known. He made new 
friends, played games in the sunshine 
with other boys and every night he lis- 
tened to stories about Jesus. The climax 
of the whole week came when, at the last 
service, Sandy went forward to accept the 
Lord Jesus as his Saviour. 


Sandy's is a true story. 
And there are many other boys and girls 
in rural America like Sandy — boys and 
girls waiting for a chance to hear about 
Jesus and His love. 

Your prayerful fellowship enables us to 
maintain Sunday schools and Bible Con- 
ferences, and to send missionaries to 
these neglected children. Will you help? 


Write for a copy of our magazine, 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY. 

Our missionaries are 

available for speaking 


engagements with 
thrilling pictures of 





their work. 
Write to Dept. E 
Department of Missions ‘ 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


” 1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
“THE PIONEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE U.S.A.” 











DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 
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In spite of war, persecution, 


and hunger, the Koreans rejoice 


in Jesus Christ, the Saviour 


The Christ of the Korean Heart 


cities, in the crowded squalor of the refugee camps, in 

the bleak and bare makeshift army hospitals, along the 
dusty roads, through the narrow alleys of the hastily rebuilt 
mud villages, in the congested, odoriferous markets, and in 
the crumbling bunkers and dugouts of the stalemate-battle 
front walks the Lord Jesus Christ today. 

But He is not a lonely, unknown figure, looking with 
compassion and yearning on flocks of shepherdless sheep, 
unheeded and unwelcome. He walks enshrined in the 
hearts of hundreds of thousands who know Him as an inti- 
mate Friend bearing sins and griefs; who love Him with 
a deep passion seldom found in the sophisticated West. 

Although He treads the crowded or the lonely through- 
fares, He is not just the Christ of the Korean road. He is 
the Christ of the Korean heart. He walks not alone the 
Korean road, but He walks in the hearts of Korean people. 
It would be more appropriate to say “the Jesus (Yesoo) of 
the Korean heart,” for that is how He is known: 

“Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His 
people from their sins.” 

It is late on a crisp cold night in December. The little 
shops on both sides of the narrow streets of the mountain 
town in north Korea are boarded up. Only a faint glow of 
yellow light seeps through an occasional paper covered 
door. From within a snug little home come the muffled 
strains: 

... Yesoo, Yesoo, kweehahn Yesoo.. . 

(Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus) 

A little family of plainest people, like thousands of 
others, are having their family worship before stretching 
out on the heated floor for their well earned rest. 

Jesus is no more a strange doctrine preached by queer- 


Ns the rubble and ruin of Korea’s blasted and burned 


Reprinted from the book of the same: title by permission of Falco Pub- 
lishers, Columbus, Ohio. 
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looking and strangely-garbed foreign devils from the West. 
He is “Oorie sarang hanan Koojoo”—“Our loving Sav- 
iour.” Young and old, men and women, they have the 
blessed assurance, “Jesus is mine.” 

Today Jesus is in the hearts of a million people in this 
pitiful land, this land torn and wasted by war, a war not 
of their making: a war brought on by Godless greed and 
Western bungling, a war unequaled in history for destruc- 
tiveness, misery, and suffering. 

Jesus is here to give His sweet comfort, to supply for the 
heavy burdens, to bring the light of another world into 
the dark hovels, to impart the joy that the world cannot 
take away, to breathe the peace that passeth all under- 
standing, and to give songs in the night. 

In the city of Taejon, made famous by General Dean’s 
heroic last stand before he lost his way and was captured, 
lived Lee Jung Kil. His leg had been shattered by machine 
gun bullets from American jets. It had to be amputated. 
His home and some of his family had been devoured by 
napalm. He had ridden a cow until it was taken away 
from him by hungry soldiers. He had hobbled on an im- 
provised crutch and eventually reached Taejon. There he 
was fitted with an artificial leg at the Christian Amputee 
Center. There also he had found the Lord Jesus and had 
opened his heart to Him. He used to hobble four miles 
out of town and four miles back each Sunday to the chapel 
at the clinic where he had found his loving Saviour. 

His “home” was a packing box room, earth floor; one 
little window six inches square covered with brown paper 
intimated that it was day or night. But into this dark little 
hovel had shone “the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” And the joy and the 
radiance which comes from this knowledge shone in Lee 
Jung Kil’s face. 

(Continued on page 46) 
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Wheaton College 





s President Howard Lowry of Wooster College says, 

“Whatever else it does, the church college should 

know what it is. Or more modestly, it should know 
what it ought to be.” Here, with just five strokes we shall 
draw the portrait of the ideal Christian college. 


The first stroke is the all-important one of a central, in- . 


tegrating philosophy. Let us state it this way: The Christian 
college must be committed in every aspect of its work to 
the truth of God. All of its activities—teaching, administra- 
tion, extra-curriculum, worship, and recreation—must be 
related in practice as well as theory to the great proposition 
that all truth is God’s truth. It must renounce once and 
for all the false dichotomy between sacred and secular 
truth. It must see that truth in science and art and litera- 
ture belong just as much to God as truth in religion. And, 
while it recognizes the primacy of the spiritual truth re- 
vealed in the Bible and incarnate in Christ, it acknowledges 
that all truth, wherever it is found, is of God. For Christian 
education there can be no discontinuity in truth, but every 
aspect of truth must find its unity in the God of truth. 

In other words, the Christian college stands on no lower 
ground than that defined long ago by Jonathan Edwards, 
when he said, “God is the head of the universal system of 
existence from whom all is perfectly derived and on whom 
all is most absolutely dependent, whose Being and Beauty 
is the sum and comprehension of all existence and excel- 
lence.” 


An address delivered at Eastern Baptist College, St. Davids, Pa. on the 
thirtieth y of the f ig Of Eastern Baptist Seminary. 





Godly ideals make godly men 


PORTRAIT OF A 


Is there a conflict 


between Christian education and 


intellectual excellence? 


By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 


Headmaster, Stony Brook School 


Such is the God of truth. And because His Son alone 
among men could say of Himself, “I am . . . the truth,” Jesus 
Christ is the Lord of truth. And because the Bible is in- 
spired by the Spirit of truth, Scripture alone is the unique 
Word of truth. And because creation is the work of God, 
the Book of Nature, as well as the written Word, shows 
forth God’s truth. 

Once such a philosophy governs the Christian college, 
there are bound to be radical results. For one thing, the 
common misconception that chapel services, Bible classes, 
prayer meetings, and other student Christian activities are 
enough is dispelled. These things are important, but in 
themselves they do not constitute Christian education. Only 
the realization that everything, every subject, every class, 
every activity, whether it be what is commonly called “re- 
ligious,” or whether it be what is commonly called “secular,” 
is related to God and must therefore be seen as part of His 
whole, all-embracing truth—only this can make a college 
consistently Christian. To put it in another way, no college 
divided either in curriculum or in activities into religious 
and secular compartments can be truly Christian. As with 
the individual, so with the college, total commitment to 
the Lord Jesus Christ is demanded. 


The Obligation of Excellence 


That this has some inescapable corollaries is quite evi- 
dent. There is, first of all, the obligation of excellence. 
When a college is wholly committed to God and His truth, 
it must to the best of its ability have done with mediocrity. 
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The principle is a simple one: nothing is too good for the 
Lord. The reference here is not merely to buildings and 
equipment, but to thinking and to good taste, neither of 
which is inherently expensive. In his autobiography, Abra- 
ham Flexner quotes Jules Cambon who said, “We have to 
defend the country against mediocrity, mediocrity of Soul, 
mediocrity of ideas, mediocrity of action. We must also 
fight against it ourselves.” So with the Christian college. To 
the glory of the God of truth it must join the battle against 
mediocrity. 

And now, leaving this first principle which, in a single, 
broad, contextual stroke, sketches in the setting in which the 
Christian college lives and moves and has its being, we look 
at the second line in the portrait. This is nothing less than 
the principle that the Christian college must stand unasham- 
edly for historic, supernatural Christianity as set forth in the 
Bible and affirmed by the evangelical church. That is to say, 
the Christian college must be boldly and radically Christian. 
It must witness to the fact that God’s truth, which the col- 
lege has taken as its over-all philosophy, comes to a focus in 
the basic verities revealed in Scripture, such as man’s crea- 
tion in the image of God, an image ruined through the fall 
beyond human power to repair but not beyond God’s power 
to regenerate; the incarnation of the Son of God and His 
redemption of lost humanity; the activity of God the Holy 
Spirit in calling out of this present world a community of 
believers which is Christ’s body, the Church; and, finally, the 
end of earthly history through the “glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
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The King’s College 


There is nothing sectarian about these truths; they are 
common to all branches of the Christian church. Different 
colleges will add their own emphasis, but it is these grand 
particularities—and others like them—that make Christian- 
ity Christian. Therefore, no college that does not put them 
at the center of its life and witness can be fully Christian. 

At this point a question is raised by some writers on re- 
ligion and higher education. How, it is asked, can the Chris- 
tian college be committed to a theology that includes these 
particular absolute doctrines and at the same time be truly 
scholarly and liberal in the best sense of the word? The an- 
swer lies in the nature of the doctrines to which commitment 
is made. Christian theology is true; more than that, it is 
truth with an infinite dimension. Therefore, the service of 
such truth, whether in education or in any other field, is in 
the best sense liberating. As our Lord said, “Ye shall know 
the truth and the truth shall make you free.”: But the con- 
text of this text, which is so often misapplied, must never 
be forgotten. It was not just truth in the abstract that 
Christ was talking about; for He went on to say: “If the 
Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 


One Central Book 
Like other educational institutions, the Christian college 
has many books. Unlike others, it has one central Book, the 
Bible, which stands in the curriculum—to borrow a figure 
from Lewis Mumford—as “a magnetic field which will con- 
tinuously polarize each fragment that enters the field.” The 


(Continued on page 44) 
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MUDDLING TRUTH 


The liberals, simply because they will 
not accept certain facets of truth, have 
a most disappointing way of muddying 
other truth. 

The Christian Century recently pub- 
lished an editorial which they entitled 
“Church and Theater and Actor-God.” 
They were quite right in pointing out 
that the theater has a great influepce 
and that dramatists could teach great 
truths from the stage if they had a grip 
on these truths—or rather if the truths 
had a grip on them. We agree beyond 
question that the Church cf Jesus Christ 
should minister to every group of people, 
including those who are engaged in the 
arts. 

Unfortunately, however, in seeking for 
a good comparison, the editorial writer 
of the Century made a very great error. 
He wrote, “What we have to talk about 
is not timeless truths, but a great drama 
enacted once upon a certain time. God 
did not pump ideas into certain men 
who pipelined them to us in the Bible. 
God acted; He took a hand in history, 
He did things, expecting the audience 
to decide for itself what it would do 
about the kind of Person who would act 
so. God is not the author of a book. He 
is an actor—a virtuoso actor, who works 
without script, who acts out what is in 
Him, who has the script written after 
He acts, recording the action so the 
whole world in every age can be His 
audience. We who are left with the 
working script will do well not to get 
too absorbed in its sentences, but to see 
through it the action as it was, and so, 
the Actor as He is.” 

Would it have hurt the truth that is 
here if the thing had been stated en- 
tirely in truth? Why could the Century 
not have said, God has an eternal pur- 
pose. God announced this purpose in ad- 
vance. God is the author of a book. The 
prophecy did not come by the will of 
man. Holy men of old spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit. (Il 
Peter 1:21) 
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We are not worshippers of the script, 
but there is a Script, and God is the 
author of it. It is wonderfully true that 
He acted. The historical action “Christ 
died for our sins, was buried and rose 
again,” is indeed the central part of the 
Gospel, and Christ is presented to us 
thus for a decision, but we must not for- 
get that the Script says that “Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures,” 
and in the next clauses God goes so far 
as to repeat Himself for emphasis, “that 
He was buried and that He arose again 
the third day according to the Scrip- 
tures” (I Cor. 15:3, 4). We ask ourselves 
why the liberals hate the Word of God 
so desperately. The answer seems to be 
that it is possible for them to contem- 
plate the action of Christ’s dying and 
then form an interpretation of it that 
will still allow them to retain the throne 
in their own lives. The moment, how- 
ever, that we realize that all of the ac- 
tion was announced in advance and that 
it is put in a framework of teaching 
that interprets all of the action in terms 
of a sacrificial atonement to satisfy the 
just demands of a Holy God and make 
it possible for Him to pour forth His 
measureless grace to unworthy sinners, 
then we are in God’s truth. To hold 
truth in the framework in which God 
has given it is the only safe way to hold 
truth, for then we are held by the truth. 


REVIVAL OR BOOM? 


The secular newspapers talk a great 
deal about the renewed interest in “re- 
ligion,” and cite, as proof of the trend, 
the need for new suburban churches and 
the supposed increase in church mem- 
bership and church attendance. Along 
with this they cite the large sale of 
Peale’s Power of Positive Thinking. (By 
the way, a leading psychiatrist told me 
that at the national convention of the 
psychiatrists of our country it was stated 
that there wasn’t a practitioner in the 
country who didn’t get patients with a 
wild look in the eye and a copy of “pos- 
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itive thinking” in the hand!). The Na- 
tional Council of Churches has issued a 
book of statistics showing large member- 
ships'in the churches. 

But, . . . a Statistician has pointed 
out that the Roman Catholics are wor- 
ried about their lack of growth. An 
article by B. G. Mulvaney, “Catholic 
Population Revealed in Catholic Bap- 
tisms,” appearing in the (R.C.) Ameri- 
can Ecclesiastical Review for Septem- 
ber, 1955, concludes that there is “hard- 
ly evidence of growth” to be found in 
a study of the statistics. 

Someone has said that though “Fig- 
ures don’t lie,” that “Liars do figure.” 
We are not suggesting any intentional 
deception in the publication of the fig- 
ures in the Year Book, but there are 
things which need clarification. It is 
said that Protestantism increased by 1,- 
842,515 during statistical 1952. But one 
new denomination that few people ever 
heard of, and which may not exist far 
beyond the secretary’s mind, is the 
“Christ Unity Science Church,” with 
682,172 members. For 1953 this organi- 
zation reported 1,112,123. The follow- 
ing year they upped their figure again 
by 469,163. This increase, coupled with 
two or three similar figures, accounts 
for 2,405,864 of the supposed 3,604,124 
gain in church membership for the 
year. If from this figure is subtracted 
the reported gain of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, the increase of all other 
church bodies is a round zero. 


From 1950 to 1954 the population of 
the country increased by 8.3 per cent. 
But a close study of the major Protest- 
ant denominations reveals that in this 
same period the American Baptists had 
a decrease of 3.5 per cent, while the in- 
crease of other well-known bodies was 
smaller than the national rate of growth. 
For example, the increase of the Na- 
tional Baptist Church was 2.5 per cent; 
the Congregational Christian Church 
5.6 per cent; Disciples of Christ 6.4 per 
cent; Evangelical and Reformed, 3.3 per 
cent; Evangelical U. B., 3.9 per cent; 
and Methodist, 2.9 per cent. 

The only churches that had an in- 
crease slightly above the national rate 
of growth were the Lutherans, the Pres- 
byterians, and the Episcopalians. There 
are many factors not taken into consid- 
eration that render the figures more 
suspect: such as movement to the sub- 
urbs and a great population shift, in 
which people join new churches with- 
out removing their names from the rolls 
of their previous church. 

The spiritual Christian is not inter- 
ested in statistics. There may be a need 
for them, but we wonder, at times, 
whether the love of statistics can not be 
compared with the desire of the children 
of Israel to step out from the leadership 
of God and to have a king for them- 
selves in order that they might be like 
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other people. At all events there is cer- 
tainly no room for high pride in these 
matters. 


MABEL 


A good mother is a wonderful thing, 
and I was blessed with two of them! I 
heard it said when I was a boy that 
mother had filled the back yard with 
girls while waiting for a boy. Finally I 
arrived and grew up as the only boy and 
youngest of a family, all the rest girls. 

The oldest sister, Mabel, is seventy- 
five years old this month—she and Lin- 
coln were born on the same day, a few 
decades apart. My earliest memories of 
this beloved sister center around her 
leaving home when I was only five that 
she might enter Stanford University, 
from which she was graduated in 1904 
with high honors. I can remember most 
vividly a visit to that university when 
I was six and made my first acquaint- 
ance with junket, which I mistook for 
a glass of milk, and wondered why I 
couldn’t have it with my dinner instead 
of waiting for it at dessert! 

Mabel became known to many thous- 
ands of people in the churches of Cali- 
fornia in her capacity of Missionary sec- 
retary for the state Christian Endeavor 
Union. She helped pay my expenses to 
a state convention at San Jose when I 
was fifteen, and it was there that I 
entered into the assurance of my eternal 
life and dedicated my life to the serv- 
ice of the Saviour. She gave me my first 
study Bible and put right books in my 
hands. By the time I was ready to grad- 
uate from high school she was on the 
staff of the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles at the epoch when Dr. R. A. Tor- 
rey was flourishing. It was through her 
influence that they let down the bars 
and allowed me to enter that school 
when I was under age. 

After two or three years as travelling 
secretary for the former Women’s Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church, she went to Latin America as 
a missionary and a teacher for many 
years. She then joined the faculty of 
Trinity College in Texas, and finally 
“retired” to Fresno, California, where 
she still resides. 

Retired? She teaches several Bible 
classes each week and visits the hos- 
pitals where she is able to deal with 
the sick and serve as translator for the 
many Mexican patients in that area. 
One of her classes is in the county 
tuberculosis hospital. In a letter recent- 
ly received she writes, “While my class 
was gathering, I explored a long hall in 
the new hospital and found a Chinese 
lady in a single room. I learned later 
that she is the wife of a Chinese uni- 
versity professor who was in this coun- 
try when the Communists took over 
China. She asked me very earnestly to 
‘tell her the way to find God.’ After 
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teaching my class I came back and gave 
her the simple plan of salvation, and 
she accepted Christ’ like a_ trusting 
child. Later I wrote out for her what I 
had told her, and gave her a Testament 
with good print in which I had under- 
lined with pencil and ruler good verses 
for a beginner, from Matthew to Revel- 
ation. She was delighted.” 

I have had scores of letters with stor- 
ies like that through the years. She is a 
grand old lady, with thousands of 
friends and will have a rich reward 
when she is finally promoted. Some of 
her friends may have mislaid her ad- 
dress, and I would be happy if they 
would send her a card for her seventy- 
fifth birthday. It is Mabel Jean Barn- 
house, 735 Dennett St., Fresno, Califor- 
nia. I owe a lot to her. 


BASIS OF FELLOWSHIP 


Some months ago, we published a re- 
port of our last summer's trip through 
Europe. In it there was an appraisal of 
the Christian movement in Portugal, 
Spain, and France. I took occasion to 
describe the rift that existed in the 
Church and presented evidence to show 
that the onus for this rests squarely on 
the larger body of Protestants, who will 
not grant to the minority a true free- 
dom of conscience, speech, and action. 

I have before me a letter from a mis- 
sionary who has spent his life in one of 
the French colonies yet who knows the 
situation in the motherland as well. He 
writes, “I appreciate your point of view 
concerning the situation in France. I 
have long come to the same conclusion, 
and I believe spiritually-minded people 
will agree with this. It is very true that 
the onus of separation falls upon the 
fusionists themselves (a fusionist would 
be one who is looking for organic un- 
ion of the churches even at the ex- 
pense of doctrine). In how many local 
discussions have we proved this to be 
true! . . . The true ecumenicalism is 
that communion of Christ which en- 
compasses all redeemed persons. The ef- 
fect on ourselves has been overwhelm- 
ingly good. No longer do we judge any 
but avowed apostates—and for them our 
judgment is wholly different. On our 
fusionist brothers (those who by going 
into the national union seem, in the 
eyes of a minority to have compro- 
mised), I believe the effect is very, very 
good,-and some day may be even con- 
vincing.” 

Christ prayed that we all might be 
one, and added that the results of such 
a oneness would be that the world—the 
unregenerate world—would know that 
God had sent Him into the world (John 
17:21). The men who run the organiza- 
tion of the Ecumenical Movement talk 
much about a desire for unity with all 
the brethren. They stretch out their 


What do you love more than eternal life? 


‘arms so- much towards the liturgical 


churches and the groups that deny 
Christ that they make it very hard for 
believers who do not wish to compro- 
mise to have fellowship with them. We 
wonder even at tinies if they really want 
fellowship with those who believe in the 
fundamentals of the faith. It would 
seem almost that they wanted conserva- 
tive people to join their movement and 
then to keep still in order that they 
might say and do whatever they please. 
If they are truly trusting in Christ as 
Saviour and Lord we are not going to 
rule them out of our circle of love, no 
matter how muddled they are in their 
thinking and how compromising they 
are in their actions. Perhaps if they dis- 
cover that we are truly loving, they will 
be melted down and will be able to 
taste some of the fruits of fellowship 
with those who are truly evangelical. 


R. A. TORREY 

On January 28, 1856, just one hun- 
dred years ago, Dr. Reuben Archer Tor- 
rey was born. From a wealthy back- 
ground and with high education at Yale 
University and Divinity School, with 
post-graduate studies in Germany, Dr. 
Torrey became one of the greatest Bible 
teachers of modern times. He was cho- 
sen by Dwight L. Moody to found the 
Moody Bible Institute and later became 
the chief teacher at the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, which reached its great- 
ness under him. The editor of ETERNITY 
had the privilege in his late teens of 
spending two years with Dr. Torrey. 
Some of his books are standard today. 
What the Bible Teaches (which we 
always called “What the Bible Teaches 
Torrey”) is a masterpiece for method 
and for content on the great doctrines 
of Scripture. Dr. Torrey held campaigns 
in Britain and Australia which were as 
important in their day as those of 
Moody or Billy Graham. They were 
held, of course, before the days of mass 
communication advertising, but their 
impact upon Britain and Australia was 
profound. His series of addresses given 
before University students in England 
and published under the title The Bible 
and Its Christ is well worth reading to- 
day. The editor of Erernity has record- 
ed this book on tape for our portable 
church services, and it has been greatly 
blessed to modern hearers. A_ close 
friend who was very good at imitating 
others could do a “take-off” of Dr. Tor- 
rey in the pulpit which brought amused 
smiles to those who heard him. It was 
significant that the passage from Dr. 
Torrey’s teaching chosen by this imita- 
tor was the oft repeated phrase from 
Dr. Torrey’s preaching, “If the consen- 
sus of German scholarship says one thing 
and the Word of God says another, I 
will stand by the Word of God.” A very 
warm salute to the memory of this great 
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The Nature of Evangelicalism 


A scholar points out that it is not an “ism’ 


ment of historic Christianity which sometimes bears 
the label evangelicalism, sometimes the libel funda- 
mentalism? 

At the risk of making generalizations which are far too 
sweeping and inadequate we may say that in common with 
all the great faiths of humanity—whether Buddhism, Hindu- 
ism, Taoism, Confucianism, or Judaism—Protestant ortho- 
doxy teaches, in Paul’s words, that the things which are 
seen are temporal, while the things which are not seen are 
eternal. In short, it postulates a range of reality beyond 
time and space, a range of reality beyond the reach of 
sensory manipulation and scientific instrument. But Protes- 
tant orthodoxy parts company with some of these faiths in 
teaching the existence of God, the Ground of all existence, 
a Mind and a Heart, personal and ethical, not only omnis- 
cient, omnipotent, and omnipresent, but also morally per- 
fect, flawless, and infinite in His love, goodness, and justice. 
Evangelicalism is thus a species of theism, and more than 
that a species of ethical monotheism. In this respect it is 
one with Mohammedanism and Judaism. 

Evangelicalism parts company with these two faiths, how- 
ever, in teaching that God is a triune structure of Being. 
In the exhaustless fullness of His life there are personal dis- 
tinctions which necessitate the language of the traditional 
creeds. God the Father is the agent in creation; God the 
Son is the agent in redemption; God the Holy Spirit is the 
agent in sanctification. And these three Persons—no other 
term is available in our speech—subsist in undivided one- 
ness, equal in essence, though different in function. Its 
doctrines of the atonement and the incarnation compel 
evangelicalism to accept the doctrine of the Trinity. And, 
in addition, these very doctrines furnish the ground for 
its faith in the nature of God as holy, self-giving love. Apart 
from the incarnation and the atonement, the nature of 
God, ‘evangelicalism holds, is really obscure, its supreme 
characteristics problematical. 


W:: is the nature of Protestant orthodoxy, that embodi- 


12 Jesus wants to give us much more than we know to ask Him for. 


? 


but main-stream Christianity 


BY VERNON GROUNDS 


In company with liberal Protestantism, evangelicalism 
teaches that Jesus Christ is the culminating disclosure of 
God. But it parts company with liberalism concerning the 
Person and work of Jesus Christ. For liberalism maintains 
that Jesus Christ was divine only in the sense that all men 
are divine as the children of God. No doubt it eulogizes 
Jesus Christ as the highest organ of God-consciousness Who 
has yet appeared in history, the unequaled illustration of 
faith in the forgiving love of the Heavenly Father, but it 
denies that He was the Second Person of the Trinity. He 
was at best a yielded human instrument through whom 
ultimate Reality manifested Himself. Evangelicalism insists, 
on the contrary, that Jesus Christ was a veritable incarna- 
tion of Deity, God in the flesh. It confesses gladly that the 
union of two natures, the divine and the human in one 
Person, is indeed an inexplicable mystery. It affirms with 
Paul,- “Great is the mystery of godliness. God was mani- 
fested in the flesh.” Yet it adheres tenaciously to the doc- 
trine that Jesus was the cosmic Creator assuming for pur- 
poses of redemption all the limitations of genuine creature- 
hood. 


The Substitutionary Atonement 


Again, Protestant liberalism teaches that. Jesus Christ 
died upon the cross in order to exemplify sacrificial love. 
His death, consequently, exerts a profound moral influence 
upon us, inspiring self-loving sinners to emulate His mov- 
ing example of unselfish devotion to the will of God. Here 
too evangelicalism differs from liberalism. For evangelical- 
ism teaches that the death of Jesus upon the cross was a 
substitutionary atonement by which the moral demands of 
God’s holy nature were fully satisfied and the way opened 
up for a reconciliation between man and his Maker. 

In company with neo-orthodoxy, a wide-spread move- 
ment in contemporary theology difficult to define and de- 
limit, evangelicalism agrees that the Bible is a God- 
produced record of divine activity in history. It is an ac- 


ETERNITY 





———e 











count of the mighty acts which the Creator has performed 
in time and space, a chronicle of that redemptive move- 
ment which began in ancient Israel and will culminate in 
the Second Advent. But evangelicalism parts company with 
neo-orthodoxy regarding the nature and issue of the God- 
guided process by which the Bible came into being. It con- 
tends that the writers of Scripture were supernaturally pre- 
served from error in fact, judgment, and doctrine so that 
the Bible is an infallible record of God’s redemptive acts. 
Evangelicalism further contends that as the record of God’s 
redemptive acts, the Bible now constitutes our revelation. 
It is God’s revelation to us, a disclosure of His nature, will, 
and purposes. 


Justification Through Faith 

In company with Roman Catholicism, evangelicalism 
teaches the deity of Jesus Christ, the infallibility of the 
Scripture, and the necessity of vicarious atonement. But it 
parts company with Roman Catholicism at many vital 
points. The two systems differ primarily in their concept 
of salvation. Roman Catholicism asserts that man may have 
forgiveness and eternal life by faith plus obedience—an 
obedience which manifests itself by participation in the 
sacraments of the church—and without such participation 
(except in a few rare and dubious cases) there is no salva- 
tion. Sacramental obedience, in short, is not the result of 
saving faith; it is an indispensible element of salvation; in 
itself it is meritorious and efficacious for man’s justification 
before God. Over against this stands the view of Protestant 
orthodoxy that justification, a man’s acceptance and for- 
giveness by God, comes through faith alone apart from any 
good works or any participation in the Christian ordi- 
nances. It comes alone by trust in the sacrificial death of 
Jesus Christ. Hence it comes alone by divine grace. 

The foregoing sketch is confessedly rough-hewn. It may 
help, however, to plot the location of evangelicalism on 
the religious spectrum. 

Undeniably evangelicalism is fundamentalism, if by 
fundamentalism is meant a tenacious insistence upon the 
essential and central dogmas of historic Christianity. Yet 
just as undeniably evangelicalism is not fundamentalism as 
fundamentalism is ordinarily construed. A thoroughgoing 
evangelical recognizes with a wry smile the truth in the 
liberal jibe: “Fundamentalism is too much fun, too much 
damn, and too little mental”! A thoroughgoing evangelical 
realizes that with unfortunate frequency Protestant ortho- 
doxy has degenerated into a rabid sectarianism which fur- 
nishes many recruits for the lunatic fringe of religion. But 
if America is not adequately represented by the conduct of 
some irresponsible tourists, neither is evangelicalism ade- 
quately represented by every snake handler, every holy 
roller, every bigoted fanatic. No, evangelicalism ought to 
be judged by its truly representative creeds and spokesmen. 
So a thoroughgoing evangelical endorses the dictum of J. 
Gresham Machen: there is no good reason why, after two 
thousand years of glorious history, main-stream Christian- 
ity should suddenly degenerate into an ism and become 
fundamentalism. Actually, instead of being an ism of re- 
cent vintage, evangelicalism is main-stream Christianity in 
modern form. With this distinction in mind, then, one may 
speak of evangelicalism as fundamentalism, if he chooses, 
but he may not do so in all fairness if he equates the two 
terms uncritically. Evangelicalism is at once a witness and 
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a protest. It is a witness for the Bible’s unique message of 
God’s redemptive love, wisdom, and power as revealed in 
and mediated through Jesus Christ. That is its positive as- 
pect. Negatively, evangelicalism is a protest, a witness 
against the excessive, unnecessary, eviscerating concessions 
which liberal Protestantism has made to the modern-world 
view. Evangelicalism is concerned about the preservation 
of Christian essentials, convinced that liberalism has need- 
lessly surrendered the very fundamentals. of its historic 
faith. Evangelicalism aspires, consequently, to re-state and 
defend the irreducible minimum of the Gospel. To do this 
it emphasizes certain teachings. 

In the first place, it emphasizes the authority of the Bible, 
holding the Old and New Testaments to be the indefecti- 
ble Word of God. But here again misunderstanding must 
be avoided. For one thing, while biblical in its stress, evan- 
gelicalism is not bibliolatrous, It does not divinize or wor- 
ship a book. It regards Scripture as instrumental, a means 
to the end of a vital God-relationship through Jesus Christ. 
It unwearyingly repeats what Luther declared about the 
Wise Men at the Manger: they came to worship the Christ 
not the cradle in which He lay. Even so, evangelicals do 
not worship the vehicle of revelation. They worship alone 
the Christ whom the Book reveals. 

For a second thing, evangelicalism does not sanction a 
crass literalism in interpretation. It perceives that the Bible 
must be read normally with poetry taken as poetry and 
plain unadorned prose taken for what it is. Its literal in- 
terpretation must, accordingly, not be made into a man-of- 
straw which any liberal can easily demolish. 

For a third thing, evangelicalism does not subscribe to 
the dictation theory of inspiration. It does not teach that 
the writers of the Bible were reduced to automata, secre- 
taries to whom God gave His Truth word by word. Evan- 
gelicalism insists that the authors of the Bible engaged in 
research, employed their own unique circles of thought, 
and wrote in their own personal styles. This is a rather 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Ssaiah 





FOR HE WILL SAY (10:8) 

Whenever man starts talking there is folly to be heard 
unless the man is speaking in accordance with the Word of 
God. The Assyrian has been chosen by God to do the divine 
bidding. The plans of God are to be furthered by his 
rapacious conquests. But at the time the Assyrian moves to 
do the will of God he does not think that he is doing the 
will of God, but rather, nothing more than his own will. 
Blinded by his pride he will not acknowledge that there is 
any authority above his own, not even the authority of God. 
It was reliance upon his own authority that was so great 
a factor in the original sin of Lucifer, and it was a similar 
self-reliance which took Adam out of the place of grace into 
the place of self and death. Without Him we can do noth- 
ing (John 15:5). Anyone who imagines he can do anything 
without God is assuming, with blasphemous pride, the pow- 


er of God. 
Lord, we know that all is in and from Thee. 


ARE NOT MY PRINCES ALL KINGS? (10:8) 

Who is this Assyrian? We have said that he is possibly 
“the king of the North” of the last days. But we must see 
that he is typical of any and all the forces that ever lift 
themselves up against the people of God. In II Kings 23:29 
we read that Pharaoh-Necho, the king of Egypt, went up 
against the king of Assyria. But this king of Assyria was 
really the king of Babylon, and Jeremiah records the de- 
feat of Pharaoh-necho by the king of Babylon (Jer. 46:2). 
Then again, the world empire that followed was under the 
Persians, but the title “king of Assyria” was given to Darius 
in Ezra 6:22. We must not be astonished at this since we 
know that the name of Caesar has been given through the 
centuries, even though spelled differently, to Kaiser and 
Tsar or Czar. It may well be, then, that the Assyrian is a 
title that can be projected to the still later world-empire 
that shall dominate in the last days. And behind all these 
forces is Satan, the prince of this world (Eph. 6:12). 

Lord, we thank Thee that all forces are subject to Thee. 


IS NOT CALNO AS CARCHEMISH? (10:9) 

The Assyrian boasts of successes in the past and of easy 
victories in the future. Strong in pride the evil ruler thinks 
that everything must fall before him as easily as the past 
has been filled with successes. Men do not realize that it is 
God who lifts men up, and that He can, just as easily, put 
them down. We might read it, Is not Calno as easily con- 
quered as Carchemish? Is not Hamath as easily subdued 
as Arvad? Will not Samaria fall as easily as Damascus? We 
know from history that these cities were successively taken 
by Tiglath Pileser III and his successors, Sargon and Sen- 
necherib. “And if God reproves the Assyrian for that haught- 
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iness, how much more ought they to be reproved who 
ascribe to themselves the praise of righteousness and _holi- 
ness, as if they could be regenerated by their own power; 
for it can not be doubted that they rob God of His honor, 
and claim for themselves what belongs to Him!” 

Lord, may we give Thee all glory. 


MY HAND HAS REACHED THE KINGDOMS OF THE 
IDOLS (10:10) 
This is a very important revelation if we wait to look be- 
neath the surface. These words are the proud boasting of 
the Assyrian, the declared enemy of God. He is saying that 
he will overcome Jerusalem as easily as he overcame Dam- 
ascus and the other “kingdoms of the idols.” Here is a 
clear recognition that there is warfare in the camp of Satan, 
that his kingdom is divided against itself, even as our Lord 
said (Matt. 12:26). After the original fall of Lucifer in 
which he was followed by a host of angels, there has been 
a subsequent rebellion of some of these angels against Luci- 
fer, and they, in charge of sections of the whole earthly 
province, are at warfare with one another. Here the As- 
syrian power, dominated by some Satanic force, boasts that 
he has overcome Damascus, dominated by another Satanic 
force, and Samaria, dominated by still another Satanic force. 
Lord, we thank thee that Satan’s kingdom is divided. 


GRAVEN IMAGES DID EXCEED (10:10) - 
The logic of the unsaved man is not spiritual. The Assyrian 
thought that the number of idols in a town would be a 
factor in its defense. In earthly battles, as a rule, the side 
with the most troops will win, but ‘this is not so in spiritual 
matters. The logic of the adding machine is not the logic 
of the Holy Spirit. The wisdom that does not come from 
God is “earthly, sensual, devilish” (Jas. 3:15). Satan knows 
that in his realm the strongest power has the temporary ad- 
vantage, but he does not reckon with God. Any attempt 
at an equation which does not take account of God and His 
eternal purpose and power, is necessarily a false equation. 
Failure to understand this leads to such nonsense as that 
which argues that God is not taking care of His own when 
they are in seeming trouble. Jesus Christ sent His disciples 
away into the storm that He might reveal Himself walking 
on the waves. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy methods of calculation. 


JERUSALEM AND HER IDOLS (10:11) 

There are two Hebrew words for idols in this verse. Lit- 
erally the verse reads, “Shall I not, as I have done unto 
Samaria and her nonentities, so do to Jerusalem and her 
images? The proud king of Assyria who had so easily sub- 
dued Damascus and its horde of idols, and Samaria and 
its great number of idols, naturally considered himself 
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superior both to the human forces and the supernatural 
forces which he thought of as protectors of these cities. He 
now turns his attention to Jerusalem and shows by his words 
that he considers that city and its supernatural protector to 
be no different from those he had already met and con- 
quered. He did not understand that Jehovah was the God 
of all the universe, and the God of Jerusalem in a sense in 
which He was not God of any other city. It was against this 
ignorance of the true God that the Assyrian was about to 
dash himself in pieces. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou hast shown us Thyself. 


WHEREFORE IT SHALL COME TO PASS (10:12) 

The Assyrian has been speaking in proud boasts. With this 
phrase another voice is heard. Isaiah is now announcing that 
which shall come to pass. God, through His prophet, is an- 
swering the insolence of the haughty king and proclaiming 
the judgments that are to come. The indignant answer shows 
how the prophet feels about the blasphemy of the Assyrian 
who dares to compare the God of Israel, the God of the uni- 
verse, with the empty vanity of the heathen idols. The man 
who makes an idol and then worships it is really worship- 
ping himself, for he knows that it is the product of his own 
art. Anyone who ever follows his own will, rather than the 
will of God, is setting himself above God and must, because 
God is love, be brought low. If we will allow our idols to 
be broken then we. will not have to be broken. 

Lord, there is no right way but Thine. 


WHEN THE LORD HATH PERFORMED HIS WHOLE WORK 
(10:12) 

There is a limit to the judgment of God upon His earthly 
people. The heart of biblical prophecy is that “He has not 
cast away His people whom He foreknew” (Rom. 11:2). 
His mercy endureth for ever. What David was able to say 
for himself may be said for all of Israel, “I shall not die, but 
shall live and declare the works of the Lord. The Lord has 
chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to 
death” (Ps. 118:17, 18). So shall it be in the time of the 
great tribulation. Just when it shall appear that Satan’s 
power has overcome Israel, then God will intervene. His 
anger will turn away from His people and will turn upon 
the boasting, vaunting power that is in the process of 
chastening them. Though there was a small fulfillment of 
this in the past it is mainly prophetic. The Lord has not 
cast off His people. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art the unchangeable God. 


| WILL PUNISH . . . THE KING OF ASSYRIA (10:12) 
After God was through using the arrogance and pride of 
the king of Assyria He would punish him also. Men form 
plans and think up means of increasing their own glory. 
God knows all things and uses the greed of one man to 
punish another, and then turns to judge the greedy one. 
This does not make God the designer of greed nor a part- 
ner in it. It is the nature of God, who is love, to want the 
best for man. If man will not take the best he is left to his 
own devices and these take him into the swamp of his own 
willfulness which ends in disaster. This one verse is inter- 
jected in the midst of the king’s boasting to bring things 
into proper perspective. When God’s whole work of the 
Assyrian punishment of Israel is accomplished, then God will 
deal with Assyria. This is God’s method today. Happy the 
man who learns these truths and escapes from God by 
fleeing to God. 
Lord, may we find refuge in Thee. 


BY MY STRENGTH... BY MY WISDOM .. . (10:13) 
This parallels the original sin of Lucifer. Of him it is 
written, “Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you 
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corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor’ 
(Ezek. 28:17). It is all right to have strength, but it is all 
wrong to think that its source is in ourselves. It is all right 
to have wisdom but it is wrong to think that. this -wisdom 
could spring from our own minds. The nature of man is like 


the nature of Satan in that man wants to take credit for ° 


something that he has done. The early church was warned 
not to ordain a recent convert for “he may be puffed up 
with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil” 
(I Tim. 3:6). We are all prone to this very great temptation 
and must learn the opposite: that we can do absolutely 
nothing apart from Jesus Christ (John 15:5), and that when 
we know our weakness we have the framework in which 
God’s strength can be made perfect (II Cor. 12:9). 

Lord, ever make us aware of our nothingness. 
| HAVE REMOVED THE BOUNDARIES OF PEOPLES 
(10:13) 

The reason for this strategem of the despotic conqueror 
is easy to see, but what lies behind it is not so simple. In 
order to prevent possible rebellion, the conquering tyrant 
deported entire populations from one country to another, 
or amalgamated several small countries under a single ad- 
ministration. This policy has been followed in our day by 
Russia to an extent never before known in history. But 
this is a special rebellion against God. We do not know all 
that lies behind it, but the Word of God says, “the Most 
High divided to the nations their inheritance when He 
separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the 
peoples according to the number of the children of Israel” 
(Deut. 32:8; Acts 17:26), the RSV is completely wrong 
here in following the LXX). The action of the tyrant, there- 
fore, was rebellion of a law that God had given even to the 
Gentiles. 

Lord, Thou hast made Thy laws and wilt vindicate Thyself. 


| HAVE GATHERED ALL THE EARTH (10:14) 

The boast certainly goes far beyond the contemporary 
king of Assyria. This is now the boast of Satan’s second 
beast. He first declares that he has put down the inhabitants 
like a valiant man. The word is rendered in the RSV as in 
Psalm 50:13, “Like a bull I have brought down those that 
sat on thrones.” From the figure of the bull the king turns 
to that of a man stealing eggs from a nest, yes, he claims to 
have gathered the riches of all the earth as easily as one 
takes eggs from an abandoned nest. A mother eagle might 
strike to defend her nest, but, says he, “there was none that 
moved a wing, or pecked me or chirped.” This is the power 
that Satan will exercise through the second beast, and this 
is the power that Christ will put down with the brightness 
of His coming. (II Thess. 2:8). 

Lord, we thank Thee that the earth is Thine. 


SHOULD THE AXE BOAST ITSELF (10:15) 

The Lord now answers again this time with sharp irony. 
“Here is an axe, boasting that it has cut down the tree, not 
the man who wields it! Here is a saw boasting that it has 
done the work by its own clever swinging to and fro! One 
would suppose to listen to this boaster that it is the rod that 
swings the man, not the reverse; or that it is the wooden 
staff that lifts up something that is not wood. A staff of 
wood surely needs something that is not mere wood to move 
it, so if a staff does move, it is evidence of something ‘not 
wood,’ far higher than wood, behind it. So if this boastful 
Assyrian ever moves, and is of any effect, it is evidence of 
a power as much higher than himself behind him as a man 
is higher than wood.” The lesson that many have not 
learned and that all must learn is that there is no power but 
of God (Rom. 13:1). The soul that bows to that fact willingly 
will be at peace; the soul that does not bow must be broken. 

Lord, there is no power but of Thee. 
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Walking with the Lord 





What does it mean to you to walk with 
the Lord? Are we in agreement with the 


Holy Spirit? 


BY ROY L. ALDRICH 


in the simplest language. This is true of the doctrine of 

sanctification. In spite of the complexities of this truth, 
the Bible teaches that sanctification is as simple as walking. 
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk ye in him” (Col. 2:6). “But I say, Walk by the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16 
R. V.). The believer instinctively realizes that the essence 
of sanctification is contained in the simple statement, “And 
Enoch walked with God” (Gen. 5:24). 

The question may be raised as to whether there is any 
difference between “walking by the Spirit,” “walking in 
Christ,” or “walking with the Lord”? The answer is that 
these expressions refer to the same fact and the same ex- 
perience. This is true because the work of the Spirit is to 
glorify Christ and to make him reai to the believer. What 
does it mean to walk with the Lord? 

First, it means that we are to agree with the Lord. “Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). The 
answer is obvious. We do not walk with those with whom 
we have disagreement. 

We should agree with the Spirit that there is a conflict 
between the flesh and the Spirit. “For the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these 
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would” (Gal. 5:17). We must agree with the 
Spirit that there is a conflict to be won. Most Christians 
are painfully aware of this truth, but a few disagree with 
the Spirit at this point, and think they have attained some 
sort of sinless perfection. John warns against such disagree- 
ment with the Spirit: “If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (I John 1:8). 

Also we should agree with the Spirit about the sinful 
nature of all the works of the flesh. A suggestive list of these 
works of the flesh is presented in the following passage: 


‘ea of the profoundest truths of Scripture are set forth 
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“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, en- 
mities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, 
envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of which 
I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn you, that they who 
practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God” 
(Gal. 5:19-21 R. V.). Our trouble is that we pick and 
choose among these works of the flesh. We reject the gross 
sins of the flesh, but condone and often practice the more 
subtle sins of the spirit. We would not think of getting 
drunk, but we take part in a bitter church division without 
a twinge of conscience. Like Saul, we make shipwreck of 
our faith because we refuse to agree with God that all that 
pertains to Amalek (type of the flesh) is evil and is to be 
destroyed (I Sam. 15). 

Someone has said, “If we ask ourselves why we are not 
as holy as some of the saints of old, the answer is, because 
we do not want to be.” This is severe, but true. Every 
Christian has the same potential for holiness as had the 
Apostle Paul. Then why such incomplete victory? Because 
it is what we have chosen. We are not willing to agree with 
the Lord that all of the flesh is flesh, and that all of its 
manifestations are equally abhorrent to God. There must 
be a complete reversal of this attitude if we are to walk 
with the Lord. When we agree that pride, and quick tem- 
per, and divisions, and unkind gossip belong in the same 
category with drunkenness, immorality, and idolatry,—then 
God will give victory over the former as easily as he gives 
victory -over the latter sins of the flesh. 

We must acknowledge that all of the works of the flesh 
are sinful, and desire victory over them all, if we are to 
walk with the Lord. 

In the second place, to walk with the Lord means to de- 
pend upon the Lord. This dependence is not to be partial, 
but complete. “Without me ye can do nothing” (John 15: 
5b). 

Christ is both our salvation and our sanctification. “But 
of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion” (I Cor. 1:30). We have made real progress in the 
Christian life when we realize that we have all things in 
Christ, including our sanctification. Christ is our victory 
over sin, and that victory is made real in our experience 
as we commit the battle to him. 

A Christian friend once told this interesting story out of 
his own life. For years he had smoked cigars. He was the 
teacher of a class of boys in his Sunday School. The Lord 
revealed that he should give up smoking, and set a better 
example for his class. He tried to stop, but found himself 
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engaged in an unsuccessful struggle which lasted for days. 
Finally, after another defeat, he dropped to his knees in 
his office and prayed for help. As he prayed, Galatians 2:20 
came to his mind: “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” He saw 
the truth of this verse as he had never seen it before, and 
so said: “Lord, if you want to smoke, it is all right with 
me.” Immediately he was healed from the tobacco habit 
and had no need to go out into the shop where other men 
were smoking to prove the reality of his deliverance. Victory 
came because he stopped struggling and committed the 
responsibility to the Lord—where it belongs. 

The Christian life is a supernatural life. The believer 
learns that to live a single day well-pleasing to God de- 
mands a continuous miracle. Every step must be sustained 
by the power of the indwelling Christ, or there will be 
failure. 

Peter’s walking on the water was a miracle, in the physi- 
cal realm, which portrays the greater miracle of walking 
with the Lord in the spiritual realm. The moment Peter 
considered the wind and the waves, instead of the Lord, he 
began to sink. But when he looked to the Lord and trusted 
him, he discovered that he could walk on the water. The 
Lord invites us to a supernatural walk over the waves 
aroused by the world, the flesh, and the devil. Our position 
is just as precarious and just as safe as was Peter's. If, for a 
single moment, we are afraid and forget the Lord, we sink. 
However, as we trust the Lord and count on his presence, 
we most surely walk in victory. 

To walk with the Lord means, therefore, to depend on 
the Lord. 


In the last place, to walk with the Lord means to walk 
with the Lord. We are not to lag behind, or wander out 
to one side, or run ahead. There can be no period of priv- 
acy in walking with the Lord, nor are there any vacations. 

A wife and husband sometimes window-shop along the 
avenue. They pause in front of a window that displays 
beautiful but expensive women’s dresses. The husband is 
not interested and so he walks ahead to a window that dis- 
plays hardware. In a moment his wife catches up but goes 
beyond him to a window that contains household goods. 
The next moment the husband passes his wife to stop at 
a display of fishing tackle. Thus they zig-zag down the 
street. This is not the way to walk with the Lord. Every 
interest must be His interest. Every window of life should 
be viewed with the Lord, or it should not be seen at all. 

The story of Hudson Taylor’s entrance into the more 
abundant Christian life is told in the book, Hudson Tay- 
lor’s Spiritual Secret, by Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor. This 
book cannot be recommended too highly. The chapter on 
“The Exchanged Life” tells the story of Mr. Taylor’s great 
transformation. Hudson Taylor had been a missionary in 
China for a number of years before he learned the secret 
that changed his whole life. The light dawned as the result 
of a letter received from a fellow missionary, John Mc- 
Carthy, who was laboring in another part of China. Mc- 
Carthy wrote about the way of holiness. The entire letter 
should be read, but its essence is contained in this quota- 
tion from a book entitled Christ Is All: “The Lord Jésus 
received is holiness begun; the Lord Jesus cherished is holi- 
ness advancing; the Lord Jesus counted upon as never ab- 
sent would be holiness complete.” It will be found profit- 
able to memorize and meditate upon the last part of this 
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Separation or Isolation? 


It is no secret that there are hundreds of people in every 
community who are unreached by the churches. They go 
their way as if the churches did not exist. They do not 
even enter to see what the churches have to offer. 

Why is this? It would be very easy to put the blame on 
them, saying that they know they are welcome, and it is 
their fault if they do not come. It is also possible to find a 
reason in the nature of the message we proclaim, for the 
Scriptures teach that “the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness” (I Cor. 1:18). 

But we know there are other reasons, too. Sometimes it is 
the inconsistency of our lives. We do not live up to what 
we profess. Or it could be our lack of concern. We have 
withdrawn ourselves from those about us who are not in 
our circle. We have become quite smug in the satisfaction 
of our own status before God, and we have grown indiffer- 
ent to the status of others before God. We may even declare 
that we have “come out from among them” in accordance 
with the scriptural teaching in II Corinthians 6:14-18, but 
our separation may be virtual isolation. We may talk much 
about not being of the world, but forget that we are in the 
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world to bear faithful witness to Him who is our Savior. Is 
there anything we have done in the course’ of the past week 
to reach a single individual for Christ? 

The distinction between separation and isolation is one 
that must be carefully drawn. Jesus was “separate from sin- 
ners” and yet He was called “the Friend of publicans' and* 
sinners.” He was “holy, harmless, undefiled” yet He mingled’ 
freely among them. They did not corrupt Him, but He de- 
livered many of them from their sins becausé of His loving 
concern for them. 

Do we have friends among the unsaved? Then we are the 
ones who can reach them. We need not be drawn into their 
ways, but we shall never draw them into the way of the 
Lord unless we show a spiritual interest in them. 

Think of what could happen if each one of us would as- 
sume responsibility for some unsaved friend—praying for 
him, seeking to win him, or at least inviting and offering 
to accompany him to the services of the church where he 
might come under the hearing of the Word of God. How 
recently have you tried? 

Howard W. Oursler 


Prosperity of the heart is more important than prosperity of the hand 17 











WINDOW ON 


THE WORLD 





Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Moslems Forming Missionary Societies to Convert Africans to Islam 
Protestants Shirking Needs of City-Dwellers 
Communists Renew Persecution of Christians in East Germany 


PROTESTANTS SHIRK: DUTY’IN CITIES 


At a recent meeting of the National 
Council of Churches Division of Home 
Missions, the problem of the big city 
church was studied. Speakers pointed 
out that Protestantism had been satis- 
fied to see city churches closed and 
moved to suburban areas, leaving great 
areas in the cities without proper mis- 
sionary work. A generation ago these 
areas were occupied by immigrants from 
Europe. Today the inhabitants are from 
rural areas in the South, largely Negro, 
and Porto Rican. The report suggested 
that devoted missionaries were needed 
who were willing to bring up their fami- 
lies in these neglected areas. “The new 
type of city minister” the report sug- 
gested, “will be trained in ju-jitsu, bar 
evangelism, knowledge of police court 
procedures, and a host of other matters 
not now provided by the curricula of 


the average theological seminary.” 
ISLAM SPREADS IN AFRICA 


A fact that is very well known to all 
missionary leaders has been re-empha- 
sized by the Lutheran Church. Two 
leaders of the Lutheran World Missions 
department returning recently from Af- 
rica have pointed out that Islam is a 
great threat to Africa. The Sudan In- 
terior Mission has been largely extended 
as a line across Africa as a barrier to 
the incoming of Islam. Christians should 
know, however, that for the first time in 
history the Moslem leaders have formed 
definite foreign missionary societies and 
are now sending out foreign mission- 
aries to convert Africans to Islam. The 
day of conversion by the sword, which 
gained Mohamedanism its largest spread 
is, of course, over. Islam, however, has 
a great appeal to the Africans, as they 
are permitted four wives and all other 
appurtenances of a religion of the 
senses. 





THE CHURCH ON SEX AND DIVORCE 


The Moral Welfare Council of the 
Church of England has begun the pub- 
lication of a report called The Church 
Cares. The articles written are slanted 
toward those who have sex problems or 
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who have been the victims of divorce. 
England was stunned recently by the is- 
suance of a police report showing the 
astronomical increase in arrests for 
crimes of homosexuality. At the time of 
the issuance of the report it was stated 
that if the nondetected increase of 
homosexuality was in the same propor- 
tion as that which has been detected, 
more than 10 per cent of the male pop- 
ulation is involved. It is good to know 
that “the Church cares” for certainly in 
this they become like the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He cares. There can be no doubt 
that many church leaders and many 
church members have a totally unreal- 
istic attitude towards matters of sex. In- 
cluded in the report is a very fine para- 
graph which needs study by Christians 
everywhere. “If and when faith decays, 
its place as the main driving force of 
conventional society must inevitably be 
taken by sex, for sex is the great natural 
means of fulfilment, of completion, and 
of union for men and women. Hence it 
is the Church’s care that sex should be 
rightly used and guided.” Sex by itself 
must always fail to give men and wom- 
en what they need. It is the experience 
of every pastor who has dealt with many 
cases of broken homes and infidelities 
that the universal confession of those 
involved is that they did not get what 
they went after in sex. We believe that 
this is a part of the structure of sex as 
God has created it. Sex was meant to 
bring a Christian man and a Christian 
woman together with Christ as the third 
member of the trinity. If this can be un- 
derstood, the relationship between the 
three can let us know in a small way 
what goes on inside of the Trinity. Any 
couple who has not learned. some of this 
has not obtained from marriage that 
which God meant us to get. 


About divorce the report says, “it is 
no use for the Church to play ostrich 
and merely condemn it.” A very high 
divorce rate cannot help but have a 
steadily increasing effect on the minds 
of young people entering or contemplat- 
ing marriage. 

There is a continual assault upon the 
minds of young people, a bombardment 


of ideas that the Church knows to be 
false. . . . Perhaps in some ways an 
even more serious factor lies in the por- 
trayal (and easy acceptance) of false 
standards both of life and of love and 
ia a continual appeal to a glamor that 
is often spurious. This is noticeable in 
many films and in the trivialities of 
some women’s magazines. . . . The con- 
tinual drumming into young people's 
heads of the cheaper ideas must have a 
cumulative effect.” 

This is all well stated, and it is very 
important that the people who have 
been enmeshed in these false ideas and 
whose lives have been twisted and 
wrecked should know that the Lord Je- 
sus Christ cares and that those who have 
named His name truly care. 


IS CHRISTIANITY FOR WHITES ONLY? 


The Minister of Defense of the Union 
of South Africa, Mr. Erasmus, has made 
a strong statement appealing to the 
western democracies to use South Africa 
as a bastion against encroaching Com- 
munism in Africa. The Defense Min- 
ister had nothing practical to offer but 
suggested that at the time of the sing- 
ing of “God Save the Queen” there 
should be sung in addition one verse 
from “Die Stem van Suid Afrika.” The 
patriotic hymn is to be sung in Afri- 
kaans in the month when that language 
is official and in English in the alternate 
months. 

Fifty years ago the British put down 
the rebellion of the Boers and formed 
the Union of South Africa. The Boers 
by producing families of eight to twelve 
children on the average have in the last 
half century come into the predominant 
voting majority and have taken posses- 
sion of South Africa. Though these peo- 
ple started out as Hollanders, overseas 
their super-hyper-Calvinism has turned 
into a religion of persecution. Theolo- 
gians among them deny that the Negro 
has a soul, and their barbaric treatment 
of the black man is unsurpassed on 
earth. The practical way to form a 
bastion against Communism is to have 
a nation with righteousness and justice. 
God is the judge, but events in South 
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. Africa seem to give us a great illustra- 


tion of the passage in the Scripture 
where some. were astonished because 
they were told they had not done it un- 
to one of the least of these the Lord’s 
brethren. We are aware of the primary 
interpretation of that passage, but sure- 
ly those who show the love of Christ to 
the downtrodden and miserable blacks 
of South Africa are the ones who will 
be counted as sheep in the judgment, 
while those who have taken the arrogant 
attitude of racial domination to the 
hurt and destruction of millions of de- 
fenseless blacks must be brought low. 
There are fortunately a few even among 
the Boers who have the spirit of Christ. 
Their lot is a hard one, and we must 
pray for them. 


COMMUNISTS PERSECUTE CHRISTIANS ; 

Bishop Dibelius of the Lutheran 
Church in East Germany has announced 
that a new wave of civil persecution has 
been undertaken by the Communists. 
He noted particularly the renewed activ- 
ity of the State in behalf of its own 
“youth initiation ceremony.” Parents 
and children who object to these cere- 
monies are being threatened with all 
sorts of reprisals. At Cottbus children 
who had left the Communist youth or- 
ganization because of its anti-religious 
tendencies were being proscribed at 
their schools and even excluded from 
the common harvest effort. “In no other 
country in the world is the Christian 
population thus imposed upon,” he 
said. He added that constitutional guar- 


‘antees of freedom of religious practice 


were being flagrantly disregarded. “The 
pressure was especially heavy in East 
Berlin, Dr. Dibelius said, and he was 
reckoning with 55,000 resignations from 
Church membership in the course of 
1955 and anticipating more in the fu- 
ture. He said that in East Berlin the 
Church was on the road from being a 
peoples’ Church to being a minority 
Church. 


KOREA CONFERENCES SLATED 

The early autumn conferences in 
Korea and other parts of the Orient un- 
der the auspices of World Vision, Inc. 
were attended by very large crowds. 
Under the direction of Dr. Bob Pierce, 
a team of speakers went to the Orient 
for pastoral conferences and mass ral- 
lies. More than three thousand pastors 
attended’ the conference in Seoul, and 
eighty thousand people attended the 
mass rally addressed by Dr. Pierce at 
the close of the conference. Similar pas- 
toral conferences were held in Hong 
Kong and Manila with great success. 

Conferences of the same nature will 
be held in the coming summer and 
autumn, and the editor of Erernrry has 
been asked to be one of the speakers 
and will expect to go to the Orient 
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some time in July for conferences 
throughout the remainder of that 
month, August, and the first half of 
September. Pray for these meetings and 
for Bob Pierce. 


ZHUKOV A CHRISTIAN? 

John Morley, a columnist and lectur- 
er, told an audience in Tacoma, Wash- 
ington, as reported in a local newspaper, 
that the free world was gaining and 
gave fantastic figures of religion behind 
the Iron Curtain. Among other things, 
Mr. Morley stated. that Zhukov was a 
Christian and that Zuhkov would be- 
come top man in the Soviet Republic. 
Americans must be very wary of such 
propaganda as this. Zhukov is a member 
of the Communist Party. In order to be 
a member of the Communist Party, it is 
absolutely necessary to be an atheist. No 
person who is not an avowed atheist 
can be a member of the Communist 
Party. All stories about Russian leaders 
being Christians or friendly to Christ- 
ianity are necessarily false. 


CATHOLICS TO COLONIZE CAROLINAS 
Msgr. Luigi Ligutti has been in Italy 
on a very strange errand. He, along 
with a group of Roman Catholic lay- 
men, purchased a large tract of land in 
South Carolina and has gone to Italy to 
get Italian farmers and their wives to 
start a Roman Catholic colony in South 
Carolina. Msgr. Ligutti said that he 
never chose a girl if her mother’s house 
was disorderly—neatness being a sign of 
a good worker. The priest also figures 
that if the wife is a good worker the 
farm will succeed. Seventy-five such 
families are being brought to America 
on the first venture and are taking over 
two thousand acres of land in York 
County. The priest announces that the 
colony will produce fruits, vegetables, 
and table wine to be sold in neighbor- 
ing cities. He further announced that he 
was interested in this work because “the 
average of Roman Catholics in’ the 
Carolinas is less than in China. I want 
healthy Italian wives to increase the 
number of Catholics in that area.” 


JOSHUA FOUGHT WHEN? 

New excavations in Jordan at the site 
identified by Garstang as the biblical 
city of Hazor have brought to light a 
remarkable basalt statue of a seated man 
in a Canaanite sanctuary or memorial 
to a king. The archaeologists believe 
that the building was destroyed at the 
time of the capture of the city by 
Joshua. The finding of Mycenean pot- 
tery at the site has led to a revision of 
theories on the date of Joshua. The cur- 
rent idea is that he occupied Hazor in 
the 13th century B.c., not the 14th. 


A NEW DOGMA? 

The London Daily Mail has publish- 
ed an article by its Rome correspondent 
that is of great interest in the Mariol- 


atry question. The dispatch is of such 
importance that we print it in full. 

“The Vatican described as ‘incorrect 
and misleading’ reports today that the , 
Pope had asked committees of theolo- 
gians in Rome, Belgium, and Spain. .to 
examine a ‘new dogma’ about the Vir- 
gin Mary. 

The tentative dogma which is more 
than 50 years old, holds that the Virgin 
is the sole mediator between mankind 
and God. 

In fact, the three committees were 
created soon after Pope Pius XII was 
elected in 1939, and they completed 
their reports several years ago. 

And contrary to the reports, all three 
committees were in favor of the dogma, 
but it is highly unlikely to be proclaim- 
ed in the near future. 

The Sacred Congregation of the Holy 
Office, the highest authority under the 
Pope on all matters of faith and morals, 
I learn, issued a secret directive during 
the 1954 ‘Marian Year’, urging church- 
men favoring the ‘mediation dogma’ ‘to 
use moderation. 

Regard for Protestant feelings is be- 
lieved: to have been the main motive be- 
hind the order. Also, it is an unwritten 
law that the Pope should use his ‘dog- 
matic infallibility’ only at long inter- 
vals—and he used that power as recently 
as 1950 to proclaim the Madonna’s bod- 
ily assumption to Heaven.” 


AUTOMATION 

In one of the Editor’s Bible classes 
he described a new gimmick in a Ro- 
man Catholic Church in the Loop ‘in 
Chicago. Instead of burning candles, the 
worshipper places a dime in a machine 
like a parking meter, which then turns 
on an electric light in the shape of a 
candle which burns for kilowatt units. 
A correspondent who heard my remarks 
has written to fefer to an occurrence in 
the classics that is in the direct line of 
ancestory of such a practice. He writes, 
“However ‘modern’ and unique this 
time-and soul-saving device might ‘be, I 
think it can be equalled in genius by a 
contraption invented in the ancient 
Hellenistic age, a coin machine for dis- 


~pensing holy water.” Remember that 


this was in the pagan temples long be- 
fore the time of Christ: “A coin was 
dropped through a slot and fell onto 
a trip-lever which lifted a valve con- 
trolling the flow from a built-in reser- 
voir. An obvious drawback to this ma- 
chine was that it could not distinguish 
between a drachma and a mina—or a 
heavy button, for that matter. The coin, 
or slug, only touched the lever mo- 
mentarily, thus delivering a single squirt 
irrespective of the value of the offer- 
ing.” Human credulity is a fearful thing. 
The idea behind the candle or the light 
is that a busy person can go on about 
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THIS CONCLUDES OUR SERIES ON MARY WORSHIP 


THE FINAL BLASPHEMY 


By THEODORE HAX 


uring the past century there has been a growing de- 

mand in the Catholic Church for a papal definition 

that would confer upon Mary the added title, Medi- 
atrix of All Graces. Some have even been bold enough to 
suggest the title, Co-redemptress. Thus one bishop wrote: 
“We know certainly that she, inthe fulness of time, was 
Co-redemptress of the human race, together with her Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” To anyone who has studied the 
literature of Catholic theology on this subject it is crystal 
clear that efforts are consistently made to parallel Mary 
with Christ, so that every prerogative which belongs to 
Him shall be imputed to her also. 

Christ’s ascension was paralleled by her assumption. As 
Christ’s ascension was followed by His ministry of inter- 
cession for us, so Mary’s assumption is followed by her con- 
stantly interceding for poor sinners. As Christ is our Ad- 
vocate, so Mary becomes our Advocate. Sheen quotes Abe- 
lard who said of her: “After the Trinity you are our only 
hope . . . you are placed there as our advocate; all of us 
who fear the wrath of the Judge, fly to the Judge’s Mother.” 

It is claimed that Mary’s intercessions cannot fail. If 
Judas the betrayer of Christ is in hell, writes Sheen, it is 
because he deliberately turned his back on Mary when he 
went out to hang himself. If he is not in hell, it is because 


in that split second, he looked from his hill to the hill of 


Calvary, and saw there the Mother with her Divine Son 
and died with this prayer on his lips: “Mother of sinners, 
pray for me!” 

Mary is said to be not only the Mother of those who are 
in the state of grace, but the Queen of those who are not. 
As Christ prayed for His enemies at the cross, so Mary now 
prays for those enemies who would recrucify her Son. A 
modern illustration is cited in the following episode. St. 
Gamma Galgani was one day interceding with qur Lord for 
the soul of a certain sinner. As Gamma pleaded for mercy, 
the Lord Jesus recounted one by one his frightful deeds. 
After the Saviour had refused three times, St. Gamma Gal- 
gani said: “Then I shall ask your Mother.” Our Lord is 
said to have answered, “In that case, I cannot refuse.” An 
hour later the sinner in question came to the confessor of 
the saint and made his full confession. 

Mary’s love for lost sinners is compared with the infinite 
love of God. Liguori quotes John 3:16 and then, with St. 
Bonaventure, applies the words directly to Mary. “She 
(Mary) so loved us as to give her only-begotten Son for us.” 
And when did she give Him? She gave Him, it is claimed, 


20 The purpose of the Christian life is that we have no will of our own 


when she granted Him permission to deliver Himself up 
to death. 

Mary’s love for us at the cross is pictured as being so 
divine and comprehensive that “if executioners had been 
wanting, she herself would have crucified Him, in order to 
obey the Eternal Father who willed His death for our sal- 
vation.” (Italics mine) One can only stand aghast at such 
statements. The inspired prophet Isaiah wrote of the com- 
ing Messiah that He would be “stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted” (Isa. 53:4). The suggestion that He might 
have been stricken and smitten of Mary is revolting to the 
mind that is nourished on the Word of God. 

It seems that every prerogative of God, except that of 
creation, is applied to Mary. In a supposed revelation of 
“Our Blessed Lady herself to St. Bridget,” Mary, it is con- 
fidently believed, said: “I am the Queen of heaven and the 
Mother of Mercy; I am the joy of the just, and the door 
through which sinners are brought to God.” Notice how 
the “I am” is put into the mouth of Mary to parallel the 
“I am’s” of Jesus as recorded in the Gospel of John. Jesus 
said, “I am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved” (John 10:9). According to Roman Catholicism, 
Mary is the door of the Door, just as Mary is the mediatrix 
to the Mediator! It is difficult to be patient with such un- 
scriptural nonsense. 

In Roman Catholic theology Mary is the center and cir- 
cumference of everything. Not only do her prerogatives 
parallel those of Christ, but they parallel those of the Holy 
Spirit as well. It is through the ministry and efforts of Mary 
that men are brought to Christ. Sheen actually says: “The 
main ministry of Mary is to incline men’s hearts to obed- 
ience to the Will of Her Divine Son.” Again he says, 
“Those who lack the faith are to be recommended particu- 
larly to Mary, as a means to finding Christ, the Son of 
God.” In these two sentences the work of the Holy Spirit 
to incline the hearts of men to Christ, and to bring them 
to faith, is directly ascribed to Mary. 

According to the Scriptures it is the Holy Spirit through 
whom the believer comes to have assurance of salvation; 
but according to Catholic devotees of Mary the way to as- 
surance of salvation is through her. “Let us then,” writes 
Liguori, “have recourse, and always have recourse, to this 
most sweet Queen if we would be certain of salvation.” In 
contrast to this God’s Word declares, “The Spirit Himself 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of 
God” (Rom. 8:16 R.V.). And again, “These things have I 
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written to you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God, that ye may know that ye have eternal life” (I John 
5:13). 

An who cast themselves on Mary are promised the cer- 
tainty of their salvation, as the following quotation will 
show: 

Blessed are they who live under the protection of such 
a loving and powerful Mother. . . . St. Robert Cardinal 
Bellarmine exclaims: “Who would ever dare to snatch 
these children from the bosom of Mary, when they have 
taken refuge there? What power of hell, or what tempta- 
tion can overcome them, if they place their confidence in 
the patronage of this great Mother, the Mother of God 
and of them?” 

Jesus said, concerning the security of His sheep, “Neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand” (John 10:28); 
but according to the above quotation the bosom of Mary 
is a place more secure than in the hand of our all-powerful 
Saviour. Indeed the omnipotence of God is transferred to 
Mary when she is thus addressed: “All power is given to 
thee in heaven and on earth, and nothing is impossible to 
thee who canst raise those who are in despair to the hope 
of salvation.” The prayers and intercessions of Mary in 
heaven are said to be so powerful that they are more like 
commands. St. Bernardine is quoted as saying: “At the 
command of Mary, all obey, even God.” 

Mary is actually said to have become omnipotent by the 
grace of her Son. From The Glories of Mary, we quote the 
following: (our emphasis) 

Since the Mother, then, should have the same power 
as the Son, rightly has Jesus, who is omnipotent, made 
Mary also omnipotent: though, of course, it is always 
true that where the Son is omnipotent by nature, the 
Mother is only so by grace. 

One Catholic author vies with another in the effort to 
exalt Mary’s power, position, and influence in Heaven. 
The Abbot Guerricus, addressing himself to the divine 
Mother on this subject is quoted as saying: “Continue, 
Mary, continue to dispose with confidence of the riches of 
Thy Son; act as Queen, Mother and Spouse of the King: 
for to thee belongs dominion and power over all creatures!” 
This is nothing else than attributing to Mary the power 
of God, and that without the slightest scriptural warrant. 

Catholic theology makes Mary our savior almost equally 
with Christ. Jesus and Mary are called the “two anchors of 
salvation.” St. Bonaventure is approvingly quoted as fol- 
lows: “God will not save us without the intercession of 
Mary.” The prayer of St. Germanus reads: “What will be- 
come of us; what hope can we have of salvation if thou 
dost abandon us, O Mary, who art the life of Christians?” 
In this prayer Mary is addressed as the only hope of our 
salvation, which is true. of Christ, and not true of Mary. 
Furthermore, Mary is called the life of Christians. But our 
Lord Jesus Christ said, “I am the way, the truth and the 
life” (John 14:6). This continual transference of the at- 
tributes of the Son of God to Mary is nothing less than 
blasphemy. 

Jesus said, “No man knoweth the Son, but the Father; 
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he 
to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him” (Matt. 11:27). 
Catholicism contradicts this in the following prayer ad- 
dressed to Mary: 

There is no one, O most Holy Mary, who can know 
God but through thee: No one who can be saved or re- 
deemed but through thee, O Mother of God: no one who 
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can be delivered from dangers but through thee, O Vir- 


gin Mother; no one who obtains mercy but through thee, — 


O filled with all grace. 

Not only is Mary said to be the way to God, the way to 
salvation, she is said to be our advocate who is able to save 
all who come to God through her. St. Bernard prays to 
Mary as follows: “O great Advocate, thou willest and all 
things are done.” The same honored son of Rome is further 
quoted as saying, “The Eternal Father, wishing to show all 
the mercy possible, besides giving us Jesus Christ, our prin- 
cipal Advocate, with Him, was pleased also to give us 
Mary, as our Advocate with Jesus Christ.” We have already 
seen that Mary is believed to be the door to the Door of 
heaven, and the mediatrix to the Mediator, and now also 
the advocate with the Advocate. All of this shows how 
nonsensical a theology can become when it presumes to be 
wiser and better taught by tradition than by the Word of 
God. 

When Mary is thus conceived as being a kind of second 
saviour it is a short step to saying, as Liguori does, “The 
way of salvation is open to none otherwise than through 
Mary.” 

St. Bernard is further quoted as follows: “It was more 
becoming that both sexes should cooperate in the repara- 
tion of an evil in causing which both had shared. Hence 
Blessed Albert the Great calls Mary, the helper of redemp- 
tion.” Of course, every Christian acknowledges that it was 
a great honor bestowed upon Mary that God should have 
chosen her to give birth to the promised Redeemer who is 
Son of God as well as true man; but it is going far beyond 
the warrant of Scripture to deduce that Mary’s submission 
to God’s gracious will amounted to a cooperation in the 
great work of redemption in which Mary and Jesus shared 
more or less equally. The perversion to which such extreme 
deductions lead is demonstrated in the following explan- 
ation: , 

Suarez says, “that Mary cooperated in our salvation in 
three ways; first, by having merited by a merit of con- 
gruity the Incarnation of the Word; secondly, by having 
continually prayed for us whilst she was living in this 
world; thirdly, by having willingly sacrificed the life of 
her Son to God.” 


(Continued on page 37) 


A single Japanese word, “mokusatsu” may have changed mai 
It has two meanings: (1) to ignore, (2) to refrain from 

Emperor was ready to end the war in July 1945 when the Allies 
sued the Potsdam ultimatum. The cabinet issued a 
nouncing a policy of “mokusatsu”, with the second meaning 
no comment until they could have time to 
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would have been a loss of face so the matter 
and as a result, the war wi 

churia, atomic bombs fell on Japanese cities, and the Korean 
drew a line which made 

interpreted. There is a greater word now sent out to the world: 
grace. Will you bow before the Word of God and accept His. grace? 
To refuse is to trample that grace under foot and 

believe is to enter into the salvation that is a part of that grace. 


No one needs Christ more than the one who asks Him to leave 21 
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CHAPTER 17 part 2 


SATAN’S GREAT FRUSTRATION 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Satan and the “Christian” Era 

In the prophecy of Daniel, God had announced a suc- 
cession of world empires. He had told Nebuchadnezzar that 
he was the head of gold represented by the great statue in 
the dream which Daniel had recovered and interpreted for 
him. Following Nebuchadnezzar, there was to be the silver 
empire of the Medes and the Persians, succeeded by the 
brazen kingdom of the Greeks, and ultimately by the iron 
empire of Rome (Dan. 7). Although God has said that the 
kingdoms of the world shall not last, but shall be brought 
down in crushing defeat before the might of the returning 
Lord Jesus, Satan has done everything in his power to bol- 
ster up the earthly empires that he might have some human 
force to use in his fight against the plans of God. 

We haye seen how he gave power to the nations that 
came out of Ham for more than a thousand years. When 
it became evident that Japheth was indeed going to dom- 
inate, Satan shifted his hopes to this third son of Noah and 
the nations that came out of him. God had said that Jap- 
heth would dwell in the tents of Shem, and this has been 
the case for about two thousand years. Satan knows that 
the promises are to the sons of Shem, so it pleases him to 
support Japheth. Look for a moment at one or two charac- 
teristics of the history of the “Christian” era. The power 
of the Roman Empire was great, but it had the forces of 
decay within and was doomed to be eclipsed. Time and 
again Satan sought to give life to its ghost. Charlemagne 
was the first effort. The Holy Roman Empire (which, as 
Lord Bryce pointed out, was neither holy, Roman, nor an 
empire) put its dwarfish self into the giant toga of the 
Caesars, but the misfit was obvious, and it had more trouble 
lifting Caesar’s sword than David had with that of Goliath. 
Charles V of Spain, Napoleon, Kaiser Wilhelm, Hitler— 
various puppets of Satan moved in the same direction but 
never with ultimate success. The kings adopted the name 
of the Caesars, and its distorted grandeur echoed in Europe 
until our own generation, when its German form, kaiser, 
disappeared with World War I, and its last syllable, czar, 
was lost in the Russian revolution. 

The fact should be evident. Satan cannot unite the poli- 
tical world. If such an attempt at world union as the League 
of Nations or the United Nations should really come to 
fruition, Satan could point to his success in uniting man- 
kind and bringing peace on earth by a combination of his 
efforts with those of men, and there would be no necessity 
for the further intervention of God. In pointing out the 
folly of human character efforts to bring salvation to an 
individual, God has said, “If righteousness come by the 
law, then Christ is dead in vain” (Gal. 2:21). It is just as 
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true that if righteousness could come py the conglomerate 
efforts of the kingdom-builders the return of Christ would 
be unnecessary. 

Satan Tries Religious Union 

While Satan has been working at his efforts to unite poli- 
tical man politically, he has not overlooked the possibility 
of uniting religious man religiously. As decided an effort 
as that to build an empire through kings and armies has 
been his effort to build a religious kingdom through the 
papacy. But there can be no doubt of the fact that God’s 
promises to the believers are spiritual, not temporal prom- 
ises during this present age. Thus we do not read that the 
believers shall be loved by the world, but that “they that 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (II Tim. 
3:12). We do not read that the world will accept our lead- 
ership, but “the world knoweth us not because it knew Him 
not” (I John 3:1). Our Lord said, “My kingdom is not of 
this world, else would My servants fight” (John 18:36). If 
we have battles, they are to be in the spiritual realm. If 
we have enemies, they are not of flesh and blood, but among 
the principalities and powers, the rulers of this world’s 
darkness, the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the Heavenly 
places (Eph. 6:12). And it is in this warfare that we may 
triumph. Clothed in the armor which He has provided for 
us (Eph. 6:13), we may expect victory, for the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds (II Cor. 10:4). 

The Devil has worked in at least two ways to overcome 
the announced plan of God to bring righteousness upon 
the earth through the return of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
through the superimposition of the kingdom of God by the 
direct act of the Lord Himself. The one effort has been to 
build a temporal religious kingdom and claim all the 
promises for it; the other. has been to deny the material 
reality of the future.kingdom and look for the gradual 
coming of some kingdom of sweetness and light by the 
efforts of man. The one has been largely Roman Catholic, 
the other has been largely Protestant. 


Rome—the temporal religious Kingdom 

The first of these efforts finds its fulcrum on the hill of 
the Vatican. We look back into the Scriptures and see that 
the true church was to be composed of those who were born 
again, called out of the world and hated by it. The body 
of believers was to be a company of witnesses to the truth 
in the midst of a Christ-rejecting world, despised and re- 
jected by that world even as Christ had been despised and 
rejected of men (Isa. 53:3). There was to be an organiza- 
tion, yes, but it was to be a simple thing—twelve disciples, 
seven deacons, and elders ordained in every community. 
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But suddenly there came a great and abnormal growth. 
The Lord had described it in advance in the third of the 
parables of Matthew 13. He did not give the interpretation 
of this parable of the mustard seed, and the imagination of 
men has run riot seeking an interpretation that would please 
the carnal mind, instead of realizing the absolute necessity 
of adopting the interpretation that does not make a mock- 
ery of the parables which our Lord Himself explained. 
Men have fancied that the tiny mustard seed was the begin- 
ning of a great world religious organization, that its foliage 
would fill the whole earth, and that all would rest in its 
branches or lodge in its shadow. Ultimately the church 
would triumph, and man would have done it all—with slight 
aid here and there from God. 

The true meaning, of course, is the one which harmon- 
izes perfectly with what the Lord taught elsewhere. The 
key is found in the abnormality of the herb that grew up 
to be a tree. We could paraphrase it by speaking of a rose 
bush that had buds when you left your garden, but when 
you returned it had become a California redwood tree, 
piercing the sky. Rose bushes do not become redwood 
trees while their gardeners are having lunch, and mustard 
seeds do not produce trees. It is abnormal. The Lord 
planted the tiny seed and meant the church organization 
to be, like the small plant, only large enough to cover its 
simple administrational needs, for-the church was to be 
directed spiritually by the true vicar of Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, sent from Heaven. The tiny seed, which should have 
produced merely the herb of the mustard plant, suddenly 
was seized with a cancerous disorder which in one church 
could be called megalomania. The church organization be- 
came like the dog in Aesop’s fable who dropped its bone 
in order to snatch at a reflection in the water. There were 
rich promises and possibilities which belonged to the 
church, and she could have remained spiritually powerful 
and persecuted. But she dropped the wonderful reality of 
her true position to grasp at the phantom of temporal 
power which she saw in the crumbling empire, and thus 
lost both. There came the lust for temporal power, a lust 
that still burns in the veins of Rome like the fires that burn 
in a senile harlot who reaches for the ghost of her youth. 
But all who are clutched to her foul bosom shall die with 
her. It is written, “I will show unto thee the judgment of 
the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: with whom 
the kings of the earth have committed fornication. . . . 
Behold I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit 
adultery with her into great tribulation” (Rev. 17:1, 2; 
2:22). Thank God, it is written. 


Satan and the Brotherhood of Man 

The second effort of Satan is, for the most part, within 
the midst of Protestantism. It has been more subtle because 
its motives seemed to be unselfish, and its methods seemed 
to be pure. Theologians agreed that the kingdom would 
come on earth but developed the idea that instead of its 
coming at the return of Christ, brought by Him full-grown 
from Heaven, it would come slowly by the religious efforts 
of the church. The church, not temporal, but spiritual, 
would slowly expand until all the earth was included in 
its embrace, until all the sons of Adam had developed their 
potential goodness to the point where their evil would be 
swallowed up in their good. Men would learn to love one 
another, and gradually truth and righteousness would tri- 
umph; the sweet atmosphere of brotherhood would settle 
down over all. Such an idea is so prevalent, such a dream 
haunts the minds of so many men, that one of the outstand- 
ing voices of American Protestantism, speaking before many 
thousands of people in a mass meeting in one of our great 
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cities, said, “I will admit that I am confused. For I see the 
kingdom of God being built upon the earth. I see the ad- 
vance of the leavening standards of righteousness. I see the 
breaking down of racial intolerance:and the lifting of 


the common men. I see the establishment of a regime. 


which desires peace based on brotherhood. I see it as the 
coming kingdom of God, but what confuses me is that 
I see it being built in Russia by professed atheists.” 

The poor deluded man had simply failed to see that it 
was a great Satanic counterfeit, born of Satan the father, 
carried on by the power of antichrists, and in the unholy 
spirit of opposition to the revealed will of God. If man is 
to bring the kingdom of God on earth, either by the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, or by his efforts at social reform and en- 
vironmental improvement, then much of the Bible will 
have to be rewritten to suit the pride of man. The parables 
of our Lord that He Himself explained will have to be 
done over. For example, we would have to find something 
like the following. “The kingdom of Heaven is like unto 
an evil man who sowed tares in a field. But the Lord came 
along and dropped twelve grains of wheat in the field, and 
thus there began the slow developmental process of the 
kingdom of God on eartk.. Little by little, the wheat rubbed 
against the tares and changed some of the tares into wheat. 
More and more wheat rubbed against more and more tares 
until parts of the field began to take on an aspect of pure 
wheat. There were disappointing seasons and good seasons, 
but in the long run the wheat prevailed, and when the 
final harvest came there was nothing in the field but wheat.” 
It sounds pretty, but it makes Jesus Christ a false prophet. 


Fusion or Confusion? 

In the light of these objectives of Satan, we can see de- 
veloping in the world a combination of the two move- 
ments. A Protestant imitation of Rome. How else can we 
look upon the ecumenical movement that seeks to tie in 
the Greek Orthodox Church (wih its veneration of Mary 
and its prayers for the dead), with the American chutch 
organizations (with their unitarianizing liberalism), and 
the state churches of Europe (with their cold and dead 
formalism)? A leading French theologian, the late Doyen 
Emile Doumergue, once pointed out that fusion without 
a true theological basis was nothing but confusion. And 
confusion is, of course, our word for ‘what the Bible de- 
scribes as Babylon. Babylon, we are told, includes the great 
whore seated upon the beast who is called “the mother of 
harlots” (Rev. 17:5). While there are magnificent things in 
the ecumenical movement—one can look with sacred de- 
light and thanksgiving at the movement to oneness such as 
that which is being achieved in the Church of South India 
—and while there are many spiritual gains coming out of 


‘such congresses as that at Evanston, it must be admitted 


that there are things in the ecumenical movement which 
leave much to be desired, and which show the parentage 
of the enemy of souls. The followers of the Vatican party 
line in religion, and the followers of the Communist party 
line in politics, differ little in objective from the followers 
of the Protestant party line when they seek to direct the 
churches into organic union at the expense of Christian 
truth. 


The Shadow and the Substance 
When men desire to erect a great building in an old part 
of a city, they must first of all clear away the building site, 
sometimes necessitating the demolition of a substantial 
structure that might have some use, but which clutters the 
ground so far as the larger development is concerned. This 
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By HAROLD W. FIFE 


FEBRUARY 12, 1956 


Parables on Prayer 
und Scripture: Luke 17:20-18:17 
Devotional Reading: James 5:7-20 
Memory Selection: James 5:16 


INTRODUCTION The two parables on 
prayer are ae in 
our background Scripture by the searching 
ssage on the Kingdom of God in Luke 
17:20-37. The relevance of this is not ap- 
arent at first sight, but becomes so on 
— meditation. Our conception of the 
Kingdom of God and its coming will vital- 
ly affect our prayer life. “When will the 
Kingdom of God come?” ask the Pharisees 
(vs. 20), perhaps in mocking vein, as they 
see so little evidence of it. It is a question 
asked still by many a Christian with more 
than a tinge of unbelief, and by the non- 
Christian with icism or despair. Christ 
teaches that the Kingdom of God does not 
come with outward show; it is within the 
born-again believer, for it is the territory 
ruled by God. Always there will be those 
looking for some spectacular manifestation, 
hence the continuous stream of false cults 
and sects, but the disciple must not be de- 
ceived. When Christ comes in person to 
the earth, there will be no possibility of 
mistake (vs. 24), but first He must suffer 
and be rejected (vs. 25). Then ensues the 
long period of apparent normality with 
eating, drinking, marrying, commerce, etc. 
(vss. gy | followed by judgment (vss. 29- 
36)..To the question, “Where Lord?” is 
given the answer, “Wherever the body is, 
thither will the eagles be “gathered to- 
gether.” Wherever.there is sin, there will 
be judgment; with this searching passage 
throwing its light on the hidden things of 
the Kingdom, we shall be better able to 
study the parables on prayer. (For a most 
interesting, though to the writer of these 
notes not wholly convincing, interpretation 
of this » the reader is referred to 
Dr. G. dampbeil Morgan’s book, The Gos- 
pel according to Luke). 


EXPOSITION 
The Woman and the Unjust Judge 


The parable opens with an explanation. 
It is told to urge the hearers to continual 
prayer as the secret of strength. It is vital 
to keep that fact in mind, or we shall be 
adrift in our interpretation. This passage 
does not enlighten us as to how or why 
God answers prayer; neither is it meant to 
convey to us a picture of God! It teaches 
by contrast. If an unjust judge with low 
motives (vss. 4, 5) will vindicate (so is 
“avenge” better translated throughout this 





Mr. Fife is international chairman 
of the North Africa Mission 





story) the continual cry of a widow, how 
much more will the righteous God vindi- 


cate the cry of His own children, which : 


cry day and night unto Him? Now let the 
light of the previous passage shine on this. 
The Kingdom of God in this present age is 
hidden to the natural eye; consequently it 
is easy for God’s elect to feel that the 
struggle is unavailing and to give up in 
discouragement (e.g. Heb. 12:3—a very ap- 
posite text for today). If prayer were only 
the uttering of words it would be impos- 
sible to persist, but it is the focus of the 
life upon God and the things of the Spirit. 
Where that focus is established, the whole 
life is waiting upon God for the vindication 
of faith. It expects that sin within ultimate- 
ly will be eradicated, for when we see Him 
we shall be like Him; it anticipates with 
joy the day when “Jesus shall reign where 
e’er the sun doth his successive journeys 
run;” it looks for the Lord to answer the 
incessant cries of the elect, and it will not 
be 4. tp for Jesus says He will vin- 
dicate them speedily (suddenly). A wife 
and family wait eagerly through the years 
for the news of the release of the prisoner- 
of-war husband, and while they wait, the 
prayers, doubts, suspense, and fears build 
up. Eventually, freedom comes, and in a 
moment all the doubts of the weary months 
vanish, erased by the husband’s presence; 
so shall it be for the Church, the bride of 
Christ. In that moment when He comes the 
su se of the years will be over. What 
will He look for in us? As the husband will 
look for a faithful wife and family eagerly 
awaiting his return and not grown weary 
(or faint vs. 1) with watching, so will 
Christ look for faith in us (vs. 8b)—a faith 
that has been nurtured through the years 
by turning to Him as the compass turns to 
the north and by a quiet waiting for the 
manifestation of the righteousness of God. 
The question, “Shall He find faith? (or the 
faith)” applied to us individually, can be 
answered by our reaction to verse 1. Either 
we pray and do not faint, or we faint be- 
cause we do not pray. What does Christ 
find in us? 


The Pharisee and the Publican at Prayer 


This lesson is so familiar that we may 
easily miss its nap We would never 
pray those wo of the Pharisee, would 
we? But we might just as self-righteously 
think as we pray, “I thank God that I am 
not as this Pharisee.” The problem is one 
of attitudes, not words, for we may delete 
the repetitive “I” (five times in vss. 11-12) 
from our prayers and still be arrogant. 
Christ tells us where this Pharisee made a 
wrong beginning. He was typical of those 
who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and despised others (vs. 9), and 
everything stemmed from that wrong con- 
ception. They set up their own standards, 
measured themselves against them, and 
were delightfully complacent about the re- 


sult. So do we! Our countries are filled with 
people who, in the words of Scripture, “be- 
ing ignorant of God’s righteousness, and 
going about to establish their own right- 
eousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God” (Rom. 10: 
3). The same spirit easily permeates our 
churches, and we can come complacently 
before God satisfied with our standards, 
service, sacrifice, and tithing, and superior 
in our relationship to others. Such an atti- 
tude chills our worship and spoils our 
testimony. We need the spirit of the publi- 
can who, not lifting up his eyes (let alone 
his pride!) to Heaven said, “God, be merci- 
ful to me, a sinner.” When did this spirit 
and approach to God last characterize a 
prayer meeting in our church or a quiet 
time at home? When did we last really 
humble ourselves as needy sinners before 
the Most High God? Yet we say we know 
and appreciate this parable! The principle 
of prayer enunciated by Christ here search- 
es deeply “for every one that exalteth him- 
self shall be ab and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.” Perhaps the best 
commentary on that is in James 4:3, “Ye 
ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss.” 


The Children 


This sweet incident is the link that binds 
together the whole passage we have con- 
sidered. The disciples, perhaps with the 
best intentions, sought to protect Jesus 
from the attentions of these mothers and 
their children, but His rebuke gives us a 

recious secret of children’s work, “Suffer 
ittle children to come to me and forbid 
them not.” Children are attracted to 
Christ; we hardly need to bring them to 
Him. Then two lessons for the adults: “of 
such is the Kingdom of God,” and “Who- 
soever shall not receive the Kingdom of 
God as a little child shall not enter there- 
in.” Here is the answer to the question 
with which we began, “When will the 
Kingdom of God come?” Watch a little 
child in prayer; notice the simple faith and 
trust; the serenity of expectancy. The King- 
dom of God comes when in our utter de- 
pendence upon God we confess our need 
and look to Him to meet it. We have then 
received the Kingdom of God as a little 
child. Says Dr. Boreham in his book, Mush- 
rooms on the Moon, “I have often wonder- 
ed why we teach children to pray that their 
simplicity may be pitied in the words, 

“Pity my simplicity, 

Suffer me to come to Thee.” 
Why “pity my simplicity”? It is the un- 
— and sublime simplicity of this little 

ild of mine that takes my heart by 
storm and carries everything before it. And 
depend upon it, the heart of the divine 
Father is affected not very differently ....” 
That is what Jesus meant when He took a 
little child and set him in the midst of the 
disciples‘and said, “Whosoever shall hum- 
ble himself as this little child, the same is 
greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven!” 


FEBRUARY 19, 1956 


Jesus Demands a Choice 
Background Scripture: Luke 18:18-19:10 
Devotional Reading: Joshua 24:14-28 
Memory Selection: Joshua 24:15 


INTRODUCTION ‘The events in this pas- 

sage took place within a 
week of the Crucifixion. Christ’s face was 
set steadfastly to go to Jerusalem, and 
neither the loving entreaties of His friends 
nor the fierce hostility of His enemies could 
dissuade Him from His course or halt Him 
on His path. Mark records that such was 
the fixity of purpose, the disciples were 
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amazed and followed behind Him. In the 
light of this setting, it is most illuminating 
to notice that our Lord did stop in that 
set course to meet human need and to face 
human wills with His demand for a choice. 
We see three examples of this in our back- 
ground Scripture. 


EXPOSITION 


The Ruler 


There is much fine material in this man 
and we covet him for Christ. Though a 
ruler, he was not too proud to come run- 
ning to Jesus and to kneel in the dust at 
His feet (Mark 10:17), confessing Him good 
and pleading to know the secret of inherit- 
ing eternal life. He is able to face with sin- 
cere equanimity the challenge of the second 
half of the ten commandments, for his mor- 
ality matches his eagerness, and yet he is 
conscious of spiritual lack. What is it? His 
relationships on the human level were 
right, but he had never faced the unique- 
ness of God’s claims, the fact that God de- 
mands first place in our lives. We quite 
miss the point of this story if we think it 
paints the final folly of riches. In this man’s 
life his folly was riches, because they came 
between him and God. In other lives it is 
home, children, worldliness, sport, social 
position, or sin of the more vulgar sort. 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me,” say the ten commandments, and the 
searching eyes of Christ found the other 
god in which this young ruler trusted. It 
was his riches, and they were keeping him 
from eternal life. Christ says to him, “One 
thing thou lackest;” one boulder is dam- 
ming back the river of eternal life and 
causing a spiritual desert in your soul; it 
is your trust in your riches, so get rid of 
them! Confronted with such a choice, the 
young man goes away sorrowing—an oft- 
repeated story. Is there something in our 
lives usurping the throne of God and bring- 
ing spiritual barrenness? Then we are faced 
with the challenging choice to get rid of it 
or miss the blessing Christ came to bring. 
The interview left two people “very sorrow- 
ful,” the ruler and Christ (vss. 23-24); it 
could and should have been so different! 

Obviously the disciples were amazed (vs. 
26) to discover it was hard for a rich man 
to enter into the Kingdom of God (defer- 
ence to riches dies hard!)—difficult, not be- 
cause of God, but because men let their 
riches obtrude on spiritual matters and 
choose mamman rather than Christ. But 
the door is not closed; it may be a hard 
choice but not an impossible one, for with 
God all things are possible (vs. 27). For 
those who make the right choice there is 
compound interest on the investment (vss. 
29-30). 


The Blind Beggar 


Still the impending crucifixion shadows 
them and Christ forewarns them as to the 
ae of the journey to Jerusalem 
(vss. 31-33). Mercifully the revelation is for 
future faith and understanding, and they 
are protected from present fear by the same 
divine and loving ministry that weaves a 
shelter for us from our ignorance and His 
hiding the future from us (vs. 34). Crossing 
the Jordan and approaching Jericho, Jesus 
halted (despite the disapproval of some 
followers) (vs. 39) at the cry of a blind 
man for mercy. Omnipotence clothed with 
grace offers this man a choice, “What wilt 
thou that I shall do unto thee?” Quick as 
a flash came the answer, “Lord, that I may 
receive my sight,” and immediately he re- 
ceived it. It was easy for this man to make 
the choice with which he was confronted, 
for he, unlike the ruler, knew his need. 
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When Christ with all the omnipotence of 
Deity stands before us with the words, 
“What wilt thou that I shall do unto 
thee?” it is our greatest test for it lays 
bare our sense of need. This blind man had 
the privilege and se genre | of choosing 
the one prayer that he longed to have an- 
swered. What would our response be? It 
might help us to ponder this and write 
down our reply to the question “What wilt 
thou that I shall do unto thee?” Some time 
that is a choice that must be made, and 
our life’s ambition will be focused into a 
sentence-prayer. 

The man who chose wrongly went away 
sorrowing; the other followed Christ, glori- 
fying God; and all .the people, when they 
saw, gave praise unto God (vs. 43). So it 
always is for “there is no other way to be 
happy in Jesus but to trust and obey.” 

Zacchaeus 

Pure (ie. Zacchaeus) they had named 
him at birth in that Jewish home where he 
had been born and carefully trained; but 
the temptation to enrich himself as an un- 
scrupulous taxgatherer under the Roman 

wer had proved too much, and as he rose 
in position, he sank in character and esteem 
(note the unanimity of judgment in verse 
7). But Zacchaeus could have sung with 
meaning: 

Down in the human heart 

Crushed by the tempter 

Feelings lie hidden 

That grace can restore 
and, hearing of Jesus’ approach, he ran 
and climbed into the sycamore tree. Here 
let us quote Dr. Alexander Whyte. “We 
would not have done what Zacchaeus did. 
We are too stiff. We are too formal. We 
have too much starch in our souls .. . 
starch is more deadly than sin. Your soul 
may be saved from sin, but scarcely from 
starch.” Well, that day Zacchaeus was joy- 
ful host to Jesus. What went on behind the 
closed door of his house we do not know, 
but the result is clear. Zacchaeus faced the 
challenge of Christ and made the right 
choice; consequently his life was trans- 
formed. The acquisitive instinct was changed 
to generosity and his ill-gotten gains were 
relinquished. Jesus summed up this radical 
change in the words, “This day is salvation 
come to this house.” In our background 
Scripture there is a commentary on Luke 
18:24-27, in the persons of the two rich 
men, the ruler and Zacchaeus. The former 
roved it is hard for a rich man to enter 
into the Kingdom of God, the latter, that 
with God all things are possible. 


SUMMARY Is there a lovelier sum- 
mary of Gospel truth than 
the last verse of our passage (19:10): “For 
the Son of Man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost”? He seeks to challenge 
us with His demand for decision. What 
shall it be, the transformation as of the 
blind man and Zacchaeus or the poignant 
words concerning the rich young ruler, “He 
was very sorrowful”? 


FEBRUARY 26, 1956 
Teachings on Stewardshi, 
Background Scripture: Luke 16:1-31; 
19:11-27 


Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 9:16-27 
Memory Selection: Luke 16:10 
INTRODUCTION ‘The office of steward is 

one of great trust. The 
tenants of a rich man (such as in this par- 
able) would pay their rent in kind, and the 
steward of a substantial estate would be 
answerable for large quantities of produce. 
His master had to p implicit trust in 
him, and it was, therefore, “required of a 
steward that a man be found faithful” (I 
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EXPOSITION 
The Unjust Steward 


This man has his counterpart in every 
country, and we recognize his finely drawn 
portrait. Dishonest, astute, flabby, and yet 
with no little false pride, we meet his type 
amongst the get-rich-quick. Knowing the 
game was up, he bought (at his master’s 
expense, of course!) some sympathy from 
the debtors so that they would afterward 
receive him (vs. 4). His master, apparently 
a worldly man himself, had to admire his 
cunning, and one can almost hear him say 
as he drove him out, “You must give him 
credit for astuteness, the rascal!” (vs. 8). 
A strange parable? Not at all when you 
realize that it is an earthly story (and how 
true and earthy!) with a heavenly meaning. 

What is the interpretation? This steward 
believed in money; as a child of this world 
(vs. 8) he trusted implicitly in the power 
of material things and therefore used all 
his talent to amass them and use them for 
his ends. That sums up the unjust steward, 
and it is also an accurate portrait of our 
world. Money and ions are every- 
thing. Therefore, bend all your powers (and 
if necessary, your principles!) to get and 
use them for your own ends. But the Chris- 
tian viewpoint is different. It is that all 
material things are transient and meant 
only to be used for spiritual ends. If you 
believe that, says Christ, be at least as keen 
and astute as the worldling who uses the 
present to provide for the future, and let 
your possessions make eternal friends (vs. 
9). If that seems a low motive, we have only 
to remember that what we do with our 
money and possessions is a sure indication 
of our inward spiritual life (vss. 10, 11); it is 
the thermometer faithfully recording the 
inner temperature of the spirit. Our faith- 
fulness with respect to these things will 
condition our ability to receive hidden 
riches (vss. 11, 12) for it shows whether we 
are children of this world or children of 
light. 

There was, alas, no doubt where the 
Pharisees stood, for they, being lovers of 
money (so means the word covetous vs. 14), 
derided Him and in so doing provided an 
object lesson. Unfaithful in money affairs 
(in Christ’s view, the least), they had be- 
come unfaithful in that which is most. 
Chosen to instruct in spiritual things, they 
had obstructed, and now their Lord was 
here to challenge their stewardship! In every 
age when the religious leaders or the church 
has lost its spiritual power, it has tended to 
“write down” its standards to buy popular- 
ity. Forgetting the first duty of stewardship, 
faithfulness, we take what men owe to God 
and win their allegiance to us by reducing 
their indebtedness to Him! Are Christ’s 
standards of marriage too high? (vs. 18) 
Then write them down by 50 percent 
(vs. 6). Are Christian moral standards too 
inflexible? Do people want snippets of 
psychology instead of the word of truth? 
Do some desire the church to be a social or 
political club instead of a center of spirit- 
ual power? Then take thy bill and write it 
down quickly, say the children of this 
world! But the stewards of the mysteries of 
God (I Cor. 4:1) are the children of light 
and see through this folly. Our calling (for 
this parable was en to the disciples, 
vs. 1) is to be faithful stewards, more 
zealous and keen about the riches of the 
Kingdom than the world about its business 
and its sport. 

The Rich Man and Lazarus 

By the world’s standards the rich man 
did nothing amiss. He had great wealth 
and spent it on himself and his belongings. 
In most places even to-day that would earn 
him the adulation of the crowd and the 


interest of the press. At the lovely gate to 
his. home, there lay a in desperate 
condition, unrelieved, unhonored, and un- 
sung. As the world sees it, here is a success 
and a failure story side by side in vivid 
contrast! But death, being no respecter of 
persons, intervened and the graphic words 
of our Lord in verses 22-26 reveal to us the 
way in which our lives run right on through 
the veil. Just as in ae from one country 
to another we find we need new currency, 
so passing the veil, the rich man finds his 
—— worthless. He might on earth 
ave used them with an eye to eternity, 
but was too pre-occupied. Now he cannot 
even send a messenger of warning to his 
brothers (vss. 28-31). Neither would it be 
of any use if he could, for they, already 
ignoring the light they had, would be just 
as indifferent to further illumination. This 
is a terribly searching principle—what we 
do with what we have (be it material, spirit- 
ual or intellectual) is a sure guide to what 
we would do if we had more, and it is that 
factor alone which determines the measure 
of our spiritual life and progress. Be selfish 
now with your money and gifts, and you. 
not only forge the very chains that will 
presently bind you, but also shutter your 
spiritual eyes against any further light. 


The Parable of the Pounds 


The reason for this parable is given in 
the opening verse (11) “He added and 
spoke a parable, because He was nigh to 
Jerusalem, and because they thought the 
Kingdom of God should immediately ap- 
pear.” The tense atmosphere as He moved 
to Jerusalem was still misunderstood by 
them and this parable is told in order that 
they may understand His purpose and not 
be carried away by the current excitement. 

There are vital differences between this 
and the parable of the talents, and they 
must not be confused, for the lessons to 
be learned are quite distinct. 

It was quite customary for a ruler of these 
nations that were tributary to Rome to go 
to Caesar to obtain his Kingdom; while he 
was away, the servants were expected to be 
diligent, and upon his return (assuming his 
expectations were realized) he would re- 
ward them. In like manner Christ was to ° 
go away leaving them with a sacred trust; 
each would receive the same amount, mak- 
ing it apparent that the gift was not natural 
talent but the trust of the Gospel. With 
that pound one could be transformed into 
the same image of Christ by the Spirit; 
disseminating it one could reach untold 
numbers in a lifetime; the possibilities in 
every life are enormous. But some rejected 
Him and His offer out of hand (vs. 14) 
while others, with varying degrees of devo- 
tion, met with different measures of suc- 
cess, and to each was given a commensurate 
reward. But one, though professing to be 
His servant, had no sense of loyalty (vss. 
20, 21) and laid up the pound in a napkin, 
giving a specious excuse. The judgments 
that followed on him (vss. 24-26) and on 
the King’s enemies (vs. 27) constitute a 
—— warning not to trifle with God’s 
rifts 


These three stories show 
us the areas in which 
faulty yp am operates. Are we as 
zealous and enthusiastic about spiritual 
realities as the children of this world are 
about their transient things? Do we regard 
our money and possessions as a trust from 
God, to be used for the blessing of others? 
Is the sacred gift of the being used 
to spiritual profit in our lives and —— 
us increasingly to others? These are the 
responsibilities of stewardship which Christ 
requires us to face. 


SUMMARY 


ETERNITY 














MARCH 4, 1956 


Jesus Faces the City 
Background Scripture: Luke 19:28-20:47 
Devotional Reading: Revelation 21:22-22:5 
Memory Selection: Luke 19:42 


The road from Jericho to 

Jerusalem was, aptly 
enough, uphill all the way, and Jesus walked 
ahead of His disciples until they came to 
Bethpage and Bethany on the Sunday be- 
fore the crucifixion. He, revealing supcer- 
natural knowledge, sent the two disciples 
to find the colt, telling them explicitly how 
it would be obtained and fulfilling to the 
letter the Old Testament — ecy of 
Zechariah 9:9. Quite obviously this final 
facing of Jerusalem with the claims of its 
Christ was quite delberate and with the full 
knowledge that it inevitably meant cruci- 
fixion. As we follow him through these 
events, we do well to realize that He faces 
and challenges the city of our hearts and 
the wider sphere of our neighborhoods. 
From every point of view, Jesus facing the 
entry into Jerusalem with His claims is 
remarkably challenging. 


INTRODUCTION 


EXPOSITION 
Jesus Faces the City with His Kingliness 


“Thy King cometh unto thee” sings Ze- 
chariah to Jerusalem in his prediction; and 
Jesus did come to her in that majesty of His 
Person that His lowliness could not hide. 
The disciples were many (vs. 37), and catch- 
ing the contagion of the moment of joy for 
which they had long waited, began to re- 
joice and praise God in words strangely 
reminiscent of the song of the heavenly host 
at His Advent (Luke 2:14). The Pharisees 
were perturbed at the jubilation and asked 
Him to intervene, but the reply is revealing, 
“If these should hold their peace, the stones 
would immediately cry out.” Where Deity 
is manifested there must be praise, and if 
mankind were silent the very stones would 
have to pay tribute. So Christ faces mankind 
with the kingliness of His Person and 
evokes in all unprejudiced nature a spon- 
taneous song of praise and rejoicing. 


Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 

The Saviour promised long; 

Let every heart prepare a throne 

And every voice a song! 

Our reaction to the kingliness of Christ 
is our own judgment on ourselves. 


Jesus Faces the City with His Tears 


As the concourse passed over the Mount 
of Olives they had a magnificent view of 
Jerusalem, and Jesus wept—not the silent 
tears He shed when Lazarus died (the Greek 
words are different), but the bitter weeping 
of one in agony for others. This was the 
Son of Man’s sorrow for a city which re- 
jected His peace and a people that in so 
doing doomed themselves to the fearful 
calamity foretold here in verses 43-44. Ap- 
proximately thirty years later this prophecy 
was fulfilled to the letter when the Roman 
legions under Titus sacked Jerusalem with 
a fearful slaughter of the inhabitants and 
caused a gone to pass over the site of 
the Temple. Though brought about by 
their own wilful rejection of Him and 
ignorance of the day of opportunity (vs. 
44b), their sorrow was His, and thus we see 
how grieved God is when cities or men close 
their hearts to Him and move inexorably 
to disaster. But even the tears do not move 
them. He was a man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief, .. . and we hid our 
faces from Him! That is certainly true of 
our world, cities, and hearts to-day, and 
what a fearful price we are paying for it! 
Rampant»sin, even in juveniles, stalks our 
cities that have rejected Christ, and the 
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threat of nuclear warfare tells us the end of 
sorrow and fear is not yet. As Christ sees 
us individually must He say, “they knew 
not the day of their visitation?” In Christ 
we are faced with the regality of the King 
of Kings and the tenderness of the Man of 
Sorrows. 

Jesus Faces the City with His Authority 

Christ again cleansed the Temple (19: 
45-46), taught the people, and was chal- 
lenged by the spiritual leaders of the na- 
tion as to His authority for so doing 
(20:1, 2). The request = reasonable, 
but it came too late. Our Lord’s reply is not 
an evasion but carries a deep spiritual 
principle. God had sent John the Baptist 
with a clear anointing from on high, but 
these chief priests, scribes, and elders, had 
refused the light and missed the way. Had 
they responded to John’s preaching and 
baptism they like Andrew and John (John 
1:35-40) would have had opened hearts for 
Christ’s authority and blessing. (John 1:35- 
40). Now their prejudice, diplomacy, and 
— pride (vss. 5-7) had so blinded 
them that they were certainly not ready for 
further revelation. They had closed the door 
on blessing, and Jesus confirms that it is 
shut (vs. 8). “To Him that hath shall be 
given;” receive humbly the light that falls 
upon the path, and we shall be led into ever 
clearer light; refuse it, and we stand self-con- 
demned, and Christ has no further revela- 
tion for us. 

The parable that follows (vss. 9-18) is a 
clear expansion of the same teaching. They, 
as Jews, had been richly endowed of God 
but had not borne the fruit for which He 
looked. The advent of God’s Son was their 
final opportunity, and this they had missed; 
there was now cg | judgment for them and 
the transferring of their privileges (vs. 16) 
to the new holy nation, the Church (I 
Peter 2:9), shortly to be born of His travail. 

This was the final turning point. They 
perceived that He spoke of them (vs. 19), 
and they were now quite determined to 
murder Him (vs. 20). So we can make a 
pretense of questioning His authority and 
the validity of His claims when in fact we 
are only looking for an excuse to reject Him. 
The catch question concerning tribute 
money (vss. 21-26) was answered in a way 
that sealed home the same truth, “Render 
unto Caesar the things that be Caesar’s, 
and unto God the things which be God's.” 

The motive of the ical question in 
verse 33 is made clear by the fact that these 
Sadducees denied any resurrection (vs. 27). 
This foolish illustration was meant to hold 
up to ridicule the teaching of the Old Testa- 
ment, the Pharisees, and Jesus that there 
was to be a general resurrection of the 
dead. But (as so often when insincere ques- 
tions are asked about divine things) it was 
the questioners who revealed their folly 
and ignorance by projecting their earth- 
bound thinking into eternal things. There 
is no marrying in heaven, for there is no 
death and therefore no need for procrea- 
tion. When Moses called the Lord the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he was refer- 
ring to their ever-present state. God is not 
a God of the dead but of the living, and 
those who pass from this earthly scene con- 
tinue to live in Him (vs. 38). Our problems 
about this arise only when we try to project 
conceptions of earthly living into the heav- 
enly state. 


SUMMARY In this study, we are faced 

with the kingliness, the 
compassion, and the authority of Jesus, 
God's Son. His kingliness should cause us 


to bow in worship; His compassion and 
tears should move us in love to Him to feel 
the sorrows of our wayward society; His 
authority should lead us to yield our lives 
to Him in the simple words of Thomas, 
“My Lord and my Jaf 
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FROM VOCATION TO GLORIFICATION 


REVIEWED BY BERNARD RAMM 


Professor of Religion, Baylor University 


By Grace Alone: A Study in Soteriology. 
Herman Kuiper. Eerdmans. 155 pp. 
$2.50. 


This fine work is a study of Ordo 
Salutis or the order of events in the sav- 
ing of the soul from vocation through 
glorification. Its principle thesis is the 
Calvinistic thesis that God alone saves 
(p. 10) and this applies to all the acts 
in the order of salvation. Kuiper’s own 
exposition is prefaced with a brief his- 
tory of the ordo salutis paying special 
attention to the Catholics, Calvinists, 
Lutherans, Arminians, and Barthians. 
To Barth we are repeatedly saved and 
sanctified (p. 35). 


We were impressed with the lucid ex- 


position of Kuiper. Though he writes 
on heavy theological matters he writes 
clearly and simply, yet (thank God) 
never at the expense of depth of mean; 
ing. The book is not heavily document- 
ed although the learning is certainly 
there. His guiding lights are such theo- 
logical giants as Kuyper, — Warfield, 
Bavinck, and the Hodges. 

Certain other emphases of the book 
are commendable. Kuiper emphasizes 
the primacy of the mystical union with 
Christ thus rebutting those who claim 
Calvinism is legalistic. He emphasizes 
that grace is God’s gracious acting and 
thereby not mechanical nor a force, re- 
butting another frequent misrepresenta- 
tion of Calvinism. He is unusually fair 


in acknowledging either the piety or 
the measure of scriptural truth in a 
position he disagrees with. 


Kuiper follows Warfield (and the old 
Princeton school) in defining faith as 
acceptance of the sufficiency of evidence, 
yet when he discusses historical faith he 
finds he must add some depth to his 
previous definition to distinguish it 
from historical faith. Baptists will de- 
mur at his statement that infants can be 
regenerated before they can exercise 
faith. His discussion of certainty could 
stand some added help from Frank’s 
Christian Certainty. 


In general, a strong Calvinistic spirit 
pervades the entire work. Kuiper is cer- 
tain of his beliefs yet the development 
is always colored with a genuine Christ- 
ian graciousness. The treatment of justi- 
fication is splendid. Evangelical Christ- 
ianity could use many more doctrinal 
treatises of this nature which set forth 
the doctrines of the faith in such a 
clear, readable way and yet sacrificing 
nothing of accuracy or depth. 





LUTHER’S WORKS, Volume 12, Se- 
lected Psalms. Concordia. 418 pp. 
$5.00. 

Luther will speak in English! Thus 
say the translators of the mammoth 
project of the Concordia Publishing 
House of St. Louis and the Muhlenberg 
Press of Philadelphia, as jointly they 
present ‘the first volume of their fifty- 
five volume translation of the complete 
works of Martin Luther. in English. It 
is hoped that the presentation of Luther 
in English will influence the theological 
thought of the English-speaking world as 
the original has influenced the German- 
speaking world. 

There have been other English trans- 
lations of Luther’s works but never on 
a scale such as this. Of the fifty-five 
books to be issued, twenty will be de- 
voted to the Old Testament and ten to 
the New, and will contain Luther’s ex- 
egetical writings. They span his entire 
career as a Reformer, beginning with 
his early struggles over the meaning of 
the Psalms and Romans to his swan 
song, the commentary on Genesis. In 
them the reader will find the anguish of 
Luther’s stfuggle, the joy of his discov- 
’ ery, the mature reflection of his later 
years. 

The last twenty-four volumes will 
contain other writings now considered 


FIRST VOLUME OF LUTHER’S WORKS 
PUBLISHED 


REVIEWED BY RALPH L. KEIPER 


Professor of Greek, Philadelphia Bible Institute 


important in his historic career. Among 
these will be the great debates of 
Heidelberg, Leipzig, and Wittenberg. 
Also there will be tracts giving his views 
on the Word, the Sacraments, the min- 
istry, and the church. 

The general editors of this edition of 
Luther’s works are Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, 
associate professor of historical theol- 
ogy in the federated theological faculty 
of the University of Chicago, who will 
edit the first thirty volumes, and Dr. 
Helmut T. Lehmann, book editor of the 
Muhlenberg Press. These men have de- 
voted their lives to the study of Luther 
and have won recognition for their con- 
tributions to this field of study. 

The first work presented will be vol- 
ume twelve of the completed series. This 
book is a commentary on a number of 
the Psalms with a free English transla- 
tion of the Psalm before its commentary. 
To one who is accustomed to strict bibli- 
cal exegesis, Luther’s comments may 
seem strange on occasion since he is 


free with the allegorical method of in- 
terpretation. Thus issues of the day and 
pet doctrines have a way of creeping in 
at the most unexpected places. For de- 
votional purposes the commentary is 
excellent, and where Luther follows a 
strong biblical interpretation the doc- 
trinal teaching is good. 

The twenty-third Psalm illustrates the 
beauty and force of Martin Luther. He 
says: 

In this Psalm, David, together with 
every other Christian heart, praises 
and thanks God for His greatest 
blessing; namely, for the preaching 
of His dear Holy Word. Through it 
we are called, received, and num- 
bered into the host which is God’s 
communion or church, where alone 
—and nowhere else—we can find and 
have pure doctrine, the true knowl- 
edge of God, and the right worship 
of God. (p. 147) 

One gets the earthy flavor and force 
of Luther in the following: 
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The mad, blind world knows noth- 
ing at all of this treasure and preci- 
ous pearl. Like a sow, or other ir- 
rational beast, it thinks only about 
filling its belly, or, at best, it fol- 
lows lies and hypocricy and aban- 
dons truth and faith. (p. 148) 
Luther makes a grand distinction be- 
tween the Law and the Gospel. Com- 
menting upon the green pastures and 
still waters, he says: 
Here the prophet himself explains 
what kind of pasture and fresh 
water he has been discussing, name- 
ly, that kind by which the soul is 
strengthened and restored. That, 
however, can be nothing else than 
God’s Word. But because our Lord 
God has a two-fold Word, the Law 
and the Gospel, the prophet makes 
it sufficeintly clear that he is speak- 
ing here not of the Law but of the 
Gospel when he says, “He restores 
my soul.” The Law cannot restore 
the soul, for it is a Word that makes 
demands on us and commands us 


that we shall love God with all our 
hearts and our neighbors as our- 
selves. It damns him who does 
otherwise. . . . Where no help is 
provided it presses them to despair 
and be lost forever. “The Law 
bringeth only wrath.” 
The Gospel, however, is a blessed 
Word. It demands nothing of us, 
but announces everything that is 
good, namely, that God has given 
us poor sinners His only Son and 
that He is to be our Shepherd; He 
will seek us famished and scattered 
sheep and give His life for us, to 
redeem us from sin, from eternal 
death, and from the power of the 
devil. That is the green grass and 
the fresh water with which the Lord 
restores our souls. (pp. 164, 165) 
Concordia Publishing House has done 
a fine job in publication. All who are 
interested in our Christian heritage, and 
who yearn for something worth reading, 
should obtain this book. It will pay rich 
dividends in the reading of it. 





COMFORT YE, MY PEOPLE 
REVIEWED BY GEORGE W. CARSON 


Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Williamsport, Pa. 


The Prophet, Sholem Asch, Putnam. 

Like a huge spider, Babylon had en- 
snared her neighbors. This biblical 
novel speaks of the experiences of Isa- 
iah during the conquest of Babylon by 
Cyrus; how Israel became caught be- 
tween the arms of the pincers. 

The story unfolds against the luxur- 
iant background of pagan (Baylonian) 
life. Isaiah’s preaching is like a fiery 
whirlwind. His chantings are poetic, im- 
aginative, a mighty cry of victory. Never 
did his constant belief falter:—God 
would not forsake His people forever. 
One would come who would release the 
captives to rebuild Jerusalem. 

To a nation experiencing tragedy of 
exile and worry of continuity, Isaiah 
persuaded them to look to Cyrus, who 
would lead men to the worship of Je- 
hovah. The Persian betrayed their 
hopes; rejected their God; and the 


Jews rejected Isaiah. The prophet con- 
tinued to urge until their visions be- 
came centered upon their Messiah. God 
would cause the sun to shine. His peo- 
ple would come to Zion; be purified; 
and prepare the world for “my salva- 
tion.” 

A fine presentation of circumstances 
and persons involved in the Isaianic 
concept of the Messiah. Admittedly a 
fictional account that postulates a sec- 
ond Isaiah, the book nevertheless looks 
forward to the coming millennial rule of 
The Messiah, sitting on David's throne. 
Isaiah’s inspired utterances serve as a 
link between the Testaments. Both 
Jews and Babylonians are clothed with 
flesh as vital human beings. The author 
has a surprising insight for one who ap- 
parently does not yet see Jesus Christ 
as the one who has already fulfilled 
part of the prophecies. 





A BIOLOGIST AND EVOLUTION 
REVIEWED BY RICHARD S. BEAL, JR. 


Professor, Conservative Baptist Seminary 


Genes, Genesis, and Evolution. John W. 

Klotz. Concordia. 575 pp. $5.00. 

An anti-evolutionary book such as 
this written by a man with a Ph.D. de- 
gree in the field of biology is likely to 
receive wide attention in evangelical 
circles. This book attempts to demon- 
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strate that in the light of the best scien- 
tific knowledge of our day it is not un- 
reasonable to believe in the special crea- 
tion of the earth and of life not more 
than a few thousands of years ago. It is 
well-documented, profusely illustrated, 
and shows an acquaintance with recent 
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research metics, chemical methods of 
datin , and the like. 
Although the author does not accept Us- 
sher’s date for the creation of the world, he 
seems convinced that the Bible cannot be 
interpreted in any way that would permit 
its origin some millions or billions of years 
ago. The idea of a gap between the first 
two verses of Genesis he holds to be exege- 
tically untenable. Likewise he cannot ac- 
cept the day-age theory of Genesis 1. He 
does not discuss other theories which have 
been pro to harmonize the biblical 
account of creation with modern science. 

On the scientific side his discussion of 
the inadequacy of known genetic mechan- 
isms to account for organic evolution seems 
the most effective section of the book. His 
discussion of the species problem and of 
human evolution shows some confusion in 
distinguishing biological and taxonomic en- 
tities. The nadir of the book is reached in 
his efforts to show the inability of geologi- 
cal science to demonstrate the great antiq- 
uity of the earth. He virtually ignores the 
vast data of stratigraphic geology upon 
which the general order of the earth’s age 
primarily rests and from which evolution- 
ary theory gets its basic evidence. In dealing 
with the chemical dating of rocks he un- 
derlines his failure to understand the na- 
ture of the evidence and the conclusions 
drawn from it. He believes that because 
different methods of dating from radio- 
active decay products give different results, 
any dates from such methods can simply be 
discounted. What he fails to see is that 
each of these methods, though not agree- 
ing absolutely, gives dates corroborating 
the relative order of time concluded from 
stratigraphic studies, from studies of eva- 

rites, from studies of the time required 

‘or coal formation, and the like. 

From an ethical standpoint the book 
leaves much to be desired. The writer may 
not have done so intentionally, but he has 
nonetheless misrepresented many of the 
authors he cites by quoting them out of 
context. Whether the author’s conclusions 
are right or wrong, he has not defended 
them objectively. Consequently he has done 
his case more harm than good. 

The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle. 
Albert Schweitzer. Macmillan 1955 [1931]. 
396 pp. $5.00. 

No doubt Schweitzer is one of the finest 
spirits of our generation and worthy of 
many of the honors sent his way. However, 
this evangelical wishes to note that in 
biblical and theological matters Schweitzer 
is a radical, and’ most of the things evan- 
gelicals hold as dear and true are by him 
scouted. The faith of the New Testament 

se ang: Mog ogee is something very dif- 
erent from the theology of Schweitzer and 
the compliments paid to him must not 
blind us to his glaring divergences from 

New Testament faith. 

The meat of the book is this: Paul sees 
Christianity as a combination of eschatolo- 
gical salvation and Christ-mysticism. He 
agrees with the view that Christ came offer- 
ing a oy to the Jews of an earthly 
nature. en the inue. did not mater- 
ialize Paul made up a new time-schedule, 
and in turn taught a Christ-mysticism (in 
contrast to a God-mysticism) as the “filler- 
inner” till the literal kingdom actually 
came. This he works out in a great detail 
which cannot here even be briefly sum- 
marized. The parallels between the inter- 
pretation of the kingdom by dispensational- 
ism and Schweitzer are many and close. 

In a very interesting section Schweitzer 
outlines what he thinks is Paul’s schedule 
of events for the kingdom of God (pp. 65- 
67). Upon inspection it turns out to be the 
identical schedule as taught by premillen- 
nialists! This is impressive coming from a 
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man who actually does not have any great 
stake in the particular order of these events 
with reference to the kingdom of God. 

For any who wish to check the book, the 
basic theses of the entire work are set out 
on pages 96 and 97. Our prayer in reading 
this work was that many young evangeli- 
cals in our generation would turn them- 
selves to a deep and scholarly study of the 
New Testament, and would thereby pro- 
duce a body of literature which would put 
such radicalism as Schweitzer’s to rout. 

BERNARD RAMM 


Coins of Bible Days. Frances Aiken Banks. 

Macmillan. 178 pp. $4.50. 

The author’s clear, lucid, yet informal 
style, coupled with her scholarship makes 
this book interesting to everyone from a 
numismatist to the person curious about 
—s connected with the Bible. Not 
only does she tell how early coins were 
made—the metal was fashioned by pound- 
ing, then a die was used to stamp inscrip- 
tions to make an obverse and reverse sign 
or inscription—but she illumines certain 
Bible stories for us. For example, Abraham, 
buying the cave of Machpela, weighed out 
four hundred shekels of silver, the shekel 
at that time being a measure of weight 
rather than a coin. The weight of a shekel 
was roughly one and a half ounces avoirdu- 
pois, thus worth about fifty-four cents. The 
cave cost Abraham approximately $248. 
U. S. money. The Bible tells us that when 
Rebekah was chosen as the wife of Isaac, 
she was presented with an earring of half 
a shekel of gold, and a bracelet of ten 
shekels, for her hand. The rate of value of 
gold to silver was sixteen to one (W. J. 
Bryan notwithstanding), making the value 
of the earring $4.35 and the bracelet, $125.- 
00 U. S. money. 

The author continues her study through 
the New Testament era, and the result is 
a very interesting story, a pleasure to read. 

DupLey TURNER 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 19) 


his business, his prayer continuing as 
long as the light is burning! How re- 
mote this is from John 4:24! 


AFL-CIO MERGER AND CLOSED SHOP 


One of the most interesting features 
of the coming together of America’s two 
largest labor union organizations in the 
new AFL-CIO Movement has been the 
statements made concerning laws in a 
dozen states protecting a man’s right to 
work without being a member of the 
union. Union officials feel very bitter 
about this and have announced their 
purpose to break down these laws. The 
editor of ETERNITY would like to pub- 
lish the following bit of information 
which may be useful to someone in one 
of these states if legal action ever is 
brought in connection with such a mat- 
ter. Several years ago in Akron, Ohio, a 
man came to the Editor saying that it 
was distinctly against his conscience to 
join a union as he felt it was breaking 
a command of the Bible, namely, “be 
not unequally yoked together with un- 
believers.” He further felt that the un- 
ion label and picketing was similar to 
the mark of the beast. While we dis- 
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agree with the man’s conclusions, it 
should be pointed out that our freedom 
of religion laws may be invoked in such 
a matter and that the Constitution of 
the United States would guarantee such 
a man employment without belonging 
to any union. In the states where there 
is no law guaranteeing a man the right 
to work without being a member of the 
union, such a defense would raise a 
most interesting point of law, and it 
would probably have to go to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States for a 
decision. The decision would then have 
to be made between two clear-cut prin- 
ciples—can the State force the conscience 
of an individual and infringe upon his 
freedom of religion in favor of a mon- 
opoly granted to a labor union? The 
way labor unions are organized at the 
present time, we would believe that it 
would be very probable that any man 
forcing such a situation and obtaining 
the right to work in a closed shop would 
probably become a martyr to his prin- 
ciples. 
FEDERAL HEALTH SERVICES 

The White House conference on edu- 
cation issued reports on many subjects. 
Important among them was the decision 
that public funds received from taxes 
should not be used for any schools that 
were not public schools. This means 
that the conference expressed its dis- 


approval of the use of public funds not 
only for private schools but for paroch- 
ial schools of all denominations. The re- 
port also noted that there was consider- 
able sentiment in the conference con- 
cerning the use of public funds for 
health and welfare services. It should 
go without saying that health services 
must cut across all lines of schools, as a 
child in a private school, for example, 
needs inoculation against polio as much 
as a child in a public school. Care must 
be taken, however, that some groups do 
not take advantage of this and push for 
free lunches, etc. for the pupils in 
schools that are not public schools. 


RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENTISM 

The Roman Catholic Cardinal Arch- 
bishop of London has issued an order 
to his constituents that they are to with- 
draw all support from and participation 
with the Council of Christians and 
Jews. The Archbishop based his order 
on the fact that some of the educational 
methods of the Council “tended to re- 
ligious indifferentism.” We can quite 
sympathize with the Cardinal in this de- 
cision. Any attempt to have a religious 
bond between the Christians and Jews 
is bound to be at the expense of the 
deity of Jesus Christ. On this point we 
find ourselves more in agreement with 
the Roman Catholics than we do with 
the liberals. , 
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INVISIBLE WAR 


(Continued from page 23) 


is the spiritual case of men who wish 
to rear the edifice of truth in their 
cluttered minds. The process of demoli- 
tion of old ideas that may have rich 
memories and may have been most 
dearly cherished is possibly painful, but 
absolutely essential. The Lord faced 
this situation in the minds of the Jews 
of His day who had their thoughts cen- 
tered on earthly grandeur. They had 
made the Word of God of none effect 
through their tradition (Mark 7:13). 
Before any Jew could accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Messiah, it was neces- 
sary for him to discard the shadows 
which God had given in order to accept 
the substance that was in Christ. In- 
stead of the animal sacrifice, there was 
the death of the Saviour. Instead of the 
Aaronic priesthood with its robes and 
ritual, there was the simple worship in 
spirit and in truth. Instead of the cere- 
monial law of Moses, there was the 
naked glory of the grace of God apart 
from human doing. True, there were 
some who were willing to look upon the 
temple, the lambs, the priesthood, and 
all the rest as rubble which had to make 
way for the eternal, glorious structure 
which God was about to erect on the 
foundation of Christ. But there were 
others who clung to the form and cere- 
mony and who lost their souls in so 
doing. 

In our day, the tradition of the elders 
is as great an enemy as it was in the 
days of Christ. If men are to come to 
reality, they must hack through the ac- 
cumulation of false doctrines that have 
come from Satan and build upon the 
clean rock of the Word of God. We re- 
peat, though the process be painful, it 
is absolutely essential. 

One of the old ideas that needs to go 
down is the idea that we are building 
the kingdom of God on earth. It is, if 
we analyze it closely, a distortion of the 
idea that Satan introduced into the 
church at the time the mustard plant 
burgeoned into an abnormal tree: 
temporal ecclesiasticism. Of that church 
God had said in advance, “I know thy 
works, that thou hast a name that thou 
livest, and art dead” (Rev. 3:1). When 
Luther and Calvin came out of the 
medieval church they were like Laza- 
rus coming out of the tomb at the com- 
mand of Christ. There was life in Laza- 
rus, but he was bound hand and foot in 
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the grave clothes and had to be loosed. 


There was life in the Reformation lead- 


ers, but they were bound hand and foot 
with the grave clothes that had been 
wound around the corpse of the church. 
It was necessary for the Lord to give the 
command, “Loose him and let him go” 
(John 11:44). The same command must 
be given to those who seek to build 
the kingdom of God upon this cursed 
earth in the midst of the alien world 
that crucified Christ. 


There is nothing more liberating 
than to be loosed from the blindness 
that makes men grope in the darkness 
of kingdom-building. With each in- 
crease in their organization, those who 
lead in his false direction imagine them- 
selves that much closer to a fancied 
millenium. The fact that they do not 
keep up in any measure with the 
growth of population seems to mean 
nothing to them. They lord it over 
God’s heritage (I Peter 5:3) and think 
that their motion is progress. They 
would be the last to see their image in 
the Scripture where they are called 
“spots in your feasts of charity .. . 
clouds without water, carried about of 
winds; trees whose fruit withereth, 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up 
by the roots . . . their mouth speaketh 
great swelling words, having men’s per- 
sons in admiration because of advant- 
age” (Jude 12, 16). 

When one is released from this, he 
enters into the true task of the church— 
so to proclaim the Gospel that we be- 
come a savor of life unto life in them 
that believe and a savor of death in 
those who reject the truth. J. Wilbur 
Chapman has told in his introduction 
to Blackstone’s Jesus is Coming the 
story of his release from kingdom-build- 
ing. He relates how he had been the 
pastor of a wealthy city church, going 
around and around in parish tasks. Then 
God opened his eyes to the truth of 
God’s plan and purpose in this present 
age. The force of the new knowledge 
took him out of his complacent charge 
and made him a flaming evangelist who 
soon drew many thousands to Christ. 

What pessimism to realize that the 
middle of the twentieth century is well- 
past, and still the world is in the state 
which any observer can see is one of 
corruption, misery, and unbelief. What 
optimism to believe what the Word of 
God teaches—that at any moment the 
intervention of God, so definitely prom- 
ised, may take place, and the quick re- 
treat of the enemy forces from the van- 
guard to the rearguard shall come to 
pass before the wondering eyes of man- 
kind. The true church is left here, not 
to perfume the dung heap of a fallen 
humanity, but to save as many individ- 
uals out of the wreck as is possible be- 
fore the final destructive crash comes. 
Unhappy the man who clings to the 
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rubble ruins of some form of thought 
which makes it impossible for the Holy 
Spirit to erect the clean edifice of truth: 
that the Lord Jesus is the nobleman who 
has gone into Heaven to get the king- 
dom, and that He shall come back and 
impose it by force upon a hostile world. 

The Lord taught this truth to the 
Jews at a moment when their mental 
and spiritual outlook was distorted by 
their political position. They were liv- 
ing, slaves of Rome, in occupied terri- 
tory. They were looking for any leader 
who would take the foot of Rome from 
their prostrate neck and raise them so 
that they in turn could put their foot 
on the prostrate neck of their enemy. 
The Scripture says, “They thought that 
the kingdom of God should immediately 
appear” (Luke 19:11). Jesus answered 
and said unto them, “A certain noble- 
man went into a far country to receive 
for himself a kingdom, and to return.” 
The orders were given to his servants, 
“Occupy till I come.” 

From the way that much of the church 
has acted during the past two thousand 
years, one would think that the Lord 


had said, “Fritter until I come.” There 
seem to be clerics in this and other coun- 
tries who seriously believe that it is 
possible to reform society without the 
regenerating power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the life -of the individual. 


There seem -to be those who seriously . 


believe that the greed of the economic 
system can be mitigated by taking pos- 
sessions away from those who have ac- 
quired or inherited them and spread- 
ing them out, rather thinly perhaps, 
among those who have been less for- 
tunate. Too often those who thus act to 
destroy our present system wish to hold 
the power of distribution in their own 
hands, and sometimes they wish to 
hold the actual possessions for them- 
selves. 

One would think that it was the folly 
of madness which clouded the minds of 
such men were it not for the fact that 
the Bible reveals to us that they are 
under the dark shadow of the sinister 
influence of Satan. It is not that all 
who cling to such ideas are given over 
to following Satan, but that many have 
allowed too close an association with 
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Satan’s world of ideas to color all their 
thinking with a dye that ultimately eats 
into the design and pattern of the fab- 
ric of truth. 

There is a fourth distortion of the 
kingdom idea: the belief that the king- 
dom of Heaven has no outward mani- 
festation at all, but that it is something 
entirely within man. There have been 
many who have taken the ambiguous 
17th century English translation of a 
statement made by our Lord and have 
used the error of a single proposition to 
build a new doctrine that would destroy 
the doctrine of the fall and the doctrine 
of redemption. “The kingdom of God 
is within you” says the King James Ver- 


“ ; = sion (Luke 17:21). The Devil and his 
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of the Bible as possible , make the atomic bomb an unreality. 
, If Christ had spoken to the Apostles, 
saying, “The: kingdom of Heaven is 
within you,” there might have been 
some ground for teaching that the king- 
dom of God was within the heart and 
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with outward show; neither shall they 
say, Lo here! or lo there! for behold, 
the kingdom of God is entos you.” 
What did He mean? First, that they 
in their day were not to see any out- 
ward manifestation of the kingdom. The 
Jews had, little by little, established a 
blue print and specifications of what 
they thought the Messiah was to be and 
what He was to do. Their one sigh, and 
groan, and cry was that the Messiah 
should free them from their bondage 
to the Roman Empire. It was for this 
liberation that the nation waited, and 
it was this false idea that blinded them 
from seeing the truth. When the Jews 
rejected Jesus, it was partly because He 
told them that the kingdom would not 
come to them with outward show. 

True there would be outward mani- 
festation enough in the time of God’s 
fulfillment. He will make that abund- 
antly clear in a moment when He turns 
to address Himself to the disciples. 
Then He will speak of the kingdom 
coming like a lightning stroke, being 
visible to every eye, and to all the wail- 
ing tribes of earth who would be de- 
stroyed before its shining power. But 
now He is speaking to the Pharisees. 
They were not to run around looking 
for a Messiah who would do a work that 
would go no deeper than the alleviation 
of their material position. They had 
sent their committees to John the Bap- 
tist and then to Jesus, asking a list of 
questions that in God’s sight were point- 
less because of their false expectations. 
Christ would have them understand that 
they should not run hither and yon, 
looking in one place and then another 
for some candidate to measure by the 
standard of their own devising. Would 
they really desire to know the truth? 
If so, it was there for them to see: “The 
kingdom of God is entos you.” This 
does not and cannot mean that the 
kingdom is inside their hearts. It means 
that the kingdom of God is among them, 
in their midst. It is thus that the Re- 
vised Standard Version translates it. In 
other words, Christ was standing there, 
surrounded by them, and all the time 
He was the King, and therefore the 
kingdom, for His kingdom, above all 
others, centers in Himself. If a Louis 
XIV who called himself. the sun-king, 
could say, “L’Etat, c’est moi”—“I am the 
State,” how much more could the King 
of king’s and Lord of lords say, “I am 
the kingdom of God”? 

This statement, “The kingdom of 
God is in the midst of you,” must be 
considered along with His other majes- 
tic claims. The Lord Jesus said, “The 
queen of the south shall rise up in the 
judgment with this generation, and shall 
condemn it; for she came from the utter- 
most parts of the earth to hear the wis- 
dom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater 
than Solomon is here” (Matt. 12:42). 


He chose His example from the greatest 
and most splendid of all the kings of 
Israel and boldly stated that He was 
greater than Solomon. When He was 
accused by the Pharisees of breaking the 
Sabbath, the Lord emphatically an- 
swered that He Himself was Lord of 
the Sabbath (Matt. 12:8). The priests, 
He said, went about their appointed 
courses in the temple on the Sabbath, 
but He stood there as One greater than 
the temple (Matt. 12:6). He calmly an- 
nounced that He antedated Abraham 
as the eternal Jehovah (John 8:58). He 
claimed that He was One with the 
Father (John 10:30). They wanted to 
stone Him because He made Himself 
God (John 10:33). Can we not under- 
stand, therefore, that when He said, 
“The kingdom of God is entos you,” 
He claimed to be the kingdom of God? 


Greater than their greatest king; greater’ 


than their holiest day; greater than their 
most sacred place; older than their old- 
est patriarch; One with their God! He 
had no other opinion of Himself, and 
so to their false ideas of the kingdom 
the Lord opposed His person. I the 
great King, am the kingdom, and I stand 
in your midst. 

The Lord Jesus Christ declared that 
the Scriptures cannot be broken (John 
10:35), but the Holy Spirit, through 
Peter, declared that they could be twist- 
ed (II Peter 3:16). How this Scripture 
has been wrested by the unlearned and 
the unstable, even to their own de- 
struction! This false idea is one of the 
foundation principles of such cults as 
Christian Science and Unity, and it has 
been adopted into much of modernistic 
Protestantism. What is in man? The 
Bible answers that there is nothing but 
the fallen, Adamic nature. The carnal 
mind is enmity against God, (Rom. 
8:7); the heart is deceitful above all 
things and incurably sick (Jer. 17:9, 
Heb.); and the will of the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit, 
they are foolishness unto him (I Cor. 
2:14). Oh, no! says the cultist or the 
liberal, you are mistaken. There is 
within you sweetness and light, and the 
kingdom of God. Cultivate it, and it will 
produce brotherhood and peace. The 
Word of God gives the lie to such an 
idea, and the crashing of our civiliza- 
tion in the doom that is to come will 
show what man is capable of, as man 
brings himself to the only result that is 
consistent with his fallen nature. 

And so the Word of God reveals 
Satan’s frustration. He has not been 
able to organize a kingdom politically 
or religiously, he has been frustrated at 
every turn by the defection of his angels 
in the spiritual realm and the deter- 
mined will of man in every earthly 
realm. And so it must be the end of the 
a 

(To Be Continue) 
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THE FINAL BLASPHEMY 
(Continued from page 21) 


All three statements in the above 
quotation are open to objection. Mary’s 
part as the mother of our Saviour was 
not on account of her meriting the hon- 
or, it was by the sovereign grace of 
God. Secondly, it is pure imagination 
to assert that Mary spent all her life in 
prayer for the souls of succeeding gen- 
erations, and even if she did, that 
would not constitute cooperation in our 
redemption. Thirdly, the Scriptures 
never speak of Mary sacrificing her Son 
to God, and therefore it is without 
foundation that Catholics should so 
speak. John 3:16 does not read, “God 
and Mary so loved the world that they 
gave their only begotten Son. . .” 

Every work of Christ that is in any 
way related to our salvation is attribut- 
ed to Mary. Not only is she said to be 
our way of salvation, our constant In- 
tercessor in heaven at the right hand 
of her Son, our Mediatrix with the 
Mediator, our Advocate, but she is also 
called the Reconciler who makes peace 
between sinners and God. ‘“‘Mary is the 
great peace-maker, who finds and ob- 
tains the reconciliation of enemies with 
God, salvation for those who are lost, 
pardon for sinners, and mercy for those 
who are in despair.” 

In the same connection we are told, 
“Mary obtains peace and salvation for 
a lost world.” 

St. Epiphanius is quoted to say, “and 
as by Mary heavenly peace was once for 
all given to the world, so by her are 
sinners still reconciled to God.” 

As if the above were not stated 
strongly enough, the following is add- 
ed: “The chief office given to Mary, on 
being placed in this world, was to raise 
up souls that had fallen from divine 
grace, and to reconcile them to God.” 

St. Antonius wrote: ‘Whoever asks 
and expects to obtain graces without 
the intercession of Mary, endeavors to 
fly without wings.” 

To anyone who is exposed to recent 
Roman Catholic literature expounding 
Marianity, it is quite evident that a 
strong pressure is being built up in 
favor of defining this further dogma of 
Mary as the Mediatrix of All Graces. A 
pamphlet bearing this very title was 
written by Father Stanislas in the 
French language and translated for 
American publication in 1952. The pur- 
pose of the little book, which carries 
the Imprimatur of the Archbishop of 
Indianapolis, is to offer a “dogmatical 
explanation of Mary's part in our Re- 
demption, her universal Mediation.” In 
the introduction it is specifically stated 
that the author wrote for humble souls, 
“who, on their journey to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and through Him to His 
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heavenly Father, wish to take the easy 
and safe road; the road of our heavenly 


Mediatrix, the most Blessed Virgin. 


Mary.” The author explains that while 
the doctrine of Mary’s Universal Medi- 
ation is not yet defined by Rome, there 
are numerous indications to permit the 
faithful to hope that such an-ex cathe- 
dra declaration of the doctrine will oc- 
cur in the near future. 
In the opening chapter Stanislas 
writes: 
When the Blessed Virgin on one 
occasion appeared to the ravished 
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eyes of Catherine Labouré, she was 
represented as standing on top of the 
globe with the world as a footstool 
for her virginal feet. She was standing 
close to God. From her hands escaped 
in profusion rays of divine grace. In 
like manner Mary stands between 

God and your soul. 

Continuing to expand this thought 
he writes: “There in that place . . . be- 
tween Christ and our soul, Mary plays 
an important role in our behalf. . . 
She is Mediatrix between us and our 
God.” 

“Mary saved us,” he exclaims, “but 
at what a price!” Mary as the Immac- 
ulate Mother of God, entirely without 
the least stain of guilt, suffered in her 
heart the tortures of the cross. 
“Through these sufferings Mary became 
the Co-redemptrix of the human race.” 

We have already seen how St. Al- 
phonsus De Liguori attributed to Mary 
the divine attribute of omnipotence; 
now we shall ‘see that Stanislas attrib- 
utes to Mary an omnipresence which is 
not quite identical to, but very similar 
to the omnipresence of God. To priv- 
ileged souls who live close to the Moth- 
er of our divine life, “Mary becomes 
really present to them. Not in the way 
that God is present everywhere. Our 
Lady is actually substantially present 
only in Heaven, but the soul becomes 
in a very definite way conscious of 
Mary being near her.” 

The Scriptures quote the words as 
applying to our Lord, “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 
13:5). Stanislas makes Mary match this 
promise when he says, “Mary never 
leaves the soul entirely.” This is very 
plainly attributing to Mary the divine 
prerogative of omnipresence, and that 
is nothing less than blasphemy. 

The New Testament speaks of the 
life that is “in Christ.” Catholic Mari- 
olators speak of the life that is “in 
Mary.” Stanislas writes: “This is but a 
slight intimation of what it means to 
live in Mary. . . . No one knows .. . 
no one can foretell, what God has in 


_ store for the soul that attaches itself in 


a childlike manner, without reserve, to 
Mary.” 

This is not Christianity, it is Marian- 
ity! One more quotation will suffice to 
show the mind and spirit of those who 
are pressing for yet another papal defi- 
nition of dogma concerning Mary as 
Mediatrix of All Graces and Co-redemp- 
tress of Mankind. Stanislas describes the 
summit of the Marian Life as follows: 

With Mary, your Mediatrix, your 

Mother, you will solve all your diffi- 

culties, you will proceed joyfully and 

freely and rapidly in the way of vir- 
tue; with her you will readily find 

Jesus. After having here below in this 

valley of tears lived in union with 
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her, under her maternal love, your 

hand in her hand, you will surely, 

most assuredly go . . . to heaven. 

With Carl F. Henry's converted Jew- 
ish taxi-driver we comment, ‘This must 
be a new religion; we have not learned 
about this in the New Testament.” It is 
a religion with another way of salva- 
tion. It is another gospel. It is actually 
an adaptation of heathenism! 


The Real Source of Mariolatry 

It is a matter of history that prac- 
tically all heathen religions have had 
their female goddesses who shared di- 
vine honors and worship along with 
male gods. In Babylon, the home and 
fountain-head of all idolatry, a popular 
religion consisted of the supreme wor- 
ship of a goddess mother and a son, 
who was represented in pictures and in 
images as an infant or child in his 
mother’s arms. 

From Babylon this worship of the 
mother and the child spread to the 
ends of the earth. Strangely enough al- 
so it was from the son that the mother 
derived all her glory and her claims to 
deification. Alexander Hyslop in_ his 
book, The Two Babylons, has done the 
Christian Church an immense service in 
collecting the history of the various 
heathen religions of the world, and 
showing how Roman Catholic worship 
parallels in so many ways the idolatrous 
worship of Babylon, which originated 
with Nimrod and his wife Semiramis. 
As the first Queen of Babylon she was 
worshipped as the goddess mother to- 
gether with her husband Ninus, who 
was also sometimes referred to as her 
son. How striking that Catholics refer 
to Mary both as the Mother and Spouse 
of God! 

This mother goddess of the Babylon- 
ians was considered to be in every re- 
spect a human woman, yet at the same 
time she was adored as the incarnation 
of the spirit of peace and love. In the 
temple of Hierapolis in Syria, there was 
a famous statue of the goddess Juno, 
the classical “Queen of Heaven,” also 
called “The Lady,” to which crowds 
from all quarters flocked to worship. 
The image of the goddess, writes Hys- 
lop, was richly decorated, and on her 
head rested a golden dove, symbolic of 
the Spirit of God. To her were ascribed 
the most winning and noble character- 
istics. To the eyes of men she was the 
queen of beauty, “the heavenly Venus,” 
who assured her worshippers of salva- 
tion. As the mother of the gods she be- 
came an object of almost universal wor- 
ship. Hyslop quotes Clericus as saying, 
“The mother of the gods was wor- 
shipped by the Persians, the Syrians, 
and all the kings of Europe and Asia, 
with the most profound religious ven- 
eration.” 

Heroditus is also quoted as testifying 
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from personal knowledge that in Egypt 
“this queen of heaven was the greatest 
and most worshipped of all the divini- 
ties.” Hyslop adds, “Wherever her wor- 
ship was introduced, it is amazing what 
fascinating power it exerted.” 

It was this very idolatrous worship of 
the “Queen of Heaven” which had in- 
filtrated into apostate Israel in the days 
of Jeremiah, and which God command- 
ed his prophet to denounce, and_ be- 
cause of which God declared that all 
the men of Judah in Egypt should be 
devoured by the sword and by famine 
(Jer. 44:17-27). 

Bishop Sheen in defending the ven- 
eration of Mary calls attention to the 
alleged fact that, all men instinctively 
look for a mother in their religion. He 
says it is conspicuous among non-Christ- 
ian peoples even in modern times. We 


‘do not deny it! Man's heart is by na- 


ture idolatrous! One needs only to read 
the Old Testament to be convinced of 
that; and modern examples abound to 
demonstrate the same fact. 

Sheen proves his contention by relat- 
ing how Catholic missionaries report 
the most extraordinary reaction of non- 
Christian peoples as the pilgrim statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima was carried 
through the East. At the edge of Nepal, 
three hundred Catholics were joined by 
three thousand Hindus and Moslems, 
as four elephants carried the statue to 
the little church for rosary and bene- 
diction. At Rajkot, where the number 
of Catholics is negligible, unbelieving 
ministers of state and high ranking 
government officials came to pay ven- 
eration. The mayor of one local village 
read a speech of welcome in which he 
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emphasized how honored he felt to wel- 
come the statue. Crowds, made up al- 
most entirely of non-Christians, pushed 
through the church for twelve hours. 

In another village of India, the 
Brahman Hindu governor visited the 
church and prayed before the statue of 
Mary. In a tiny near-by village more 
than 24,000 people came to it. The 
Rajah sent a gift of two hundred and 
fifty rupees, and his wife sent a peti- 
tion of prayers. In another place, when 
the statue of Mary arrived, greetings 
were read in six languages. In one Mos- 
lem town, Karachi, Catholics in hold- 
ing a procession are commonly required 
to cease praying whenever they pass a 
mosque. But when the statue of Mary 
arrived an exception was made, and 
they were permitted by the Moslems to 
pray before any mosque along the way. 

Sheen relates the above incidents to 
show the naturalness with which the 
heathen adapt themselves to the vener- 
ation of Mary, and from this he argues 
that Mary is the way to win the world 
for Christ. We answer that this is 
nothing but the age-old practice of 
Roman Catholicism to receive uncon- 
verted heathen into the Church per- 
mitting them to keep their former 
superstitions by just changing the names 
to Christian names. The above exam- 
ples demonstrate one thing beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, viz., that heathenism 
recognizes its natural kinship to Roman 
Catholicism. 

Japan, too, writes Sheen, has its fem- 
inine principle of religion. Their god- 
dess of mercy for centuries has been 
venerated under the name, Kwanon. It 
is both interesting and significant that 
the Buddhists, who already worship this 
goddess of mercy, and who are then 
introduced by Catholics to the Blessed 
Mother, recognize the first as the prepa- 
ration for the second. “Becoming Chris- 
tian, there is no need for such Budd- 
hists to turn their back on Kwanon as 
evil;” says our Roman Bishop, “rather, 
they accept her as the far-off fore- 
shadowing of the woman who was not 
a Goddess, but the Mother of Mercy It- 
self.” Our only observation is that we 
have learned from God’s Word that 
idolatry is evil, and not to be confused 
with the Old Testament Law, which 
was a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. 

As Satan is the author of all idolatry, 
it is our firm conviction based on the 
Word of God as well as the observa- 
tion of the above facts, that the author 
of Mariolatry is none other than the 
same old enemy of our souls. He will 
promote anything that will deflect to 
another the honor and worship that 
belongs to Christ. 

The Lord makes no exceptions when 
He said: “I am the Lord: that is my 
name: and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to graven 
images” (Isa. 42:8). END 
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WALKING WITH THE LORD 
(Continued from page 17) 


quotation. “THE LORD JESUS 
COUNTED UPON AS NEVER AB- 
SENT WOULD BE HOLINESS COM- 
PLETE.” 

This truth transformed the life of 
Hudson Taylor. He entered “the ex- 
changed life” of “no longer I,” but 
“Christ liveth in me.” He learned that 
abiding, not striving and struggling, was 
the secret of joy and power. It was this 
experience, and this new apprehension 
of the sufficiency of Christ for every- 
thing, that ushered Hudson Taylor into 
his great life of spiritual power and 
missionary accomplishment. 

Mr. Taylor discovered something new 
for himself, but something as old.as the 
Bible. Enoch knew and practiced this 
secret. David counted upon the presence 
of the Lord in the midst of his severest 
trials. Paul said, “For me to live is 
Christ” (Phil. 1:21). Brother Lawrence 
called this secret “The Practice of the 
Presence of God.” 

The very simplicity of this truth 
causes it to escape us. We look for some- 
thing complex, but the Lord declares 
“one thing” is needful. If we examine 
our past sins and failures, we shall dis- 
cover that in each case we dismissed the 


Lord. We took the matter into our own 
hands. We failed to count upon the 
presence and power of Christ. 

But how different is our experience 
when we walk with the Lord and com- 
mit every problem to him. We discover 
not only that “his grace is sufficient,” 
but that his joy overflows. 

All that has been said about walking 
with the Lord is beautifully summed up 
in this allegory of Mark Pearce: 

I wondered: within myself where 
Holiness dwelt, but I feared to go in 
search for her. I knew she would 
never be at home in the lowlands and 
busy streets of Mansoul. All whom I 
asked about her answered doubtfully. 
One said that she had died long ago; 
indeed, was buried in Eden before 
Adam came out. One said that she 
lived away at the end of the Valley of 
the Shadow of Death, her house was 
on the brink of the river, and that I 
must hope to meet with her just be- 
fore I crossed it. Another argued al- 
most angrily against the notion. 
“Nay,” said he, “she lives farther on 
still; search as thou wilt, thou shalt 
never find her till thou art landed on 
the shores of the Celestial City.” 

Then I remembered how well I 
had fared aforetime on the Holy Hill, 
and went forth again. So up the 
lonely way I went, and reached the 


top of it and looked once more upon 
my blessed Saviour. And lo! there was 
Holiness sitting at the Master’s feet. 
I feared to say that I had been look- 
ing for her, but as I gazed upon the’ 
Crucified, and felt the greatness of 
His love to me, and as all my heart 
went out in love and adoration, Holi- 
ness rose up, and came to me all 
graciously, and said: 

“I have been waiting for thee ever 
since thy first coming.” 

“Waiting there?” I asked wonder- 
ing. 

“At His feet,” said Holiness; “I am 

always there.” END 
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EVANGELICALISM 
(Continued from page 13) 


simple deduction from Scripture, since 
John’s presentation of Jesus, for ex- 
ample, differs markedly from that of 
Luke. 

For a fourth thing, evangelicalism 
does not insist upon the King James 
Version as the authorized translation, 
fixed and sacred and unimprovable. On 
the contrary, it welcomes every new 
rendering which makes the Bible un- 
derstandable and meaningful to the 
common people of our day. 

For a fifth thing, evangelicalism ad- 
mits that errors have doubtless crept in- 
to the Bible as it has been transmitted 
across the centuries. The Bible which 
the Church possesses in the twentieth 
century is a copy of an indefectible or- 
iginal, a copy marred by transcriptional 
mistakes and scribal blunders which 
careful criticism must strive to elimi- 
nate. 

For a sixth thing, evangelicalism wel- 
comes the labors of objective scholar- 
ship and research. It values the contri- 
butions of the textual expert, the find- 
ings of the archaeologist, the insights of 
the exegete. All it asks is that scholar- 
ship be objective, and that it avow the 
presuppositions from which it operates. 

For a seventh thing, evangelicalism 
confesses that its view of Scripture 
leaves a residue of problems unsolved. 
It adheres firmly to the doctrine of ver- 
bal inspiration because that doctrine 
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was the doctrine of Jesus and His apos- 
tles; it adheres to that doctrine because 
it most adequately does justice to all 
the facts of the Bible. Yet evangelical- 
ism is aware that for some difficulties 
it does not have a decisive and unim- 
peachable explanation. Hence it ad- 
heres to verbal inspiration humbly, be- 
lieving that the doctrine of errorless 
autographa is the best possible formula- 
tion of scriptural claims and data. 

In short, evangelicalism is biblical 
yet it does not engage in bibliolatry. 

Evangelicalism emphasizes the possi- 
bility and reality of the miracles which 
the Old and New Testaments narrate. 
It does not believe that our cosmos is 
a self-existing, self-operative system, 
closed to divine reordering, the prison- 
house of its own Creator. Evangelical- 
ism believes, contrariwise, that nature, 
while dependably law-abiding, is plastic 
in the hands of God. Evangelicalism 
therefore stresses the central miracles of 
the Virgin Birth, the Incarnation, and 
the Resurrection. Accepting these ma- 
jor signs of a dynamic supernaturalism, 
it accepts unhesitatingly the other mir- 
acles which Christ performed as the 
evidence of His Messiahship and as a 
dramatic portrayal of the spiritual 
blessings which He came to bestow. 
And moving back from the New Testa- 
ment into the Old, it accepts on the 
authority of the resurrected Jesus the 
miracles connected with the history of 
Israel. Evangelicalism does not view the 
presence of miracles in the Bible as an 
embarrassment to faith in a scientific 
world. It rejoices in miracles as the in- 
separable accompaniment of supernat- 
uralism, the proof that God is living, 
active, and sovereign. 

Evangelicalism emphasizes the sinful- 
ness of man. It declares that he is a 
fallen creature, incurably egocentric, 
unable to liberate himself from proud 
self-love. It draws this doctrine from the 
Bible and points to the character of 
our civilization arguing that the char- 
acter of our civilization accurately re- 
flects the character of man who has 
created that civilization.. Look at the 
ambivalence and frustration of our hu- 
man culture, it suggests. How account 
for that? Something is radically wrong 
with our civilization because something 
is radically wrong with man, the creator 
of that civilization. Is our civilization a 
thing of tragic antinomies? So is man. 
Is our civilization a thing of destructive 
ambivalence? So is man. Is our civiliza- 
tion a thing of schizophrenic contradic- 
tion? So is man. And the something 
wrong with man, a wrongness reflected 
in the wrongness of his civilization, 
evangelicalism traces back to the abor- 
iginal catastrophe which occurred when 
the first man in proud self-love refused 
to accept his creaturely limitations, at- 
tempted to become his own god, and 
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rebelled against his Maker. Evangelical- 
ism holds that a frank acceptance of 
the Adamic fall accounts, better than 
any rival interpretation, for man’s per- 
ennial failure in the sphere of individ- 
ual life and in the cultural enterprise 
as well. 

Evangelicalism emphasizes an appre- 
ciative criticism of those sweeping the- 
ories which like to pose as all-inclusive 
explanations of experience and reality. 
It knows very well that many of these 
theories have been persuasively ex- 
pounded and popularly embraced. But 
it also knows that some of these theories 
are unwarranted extrapolations of scien- 
tific data. This does not mean, how- 
ever, that evangelicalism is the foe of 
science. Not in the least! It is apprecia- 
tive of every advance made along the 
scientific frontier. It gives thanks to 
God for pasturization, plastics, and 
psychiatry, remembering that the apos- 
tle Paul wrote, “All things are yours.” 
But it retains the right to be appreci- 
atively critical, yes, and agnostic too 
when some men take the name of 
science in vain and project hypotheses 
which are really questionable philoso- 
phies. Thus it reserves the right and 
stresses the need to be agnostic about 
broad extensions of the evolutionary 
concept. It is agnostic about Watsonian 
behaviorism, Freudian psychoanalysis, 
and the cosmology of Fred Hoyle and 
his colleagues. Oddly enough, at this 
point it raises a warning against blind 
faith, a blind faith in the latest pro- 
nouncements of scientific theorists, a 
blind faith that is an uncritical credul- 
ity. 

Evangelicalism emphasizes the value 
and virtue of a rational apologetic. Of 
course it admits the presence of insol- 
uble mysteries in Christianity. It affirms 
that at whatever point God and man 
interact there is an opaque area which 
is logically impenetrable. Yet at the 
same time it holds that Christianity is 
a coherent interpretation which does 
justice to all the complex data of sci- 
ence, history, and experience, out- 
distancing by far all competing world- 
views. Perhaps one example will do for 
the purpose of this discussion. Assume, 
let us say, the supernaturalness of Jesus 
Christ, and the evangelical faith at 
once becomes a coherent system which 
is rationally persuasive. For if Jesus 
Christ was genuinely supernatural, then 
it is reasonable to believe that there 
should have been a long supernatural 
preparation for Him in history, the 
whole development of the nation Is- 
rael, and particularly the development 
of the prophetic tradition in that na- 
tion. Assume that Jesus Christ was gen- 
uinely supernatural, and it is reason- 
able -to believe that He should have 
entered into time supernaturally by the 
avenue of the Virgin Birth. Assume 
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that Jesus Christ was genuinely super- 
natural, and it is reasonable to believe 
that He should have performed mir- 
acles of compassion and grace. Assume 
that Jesus Christ was genuinely super- 
natural, and it is reasonable to believe 
that He should have given to the world 
a body of teaching which is unique, in- 
explicable in the light of the supersti- 
tious and the circumscribed environ- 
ment which was His in first century 
Palestine. Assume that Jesus Christ was 
genuinely supernatural, and it is reas- 
onable to believe that His character 
should have been supernaturally excel- 
lent, an embodiment of the moral 
ideal—as in fact it was and is. Assume 
that Jesus Christ was genuinely super- 
natural, and it is reasonable to believe 
that His exit from history should have 
been supernatural, and hence the mir- 
acles of resurrection and ascension are 
in order. Assume that Jesus Christ was 
genuinely supernatural, and it is rea- 
sonable to believe that He should have 


exerted a supernatural influence all 


across the centuries, an influence which 
is still as potent today as in 70 a.p., an 
influence to which millions of intelli- 
gent people bear witness, asserting that 
Jesus Christ has transformed their lives 
and that He is to them an abiding 
Presence with Whom they daily fellow- 
ship. Yes, assume that Jesus Christ was 
genuinely supernatural, and Christian- 
ity becomes a rationally coherent sys- 
tem of supernaturalism, an interpreta- 
tion of reality more cogent and compre- 
hensive than any other of its philo- 
sophic competitors. So while evangeli- 


‘calism confesses insoluble mysteries in 


‘its faith, it likewise regards a reasonable 


apologetic as essential and feasible. 

Finally, evangelicalism emphasizes 
the imperative and possibility of , a, 
spiritual renewal for every man. It em- 
phasizes the imperative of this renewal 
because Jesus Himself said, “Ye must 
be born again.” It holds that man is a 
sinner, alienated from God in proud 
self-love, lost, and eternally undone. 
Simultaneously, however, evangelical- 
ism announces the possibility of spirit- 
ual renewal for everyone by faith in 
the atoning death of Jesus Christ and 
the power of His Living Spirit. By de- 
cisive self-commitment to Jesus Christ 
in simple trust a re-orientation of per- 
sonality occurs: man experiences divine 
forgiveness and divine empowerment, 
entering into a new life of worship, 
service, and fellowship. It is this exper- 
ience which constitutes the vital center 
of evangelicalism; and it is this exper- 
ience which its whole doctrinal struc- 
ture is designed to implement and safe- 
guard. In the end, evangelicalism is 
evangelical only because of its emphasis 
upon the Evangel, the good news of di- 
vine mercy and might by which man in 
his failure and frustration may find re- 
newal of life in this world and eternal 
joy in communion with his Creator in 
the world to come. 

This, then, is the nature of Protestant 
orthodoxy, a twentieth century continu- 
ation of the historic faith which springs 
from a bloody cross and an empty tomb, 
a protest against religious deviants from 
the Gospel of redemption, a witness to 
the truth and grace of God in Jesus 
Christ. ENpD 
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A CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
(Continued from page 9) 


great lack in many a Christian college 
is the inadequate and insufficient place 
of the Bible in the program of studies. 
Higher education that is vitally Chris- 
tian agrees with Professor William Lyon 
Phelps of Yale, who said: “I believe in 
a college education for both men and 


a knowledge of the Bible without col- 
lege education, and a college education 
without a knowledge of the Bible, I 
should choose a knowledge of the Bible.” 
The choice, however, is not for the Chris- 
tian college either-or; it is a case of both- 
and. For the Christian college to grad- 
uate students not deeply taught in the 
Bible is unthinkable, if for no other rea- 
son than that no student who does not 
know the Bible can be said to have a 
Christian education. 

Why is this so? In his Aims of Educa- 
tion, Alfred North Whitehead has this 
sentence, called by Sir Richard Living- 
stone the most profound saying about 
education outside of Plato: “Moral 
education is impossible apart from the 
habitual vision of greatness.” It is a 
great sentence, but not so great in its 
context as it might be. For Whitehead 
goes on to apply it to classic literature 
and history. For him “the habitual vision 
of greatness” is the expression of an- 
cient Roman and Greek civilization. 

‘But this will not do. Christian edu- 
cation has another and infinitely higher 
vision of greatness to hold as ultimate 
before its students than Roman or 


Greek civilization—or our own Western- 


democracy, for that matter. That 
“vision” is the Bible. Nor does this mean 
a parochialism or narrowing of educa- 
tion as sometimes charged by opponents 
of the college that goes all the way in 
Christian and biblical commitment. On 
the contrary, no better definition of true 
culture has ever been given than the 
word of St. Paul in his letter to the 
Philippians: “Finally, brethren, what- 
soever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are 
of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these 
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things.” Here is an invitation for the 
Christian college to range over the 
realm of science in all its forms, over 
the treasures of literature, the mansions 
of philosophy and theology, and the 
beauty of music and art. According to 
its warrant all the best that has been 
thought and said and done by men 
through the ages, together with the chal- 
lenge of the present and the future, 


women. But if I had to choose between ‘ comes within the province of an educa- 


tion that is integrated with the Bible as 
its habitual vision of greatness. Nor does 
such a view avoid the dark side of life; 
with its complete honesty and realism 
in dealing with sin, the Bible opens the 
door for a faithful and compassionate 
consideration of evil in the light of 
God’s truth. Let us not, therefore, be 
intimidated in our endeavor to give the 
Bible its rightful place in education by 
the old and shallow charge of obscurant- 
ism. The plain fact is that Scripture is 
essential to the Christian college. And it 
can never hold its rightful place by be- 
ing a mere elective subject in the cur- 
riculum. 


A Christian Faculty 


We come next to another distinguish- 
ing feature of the Christian college. It 
must have a Christian faculty. This 
principle is so evident as to be axio- 
matic. Yet how comparatively few are 
the colleges where it is consistently ap- 
plied. Somehow there is the fear that 
to entrust a student body to Christian 
teachers means consigning them to ob- 
scurantism. But if all truth is of God, 
then the only teacher with a world view 
that takes in the whole of reality is the 
Christian teacher. 

Just a few years ago, this principle 
was resisted much more strenuously than 
now. Today we find a growing realiza- 
tion that for Christian education Chris- 
tian teachers are essential. So seriously 
are some schools taking this that for 
the past two summers Yale University 
has held an institute to reorient teach- 
ers of so-called secular subjects in in- 
dependent schools to a Christian world 
view. And it is interesting to see a 
writer like Dr. Ferre in his book on 
higher education considering seriously 
the “problem of building a faculty of 
men and women who are great teachers 
and also devoted Christians.” 

Nor is this impossible. We need to get 
over the idea that intellectual compe- 
tence is incompatible with thorough-go- 
ing Christian faith. If a Christian col- 
lege is in earnest about building a 
Christian faculty, it can do it, although 
to do so will take much time, long pat- 
ience, and much administrative discern- 
ment. On the other hand, compromise 
of this principle, if persisted in, always 
results in the progressive de-Christian- 
ization of a college, which is exactly 
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what has happened over and over again 
in many a college that was once Chris- 
tian but has lost its soul. 

A college is a community. And a 
Christian college is a Christian com- 
munity in which the teachers are the 
leaders. As Bishop Spencer Leeson says 
in his Bampton Lectures at Oxford on 
Christian education, there must be “the 
atmosphere of a worshipping family.” 
But this is impossible unless a faculty 
can serve as a team of committed be- 
lievers who know what it is to pray to- 
gether as well as to meet for profes- 
sional discussion. As President Lowry of 
Wooster College puts it in his book, 
The Mind’s Adventure: “The Christian 
college will be a community existing 
around a group of learners, both teach- 
ers and students, who confess Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and Lord.” 

Let us dismiss, therefore, the miscon- 
ception that the principle of an entirely 
Christian faculty is alien to good edu- 
cation. On the contrary, if it is followed 
with no sacrifice of competence, it is the 
bulwark of sound Christian education. 
The alternative that is set up between 
good teachers who are not Christians 
and Christians who are not good teach- 
ers is thoroughly false. It is possible for 
a college prayerfully and patiently to 
build a faculty that is both Christian 
and competent. 

From these considerations we turn to 
those for whom the Christian college 
exists—the students. So we look at an- 
other aspect of our portrait. Let us put 
it this way: The Christian college 
chooses its student body and plans the 
whole educational experience in accord- 
ance with its central purpose. In other 
words, the Christian college realizes that 
it takes more than an all-Christian fac- 
ulty and commitment to a God-centered 
philosophy and high Christian doctrine 
to make a college Christian. It must 
consciously plan for and rely upon the 
co-operation of the student body. 

Who should go to the Christian col- 
lege? That is the crucial question. Only 
young men and young women who are 
already Christians? Certainly not. To 
do so is to stultify the witness and work 
of the college. There must always be 
room in the Christian college for prom- 
ising students, regardless of their re- 
ligious background or lack of religious 
background. Experience shows that the 
college which presents the Gospel to its 
students does not fail to reap a harvest 
in genuine conversion as well as to 
strengthen those who are already Chris- 
tian. But on the other hand Christian 
colleges are not rescue missions, al- 
though some parents seems to think so. 
Evangelistic zeal must not lead to an 
admissions policy that deliberately pre- 
fers the pagan to the Christian candi- 
date. Instead, the Christian college must 
carefully control its enrollment in re- 
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lation to the spiritual ends being sought. 
It is too easy for administrators to con- 
clude that because of their planning the 
college will be spiritually effective with 
the student body as a whole. This is not 
the case. There must be Christian lead- 
ership on the student level. So the 
Christian college must watch the bal- 
ance between the believing and unbe- 
lieving elements among the students. 
And it must do more. It must provide 
not only for required Christian activities 
such as chapel services, Bible study, and 
the like; it must also foster the essential 
voluntary religious activities that give 
expression to faith in daily life and 
thus lead to Christian growth. 


The last stroke in our portrait of the 
Christian college is, like the first one, 
all-inclusive. It is simply this: The col- 
lege that is really Christian must do the 
truth throughout its whole life. The’ 
plain fact is that it must seek with all 
its might to be’ what it professes. This 
means that it not only has a curriculum 
integrated with God's truth, but that 
it also has a Christian faculty and a stu- 
dent body that understands and sup- 
ports its aims. It means again that in 
every aspect of its life and work—in its 
business practices, in its .. disciplinary 
dealings, in its recreation, and in its 
public relations—nothing short of doing 
the truth of Christ in a spirit of love, 
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individually and as a community, is the 
criterion. Only thus can a Christian col- 
lege have an atmosphere that is unmis- 
takably and effectively Christian. 

In this respect, it is a contradiction 
in terms to speak of a Christian college 
as “having” a Christian program. Act- 
ually, the college that is truly Christian 
does not have such a program; it is a 
Christian program. Nothing that it does 
should be out of relationship with its 
one central purpose. With Paul it might 
well say to faculty and students and 
staff: “Whatsoever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by Him.” When faced with the 
choice of what should or should not be 
done on its campus, the answer lies in 
this apostolic criterion. It is a broad 
one, excluding only what cannot be 
done in the name of Christ and to the 
glory of God. More than that, it is de- 
finitely a criterion of method. The 
Christian integration of athletics, for 
instance, lies not in games that are in 
themselves Christian, but in how they 
are played. Spiritually speaking, a mile 
race is a neutral thing. But when run 
by a Gil Dodds to the glory of God, it 
has Christian integration. Prayers before 
games are a good thing. But in them- 
selves they do not make athletics Chris- 
tian. Only as the participants enter in 
with an awareness that this too is for 
the glory of God and so demands their 
best, do athletics become spiritually 
meaningful. 

It is not necessary to multiply exam- 
ples. We have been speaking of prin- 
ciples with only a minimum of illustra- 
tion. If our portrait has seemed lacking 
in finish, we can all supply the detail. 
And if it seems over-idealistic, what 
then? Humility bids us say with Paul, 
“Who is sufficient for these things?” 
Then faith steps in and invites us to 
say, “Our sufficiency is of the Lord.” 

The fact is that nothing in this pic- 
ture is impossible or beyond our reach 
although the task is never easy! Hudson 
Taylor, the great missionary to China, 
said that every Christian work has three 
stages: “Impossible, difficult, done.” ‘The 
saying is a challenging one, and it ap- 
plies to colleges as well as missions. For 
when a college, and a Christian one at 
that, is first envisioned, the vision may 
seem impossible of realization humanly 
speaking. Then it becomes an actuality 
and enters the “difficult” stage. And 
here, because of the nature of the work 
and the frailty of our humanity it con- 
tinues until the time of final reckoning 
when work shall be “done” to the glory 
of God. Surely in the whole educational 
scene today, set as it is in a world of 
tension, crisis, and insecurity, but a 
world also of unparalleled opportunity 
for service to God and man, there is no 
more glorious opportunity for service 
than in the Christian college. ENp 





CHRIST OF THE KOREAN HEART 
(Continued from page 7) 

The church of Jesus Christ is the one 
bright spot in the present dark picture 
of Korea. It is a church that is charac- 
terized by prayer, by love of the Word, 
by eagerness in telling the Story, by giv- 
ing “beyond their power,” by persecu- 
tions “for my name’s sake,” for martyrs’ 
crowns. 

In the port city of Inchun, scene of 
General MacArthur's brilliant invasion 
that resulted in the recapture of Seoul 
and sent the Communists reeling pell 
mell back to the Yalu River, is a little 
church made of scrap lumber from the 
packing boxes of the American army. 
The roof is of rusted and battered cor- 
rugated iron, so full of nail and bullet 
holes that one can imagine all the con- 
stellations of the starry heavens from 
Orion to the Pleiades. The floor is the 
hard ground covered with rice bags. 

A presbytery is in session—or what is 
left of it. From a presbytery of some two 
hundred churches a pitiful handful of 
twenty members were left. Whole con- 
gregations had been machine-gunned by 
the Communists. Mass graves had been 
filled. Pastors and elders had been car- 
ried off by the red police, never to re- 
turn. Others had been rounded up and 
dispatched publicly as “enemies of the 
people.” 

Three young men were being or- 
dained. They were from the few who 
had escaped the Communist draft for 
the red invasion army by hiding for 
months in holes in the ground or in 
caves in the mountains. Lack of stately 
architecture or of soul-loving music did 
not rob the ceremonies of seriousness or 
dignity. First Century rugged faith and 
fearless zeal were there. 

After the ordination prayer and the 
solemn laying on of hands came “the 
charge to the new ministers.” A veteran 
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pastor of more than seventy years,-who 
had suffered beatings and imprisonments 
by Japanese and Communists both, and 
a hairbreadth escape all taken in stride, 
gave the charge. First a few words about 
the responsibilities of the ministry and 
the need of complete consecration. Then 
he took the hand of each young man at 
a time, looking straight into his eyes, 
and with tears coursing down his own 
weather beaten cheeks and in a voice 
shaking with emotion challenged: 


Faithful ... unto... death! 
Faithful ... unto... death! 
Faithful ... unto... death! 


The city of Andong was ninety per- 
cent destroyed. The people spent two 
awful months in pine bough shelters on 
a mountain side far to the south. Less 
than two months after their return, in 
a Thanksgiving offering these people 
gave three times the amount they had 
given the year before. All the people, 
not just some of them tithed. They have 
learned that the things that are seen are 
temporal and things that are not seen 
are eternal. 

The million that have come to the 
Saviour and received Him into their 
hearts have not been won by foreign 
missionaries. Only a few of them. Nearly 
all have heard the Good News from the 
lips of their own countrymen. The story 
goes from mouth to ear and from heart 
to heart. 

“That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you also that ye also 
may have fellowship with us. And truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with His son Jesus Christ.” 

It is a long process. Initial assent is 
not hard to obtain, but there are weeks 
and months—even years sometimes—re- 
quired to establish new habits of thought 
and action. With little background on 
which to build, concepts of sin, forgive- 
ness, eternal life, worship, and holiness 
come very slowly. These can be given 
only by the Koreans themselves, the 
more mature Christians to those new in 
the Faith. Brothers and sister in Korea 
are used to carrying younger ones on 
their backs. This must be done also for 
the “bairns of God.” 

The Christians in Korea do not “em- 
brace Christianity.” They are not in- 
duced to try the Christian “Way of 
Life.” They are not won to a new re- 
ligion. They are introduced to a Person 
—the most wonderful Person that ever 
lived—the most wonderful Person “that 
ever liveth!” A Person who loved them 
before they ever heard of Him. A Person 
who loved them so much as to die for 
them. A Person who invites them into 
fellowship with Himself throughout all 
eternity. A Person who stands at the 
door and offers to come in unto them 
“and sup with them.” And they have 
opened the door and received the Christ 
of the Korean heart. END 


February 1956 





PASTORS AND MISSIONARIES PLEAD FOR JEWISH CHRISTIANS 


One pastor from Germany writes: “I plead on be- 
half of 62 semi-starved Jewish families. Help us to 
feed them. I beg you to help us!” 


A veteran Hebrew Christian missionary pleads on 
behalf of Jewish converts: “Please remember my 
spiritual children in Jugoslavia and in Israel. Send 
them food. They are in great need of help.” 


One of our workers in the Holy Land writes: ““Many 
of our faithful Hebrew Christians are in great need 
and our relief funds are exhausted. Elderly Hebrew 
Christians are unable to earn their living. They 
plead with us to help them. Please appeal to 
American Christians to help us!” 
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Central Floridas Bible Conference 


KEYSTONE HEIGHTS ,FLORIDA 
On lovely Lake-of-Bays 


REAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
LUXURIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS 
NATIONALLY-KNOWN SPEAKERS 


* 4000-foot beach * sports * excellent cuisine - 











Yours to enjoy in a setting of sun-drenched natural beauty 
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Sickness and Accident Protection 








WHETHER YOU ARE 15 OR 75 YEARS OLD 








Includes *25 A Week Payments To You 





Even As You Grow Older There Is No Reduction In Benefits 





Costs Only *12 A Year | 


wt $2501! Uy To Age 59 


Down Payment 


Age 60 to 69--$18 a Year - Age 70 to 75--$24 a Year 


The older you are, the harder it is to get protection 
against financial worries that come when accident or sick- 
ness strikes. That’s why the reliable North American 
Accident Insurance Company, of Chicago, issues a special 
policy for qualified men and women up to 75 years of age. 
It helps meet sudden doctor and hospital bills—and the cost 
is only $12 a year for either men or women from 15 to 59 
years old . . . only $18 a year from 60 to 69 years . . . from ages 
70 to 75 only $24 a year. Easy payment plan if desired. The 
policy is renewable at the company’s option. These rates are 
guaranteed as long as the policy is continued in force. 

No doctor’s examination required, merely your own 
statement as to your present health. If your policy is in 
effect at age 75, you may even continue it to age 80 at no 
further increase in premium. ABSOLUTELY NO RE- 
DUCTION IN BENEFITS REGARDLESS OF AGE. 
Protects you 24 hours a day while in the United States, 
Alaska, Canada, Mexico, Central and South America. 

This is the popular, sound “SERIES 500” Limited 
Accident and Sickness Policy which thousands of men and 
women all over the country are carrying—it pays $25 a 
week for 10 weeks for total disability resulting from certain 
specified accidents and sicknesses; AN ADDITIONAL 
$25 A WEEK for 4 weeks from the first day of disability 
for accidents requiring hospital confinement. Even for a 
minor accident such as cut finger you get cash for doctor 
bills at the rate of $3 per visit up to $25. In case of accidental 
death the policy pays $1,000 cash to your beneficiary. 
Specified air travel coverage also included. In addition, 
the policy covers many sicknesses including pneumonia, 
cancer, diabetes, tuberculosis, polio, ulcer of stomach or 
intestines, and operation for removal of appendix, hemor- 
thoids, gall bladder, kidney and prostate, paying the weekly 
benefit after the first seven days of confinement to either 
home or hospital. 

Benefits are payable for covered accidents that happen 
after noon of the date the policy is issued. Benefits are paid 
for covered sicknesses originating after thirty days from 
the date the policy is issued. All disability benefits are paid 
directly to you to use any way you wish. 

This fine policy also has a double indemnity feature 
covering travel accidents. You receive $50 a week if dis- 
abled by an accident to a bus, taxicab, train, subway or 
street car in which you are riding as a passenger; $75 a 
week if the accident requires hospital confinement. The 
death benefit increases to $2,000 if caused by a travel 
accident. 

Following North America’s tradition of plainly re- 
citing not only the benefits of its policies but the restrictions 
in coverage, this policy is sold to qualified men and women 
in all occupations except Quarrymen, Underground 
Miners, Smelter or Structural Iron Workers, Longshore- 
men or Stevedores. This policy does not cover the insured 
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for suicide or attempt thereat; while riding in any aircraft 
(unless injured while riding as a fare-paying passenger on 
regular commercial airliner operating between definitely 
established airports); venereal disease; hernia; felonious 
act; while walking on a railroad roadbed except while 
crossing a public highway; while in Military or Naval 
Service outside the 48 States of the United States and the 
District of Columbia. 

Your benefits are never reduced even though you are 
also insured in a Group Plan, Blue Cross or other Hospital- 
ization Insurance. So if you are now a member of some 
worthy hospitalization plan, you still need this additional 
protection. Only a small percentage of people are confined 
to a hospital and even then for a fraction of the time they 
are disabled. Most people—over 80%—are confined at home 
where hospitalization plans do not apply. Or, they are 
hospitalized for a few days or a week, then spend weeks of 
convalescence at home before they can go back to work 
again. The North American Policy pays specified benefits 
regardless of whether you are confined to your home or 
a hospital. 

North American Accident Insurance Company has been 
in business for more than a half century and is one of the 
leading insurance companies providing accident and sickness 
protection. We have paid over $72,000,000.00 in cash 
benefits to grateful policyholders when they needed help 
most. NORTH AMERICAN IS LICENSED BY THE IN- 
SURANCE DEPARTMENTS OF ALL 48 STATES AND 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Whatever your age, whether you are young or old, 
male or female, you need this sensible, necessary protection. 
Get full details by sending for the revealing booklet, “Cash 
or Sympathy.” This booklet is absolutely free! it will be 
mailed without charge or obligation of any kind. We 
suggest you get your free copy by mailing the coupon to 
Premier Policy Division, North American Accident Insur- 
ance Company, of Chicago, 10 Commerce Court, Dept. 310, 
Newark 2, New Jersey. 
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i MAIL THIS COUPON FOR FREE BOOKLET i 
4 North American Accident Insurance Co., of Chicago Policy” I 
J 10 Commerce Court, Dept. 310, Newark 2, New Jersey Division [ 
i Please mail me your FREE booklet, “CASH OR SYMPATHY.” i 
\ I understand there is absolutely no obligation of any kind. r 
name (PONE Ee HS ! 
i (PLEASE PRINT) I 
i I 
7» MI nasa ns arcaneeenninssyenncotetnnseeremnernrtseensecimenor I 
I I 
I CITY ZONE NO......... -  Nibbeacaeeibe | 


id wi aasiaeh ane eh Gini eds adi cavemen an en aw id epee 


ETERNITY 
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BEETHOVEN S 
Oth SYMPHONY 


(THE CHORALE) 
The Most Majestic Symphony in All Music in a New High-Fidelity Performance 
by the Netherlands Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorus Under the Baton of Walter Goebr. 
Internationally Famous Artists: CORRY BIJSTER, soprano; ELIZABETH PRITCHARD, alto 
DAVID GAREN, tenor; LEONARDO WOLOVSKY, bass 
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we i. ALL THREE SYMPHONIES COMPLETE TO THE LAST NOTE! 
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Mail Coupon—WITHOUT MONEY—to: 
¥i . The Musical Masterpiece Society, re 132-2 
: ae 43 West 61st Street, New York 23, N. Y. 
Rush me FREE, the long iy: vying album of Beethoven’ 's majestic 9th SYMPHONY 
- - ~~ Beethoven’ en == a +. to keep ao omy pe pes 
any obligation ave ¢ low the forthcoming releases ly own 
THE MOST ASTOUNDING in satisfactory 3343 R.P.M. ~~ Fidelity recordings. I need do nothing more to 
RECORD OFFER EVER MADE! enjoy the others in my home for Audition. ea will be delivered ey of charge 
4 ¢ —at the rate of about two discs a month. I am not obligated to buy any 
ver ever. I may Se 
IN ALL the history of recorded music, there has neve I try all releases for 5 full day: 
been an offer as thrilling as this! If you act at once you CROSS OUT only those you DO NOT want to audition. 
may take an album containing this majestic new perform- ¢ 1. DVORAK: Symph. No. 5, “From the 16. BEETHOVEN: “‘ lonata’® ond 
ance of BEETHOVEN’S NINTH ... plus Beethoven's 1st and = e's : ae Tonhalle Orch.; 7 aruel: violin . nn ea Nina 
8th Symphonies—as a FREE GIFT—just for the asking. ee, Sa * La Campanella oncerto; aged 
And there is absolutely NO obligation to buy another rec- 2. TCHAIKOVSKY: Vielia Concerte; i Netherland wn ty he Goehr, Boon 4 
; : Odnoposoff, solo; Goehr, cond. in; 
ord from the Society, unless you wish to do so. Mi Piano Concerto No. 24; 18. MOET: Clarinet Quintet in’ A; P. 
3. Soe: eee > me wer, clarinet; Pascal Quart. 
BEETHOVEN’S NINTH SYMPHONY (The Chorale) stands ‘ ogg la ge a aor 19. $a “SAENS: Violin Concerto No. 3; 
alone as the supreme achievement in the realm of the 2 ‘ 2 4 d venesees L. Kaofman, violin; Neth- 
h C d h A af eet Reinhart Chorus; Winterthur Symph. ne: il. Orch.; Berg, cond. 
symphony. Created near the end of Beethoven’s stormy 5. BEETHOVEN: Piano Concerto, “Em- 29, MOZART: pa =] core, cond. 
life, it sums up all that this titan of music has to say of eror”; H. Kann, piano; Nether- i 
A is : A 5 Netherlands Phil. Orch.; H. Swo- 
Man and his Destiny. But this monumental masterpiece lands Phil. Orch.; Ackermann, cond. boda 
is so costly and difficult to perform that it is presented only 6. BIZET: Symphony in C; Utrecht 21. GOLDMARK: Rustic Wedding Symph.; 
° ° von a . Symph. Orch.; Hupperts, cond. Orch. Vienna State Op.; H. Swo- 
on special occasions—and always to “sell out’’ audiences. 7. VIVALDI: The Four Seasons; L. Kauf- , 
That is why this FREE offer, with zo strings attached man, violin; H. Swoboda, cond. 22. BEETHOVEN: Symph. No. 7; Zurich 
is so extraordinary. 8. er ge ee aeten Tonhalle Orch.; Ackermann, q 
. . Wood, piano; Goehr, cond. 23. CHOPIN: —> No. 2; Fantaisie- 
Why Do We Make This Astounding Offer? 9. HAYDN: Trumpet-Concerte Wobitsch, Impromptu; R. Gold sond, Pity 
| This fabulous gift will demonstrate to you the extraordinary tonal poe mester Bey THOTe, ™ 8 rn se 50 
fidelity and artistic level of the Society's recordings. You Leas in 10 < a. aa solo. pig mecroe hy Netherlands Phil. 
your own home magnificent classics sensitively pertormed by world * jane Trout”; 25. FRANC a in D min.: 
renowned soloists, conductors and orchestras . flawlessly repro- a P. Pozzi, =. Win ur Quart. Symphony in D in_D min.; Neth- 
duced with the entire tonal range of human hearing . . . from 50 to 11. MOZART: — * Symphony; and 26. STRAVINSKY! Fire Fs Gok r, cond. 
15,000 cycles. You'll find these —- add up to hours and Symphony Ne. 17; Winterthur ond Piano 
hours of exciting pleasure for you . . . and provide a proud musical Symph. 5 ermann, cond. Mewton-Wood, lands b. 3 Orch.; 
heritage for the whole family. 12. CHOPIN: Piane Concerto No. 1; = piano; Goehr, cond. 
* Mewton-Wood, piano; Goehr, cond. a — + os ond Fa Fan- 
Save Over 40% Off The Usual Cost 3 ce - . 2. Orch.; 
13. — —_ Concerto No. 2; Cha- allege a piano. 
You do not wp yourself in any way when you send for your pe mes hy Odnoposoff, violin; 'Neth- 28. aumnes Wists Concerto No. 1; 
free new record album, and enroll as a Trial Member. You do not erl Phil. Orch , cond. Odnoposoff, violin; Hollreiser 
have to bu anything from the Society ever, but enjoy all the ad- 14, SIMSKY-RORSAKOFE, Capriccio Es- ee Piano Concerto No. 1; Richter, 
vantages of membership. pagnel, March from “Coq Jane; Kendrashin, cond. ‘ 
For example, look at the thirty forthcoming new releases listed in a ‘ ase apg sob Intro to “‘Kho- 29, MENDELSSOHN: “Scotch” H 
the coupon. You as a Trial Member may audition FREE any or a// Desarzens, cond. Netherlands Phil.; W. cond. 
of them. All you have to do is select the masterpieces you want to 15. DEBUSSY: Quartet in G; Pascal String 30. DVORAK: “American” Quartet; Pas- 
listen to. Those you want to try (and only those) will be sent to Quartet. Sonata for Cello and Piano cal Quart. Carnaval Overture; Orch. 
our home—free of charge—at the rate of about two discs a month. Garbousova, cello; Balsam, piano. Vienna Op.; Swoboda, cond. 
You may return any recording without paying a cent—even after Selections are not listed by order of release. 
playing it for five full days. And for those you keep you are billed . 
only the low membership price of $1.65 per long playing disc— For those I keep I will ope 
containing 40 minutes or more of glorious music. A saving of over ong low SD. WR oii cw cddanacsecseacacwes ecccce 
40% off the usual retail cost for recordings of equal quality. 1 my A ag C3 "disc, 
MAIL COUPON NOW! Send now for your free album contain- jut, I may shipping. ES ECL LE CR EN ETE 
ing Beethoven's 9th . . . plus Beethoven's 1st and 8th Symphonies. cyt + 
At the same time, cross off in the coupon those selections you y nothing. my 
already own or know you don’t want to try. The othérs will be [op ““* Membership at any time. = City. ............--Zome.. .State......... 








sent, about two discs a month, for free tria —without obligation. 
This offer is necessarily limited. Please return coupon today. 





Dr. Bob Cook, president of Youth for Christ International, says, “For today’s teen-agers, I 
can think of no better word than that which my father spoke to me: ‘No matter what the Lord’s 
will is for you, you'll be better off in any field after Bible school.’ ” 


Whatever your goals and ambitions in life, you'll achieve 
them better, strengthen your personal testimony, and be 
better equipped, if you study Bible first at Moody. Wherever 
the Lord leads, to the ministry, mission field, business, or 
one of the professions, a complete knowledge of the Bible 
will broaden your influence and increase your usefulness. 


While the General Bible course at Moody teaches many 
regular college subjects, like English and public speaking, 
the major emphasis is on God’s Word. This course consists 
of three years of concentrated study and research in the 
Bible, and provides a working knowledge of personal evan- 
gelism, missions, church history, Christian education, and 
other subjects. Moody students find their years at MBI have 
real practical application, too. They are given many oppor- 
tunities to engage in various forms of Christian service. 

Moody Bible Institute is accredited, which means that 
many colleges and universities give full credit for equivalent 
subjects taken at Moody. A number of colleges graduate a 
Moody alumnus with a bachelor’s degree after only two 
years of residence study. 

In planning your years of education, remember that train- 
ing at Moody is tuition-free. This is made possible by 


Christians all over the world who support the Institute 
program because they recognize the pressing need for trained 
Christian men and women in all walks of life. 


Mail coupon today for your copy of the current Moody 
catalog. 


Eight Tuition-Free Courses... 

General Bible + Pastors Course * Sacred Music + 
Missionary Course * Christian Education + 
Christian Education-Music « Jewish Missions ¢ 
Missionary Technical Course 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. La Salle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 
DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON, president wmm—<——4 
DR. S. MAXWELL CODER, dean Dept. ET-56-250 


Please send me a copy of the latest 
Moody catalog. 


Name. 





Address 











City. State 








